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Leading Article 





Planned Planning 


MR. CHRISTOPHER HUSSEY, in an article in ‘ The Times’ on 
November 13 entitled ‘ What buildings are worth preserv- 
ing? ’ examined a very relevant current problem. In these 
days of swift demolition and redevelopment, there is need 
for a clearly defined and publicly declared policy on what 
is to be kept and what may go. There are too many last- 
minute panics over vexed issues like the Euston Arch 
which a well-considered policy on ‘conservanda’ might 
avoid. MR. ARTHUR KENYON makes the same point, but 
more poignantly, in his article this week* when he draws 
attention to the treasured buildings on which ‘ nobody 
calls.’ 

Mr. Hussey says that ‘architectural quality, historic 
associations, visual values, usually in that order, still 
determine conservanda.’ Very well; informed opinion 
must guide authority in assessing these values, and 
authority must make its views known as soon as proposals 
are formulated. Public opinion will still have its say and 
it is right that it should; what is wrong is that the public 
should have no notion of what authority proposes until 
the threat of demolition or the issue of a preservation 
order causes issues which might have been debated in an 
atmosphere of calm to be fought out in a climate of panic. 
It should be possible for planning authorities to formulate 
and make known broad policies for their areas well in 
advance of action. 


There may be differences of opinion as to whether 
isolated historic gems should be kept in incongruous 
modern settings, but at least planning authorities could 
be less coy about divulging their views so that prospective 
developers and dedicated preservationists might know 
what they have to accept or fight, whilst there is time to 
draw breath. ‘ 

There should be less difference of view about the folly 
of preserving these gems without providing for their 
maintenance. The suggestion that the Ministries of 
Housing and Works should have powers to make com- 
pulsory purchases of these buildings, if they are likely 
to become derelict, is sensible. It is doubtful whether 
even the best examples of architectural merit and historic 
association, set in isolation amidst unfamiliar curtain- 
walled neighbours, could have more than Betjemanesque 
appeal, but that they should be left empty and uncared 
for by reluctant owners must surely disqualify their claims 
to prolonged life. 

The subject is fraught with all the complexities of con- 
flicting opinion, contending interests, strained authority 
and legislative needs. Yet the tension could be greatly 
relieved by an earlier and franker disclosure of official 
policies. Planning authorities must learn to take the 
public into their confidence. 

* More Everyday Things—No. 69. 


‘Nobody Called.’ Page 981. 








AN INVITATION to the opening of the 
Building Exhibition, someone has re- 
marked, now begins to rank with an 
invitation to the RICS quantity surveyors’ 
dinner as a sign that the recipient ‘ has 
arrived.” Those several hundred people 
who accepted Mrs. Molly Montgomery’s 
command to attend at Olympia on Wed- 
nesday of last week were certainly a 
good-looking cross-section of the building 
industry; they heard some_ earnest 
speeches from the distinguished company 
on the platform, notably from Dr. Charles 
Hill, newly appointed Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, who 
struck a note in favour of collaboration 
between the professions and trades asso- 
ciated in building which made some of 
his audience wonder whether the Ministry 
is about to advocate a general policy of 
selective tendering. The situation result- 
ing from the progress made in devising 
new methods, materials and systems of 
construction ‘screamed aloud for such 
collaboration,’ he said. 


MR. FRANK RUSSON, President NFBTE, 
proposing a vote of thanks to Dr. Hill, 
made a good point in saying that there 
was little joy in developing a building 
programme based on the country’s urgent 
needs unless builders could be certain 
that materials and components would be 
available on site as required. If he is 
right, and he undoubtedly is, this points 
to the need to establish some sort of 
economic planning council for the in- 
dustry to give, rather than take, a lead 
from Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. 

Sir William Holford, as president of 
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Notes of the Week 


The Building Exhibition Opens ; Building and Exports ; The Shape of Universities to Come; 
Wright and Gaudi; Grave! Pits and Nature 


the Exhibition, took the chair with his 
usual grace, and raised one of the few 
laughs by saying that, according to the 
newspapers, he ought to be too busy to 
be there! The other smile was drawn by 
Mr. Harry Weaver, whose fluent second- 
ing of the vote of thanks was prefaced by 
the remark that though he had been 
introduced as the general secretary of the 
operatives’ federation, his entire time 
since his appointment had been taken up 


acting as catering officer to about a 
million of his members. 
* * * 

OF THE EXHIBITION ITSELF plenty will be 
found elsewhere in this issue. Of record 
size, it is also of record quality, and the 
various conferences on live planning and 
industrial subjects are a feature as novel 
as they are welcome. They should draw 
big audiences to the Olympia conference 
hall during the Exhibition’s run. 





BUILDING EXHIBITION OPENING CEREMONY.—Dr. Charles Hill, Minister of Housing 

and Local Government, when he opened the Building Exhibition at Olympia last 

Wednesday week, November 15. In the photograph above he is seen with (Il. to r.) 

Sir William Holford, President RIBA; Mr. Frank Russon, President NFBTE; and 
Mr. Harry Weaver, President NFBTO 


Another view of Dr. Hill when he opened the Building Exhibition 
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Building and Exports 


STILL ON THE EXHIBITION, Lord John Hope, 
Minister of Works, earns congratulations 
on his decision to sponsor the export con- 
ference, timed for 11 a.m. on Tuesday 
next, November 28, in Olympia. Many 
manufacturers may not know that his 
Ministry is responsible for encouraging 
export of certain classes of building plant 
and materials, and it is these special re- 
sponsibilities that the Minister proposes 
to outline. Lord John will be supported 
by Sir Keith Joseph, Minister of State, 
the Board of Trade, who will tell manu- 
facturers what Government assistance his 
department can give. Other speakers will 
include manufacturers experienced in the 
export market, after which there will be 
an informal discussion. Those who fore- 
see the bracing effects likely to follow 
Britain’s entry into the Common Market 
will be early in the queue for tickets for 
this conference; they are obtainable from 
the Conference secretary, room 22, the 
Building Exhibition, Olympia, W14 (Tel.: 
Shepherds Bush 4346). 


The Shape of Universities to Come 


HOW GOOD a client is a university when it 
comes to commissioning a new building ? 
Some sharp criticisms of this country’s 
present unimaginative and amateurish 
approach to university building and 
several constructive suggestions for 
improvement are to be made in the pro- 
gramme ‘ Universities and their Build- 
ings,’ to be broadcast on the BBC Third 
Programme on November 26 at 7.55 p.m. 

Are the universities justified in carry- 
ing their historical academic indepen- 
dence over into the field of architectural 
design and building techniques ? May not 
tomorrow’s students and professors pay 
too dearly for this exclusive attitude ? 


Would joint programmes of building, 
backed by research into the needs of staff 
and students, necessarily lead to regi- 
mentation of design? These, and other 
questions, will be discussed during the 
programme by educationists and archi- 
tects, among them Lord James, vice-chan- 
cellor of the new University of York, Mr. 
Alan Bullock, Master of St. Catherine’s 
College, Oxford, Sir Hugh Casson and 
Mr. Peter Chamberlin. 


Wright and Gaudi 


TWO INTERESTING BOOKLETS from Italy 
provide some excellent illustrations of 
the work of Frank Lloyd Wright and 
Antonio Gaudi. Both are published by 
Palazzo Dell’ Edilizia. The booklet 
devoted to Wright was prepared in col- 
laboration with the United States Infor- 
mation Agency for the American exhibi- 
tion during the Twelfth Triennale at 
Milan last year. Its illustrations give 
examples of Wright’s diverse activity— 
the Robie House in Chicago (1909), the 
so-called ‘ prairie’ style with low slung 
planes, interlocking volumes and masses, 
and sweeping horizontals; the Larkin 
Building, Buffalo, New York (1905) with 
its prison-like interior; the Bear Run 
house, Falling Water (1935); the Johnson 
Wax Tower; and the legendary Taliesin 
West (1934)—the architect’s own resi- 
dence built so that even in ruin it 
would be memorable. The controversial 
Guggenheim art gallery in New York 
(1959) is shown in a series of photo- 
graphs that illustrate the unusual circu- 
lation patterns and the orientation of the 
beautiful sculptural detail. 

The Gaudi booklet concentrates more 
on the exquisite sculptural detail of the 
Italian architect’s buildings rather than 
on the buildings themselves. Some of 
his furniture designs are shown. 


THE NEW SHAKESPEARE CENTRE, at Stratford-on-Avon, on which work is to start 


in the first week of December. 


The Centre, a model of which is shown, will 


overlook the gardens of Shakespeare’s birthplace, and will comprise a library, 

study centre and also the administrative headquarters of the Shakespeare Birth- 

place Trust. The architects are Messrs. Wood and Kendrick and Williams, FRIBA, 
and the main contractors Higgs and Hill Ltd. 


"i 





Gravel Pits and Nature 


FUTURE generations can be expected to 
regard the devastation of much of the 
natural world by industry in the 19th and 
20th centuries with the same sort of 
repugnance that we feel for the medieval 
habit of throwing household ordure into 
the middle of the street. It is therefore 
all the more refreshing when this process 
is, for once, reversed, as is illustrated in 
an attractive leaflet, ‘Gravel Pits and 
Nature,’ issued by the gravel industry. 

Mr. Peter Scott says: ‘A few—a very 
few—of the man-made changes in the 
British landscape have been advantageous 
to animals and plants, among them in 
particular those which have brought ex- 
panses of water to new areas—such as 
reservoirs, canals and gravel pits. It is a 
very encouraging thing that the Sand and 
Gravel Association have become aware of 
the aesthetic aspects of the large scale 
alterations to the landscape which result 
from their diggings, and are taking steps 
to make the resulting lakes both beautiful 
and attractive to wildlife, and therefore 
doubly attractive to those increasing 
numbers of people who find recreation in 
the study of natural history ’. 

The leaflet, which is well illustrated 
with examples of restored gravel pits, is 
obtainable from the Sand and Gravel 
Association of Great Britain, 48 Park- 
street, London, W1. It should be in the 
hands of all landscape architects and 
those interested in improving the appear- 
ance and amenities of the countryside. 


ANOTHER aspect of quarrying for sand 
and gravel is that it can sometimes offer 
unique opportunities for investigating 
sites of archaeological importance. One 
such opportunity, states the Ministry 
of Works, occurred at Lechlade, in 
Gloucestershire, where a quarry company 
—Poole (Lechlade), one of the Amey 
group of companies—has been co-operat- 
ing with the Ministry in a five-year 
excavation which has brought to light 
the remains of a _ settlement which 
flourished from about the Claudian con- 
quest to the end of the Roman period. 
It is encouraging to learn that an activity 
that, from its nature, frequently threatens 
ancient sites, can also be turned to good 
account for the benefit of archaeology. 


Poet’s Corner 


THE BUILDING EXHIBITION closes at 
Olympia next Wednesday. 


‘How very little, since things were made 
Things have altered in the building trade! ’ 
Cried Kipling sixty years ago, 
And many think it still is so. 
We still use stone and wood and bricks 
As well as many well-worn tricks, 
And that’s because, in fair review, 
They’re just as good as anything new. 
But come to Olympia and see 
The progress of the industry. 
Here’s everything for those who seek 
New plant, material, technique, 
From which, with luck, we ought to get 
Productivity greater yet. 
It’s plain to see, since things were made, 
How much they’ve altered in the building 
trade! 
ANON. 
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THE ZIDPARK is a fully automatic 8-storey 
car park for public use, situated at the 
junction of Southwark Bridge and Upper 
Thames-street. 464 cars are housed on 
the upper floors, conveyed by 16 lifts and 
moving ‘roadways’ all operated by 
remote-control panels. Additional park- 
ing space at ground floor increases the 
capacity to 500 cars. 


The main structure of the building is 
of exposed structural steelwork, upon 
which the conveyors and sheet steel floors 
are bolted. Planning dictated that the 
cars had to be screened but fire regula- 
tions restricted the enclosure of the 8 
floors to a maximum of 50 per cent. The 
facade, therefore, is a screen of vee- 
shaped vertical fins made of Stelvetite, 
a plastic-coated galvanised sheet steel. 
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Mechanical Car Park, EC4 


C. EDMUND WILFORD & SON, F/ARIBA, architects 
MYTON LTD., general contractors 
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The original design of the Zidpark sys- 
tem is that of M. Andre Thaon, a French 
engineer living in Switzerland, and Myton 


LONG SECTION 


acquired the British rights. The cars are 
moved vertically by lift and horizontally 
by conveyors of crossbars rotated by berths. A hole with a numbered plug serts the numbered plug into the control 


endless chains. Each car berth has two represents each parking berth. On arri- panel and the car is taken automatically 
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synchronised conveyors for the front and 
rear wheels. 

The park is sectionalised, each section 
having a lift and serving four spaces on 
The layout of 
the controls corresponds to that of the 


each of the floor levels. 


val, a car is directed onto the conveyors 
adjoining the lifts, the engine is stopped, 
the brake is applied and the driver leaves 
after receiving a numbered counter cor- 
responding to the numbered plug selected 
by the operator. The operator then in- 


and unaccompanied to the selected berth. 


sub-contractors & suppliers: 


Electrical control system: Sharp Control 
Gear Ltd.; electric wiring: Hartley Electro- 
motives Ltd.; conveyors: S. E. Opperman 
Ltd.; lifts: Porn & Dunwoody (Lifts) Ltd.; 
Stelvetite: John Summers & Sons Ltd. 
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Letters to the Editor 





Technical Information and the Architect; Working Conditions in 
Offices 


sir,—The building trade’s ‘grape-vine’ 
seems to be very efficient nowadays, and 
I expect that many other architects suffer 
the flood of paper which arrives from 
specialist sub-contractors and suppliers, 
and even from well-known general con- 
tractors, as soon as news leaks out that 
one is engaged on some new project. The 
start of the flood usually seems sus- 
piciously coincident in time with the 
passage of the project through the local 
authority’s planning machinery. 

I wonder how other architects deal with 
this recurring attack. A little of the 
literature one receives is useful, but a lot 
is valueless. Many of the letters are 
standard ones, poorly duplicated and with 
the name of the job and one’s own name 
and address typed on, and most of 
these go straight into the wastepaper 
basket. However, a number are obviously 
specially written for the occasion and if 
these are from firms who have done good 
work on previous contracts one does try 
to reply to them. Is one being unduly 
sensitive if one fears that the others may 
think one very unkind when their letters 
go unacknowledged? 

Often these letters arrive at a far too 
early stage. The application to the local 
authority may have been an ‘outline’ 
one, the architect may be involved in 
sketch plans and negotiations for many 
months before he reaches the time for 
selecting contractors or specifying pro- 
prietary articles. I find that if I try to be 
decent and send a reply to the effect that 
the matter is in its very early stages, but 
that I will bear the firm’s name in mind 
when the time comes, I receive a follow- 
up letter in a few weeks’ time inquiring 
progress, and the whole business starts 
over again. 

I am sure that many of the intelligent 
and sensitive sales managers do realise 
that busy private practitioners must be 
wooed more skilfully but, to those who 
have not yet realised that one just cannot 
spend time and money answering all these 
communications, may I make an appeal 
through your columns that if they really 
want a reply they should send a Business 
Reply Service postcard with space on 
which one could scribble a_ suitable 
message such as: 

Early stages yet. Please send a re- 
minder in 6 months’ time; or 

Sorry, no call for your product/services 
on this job; or 

Please send me some technical litera- 
ture, etc. 

Then the sales force would at least 
have something to show for their efforts 
and my conscience would be eased. 

DAVID O. SEARLE [FRIBA], 
2 South-square, WCl. 


Working Conditions in Offices 


sirR,—Earlier this year the Government 
announced that it proposed to introduce 
comprehensive legislation covering light- 
ing and other working conditions in 


offices and shops, to take effect before 
the Offices Act, 1960, becomes operative 
on January 1 next year. Since the Queen’s 
Speech on October 31, however, it has 
been stated that this proposed legislation 
has been crowded out by other measures 
and will instead be introduced in the 
1962-63 session, and that meanwhile no 
steps will be taken to implement the 
Offices Act. 

This may come as relief to office 
managements anxious to put off neces- 
sary improvements as long as possible— 
improvements which will not now be en- 
forced for another year or so. Progressive 


managements, however, will realise that 
postponement of compulsion is not a valid 
reason for postponing work which ought 
to be done in the interests of business 
efficiency and the health and welfare of 
employees. 

Obviously any lighting improvements 
made now should meet the requirements 
of Regulations to be issued in due course, 
but nobody yet knows what standard 
the Regulations will require. It is, how- 
ever, quite certain that if office lighting 
is brought up to the standard of the new 
1961 Code of the Illuminating Engineer- 
ing Society, it will not only comply with 
the law, it will be a business asset. The 
names and addresses of local secretaries 
can be obtained from this Society’s head- 
quarters at 32 Victoria-street, London, 
SWI (tel.: Abbey 5215). 

A. WILCOCK [AMIEE, DIP. MIES], 
Director, The British Lighting Council. 


More Everyday Things 
BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 


69. Nobody Called 


I WAS ONCE TOLD the touching little story 
of an old lady who lived alone and kept 
a diary. When she died and her diary 
was read, there was a daily entry: 
‘Nobody called.’ The story comes to 
mind sometimes when I read of demon- 
strations around buildings about to be 
demolished which have previously been 
allowed to live in obscurity. The old 
lady probably had flowers and mourners 
at her funeral, but I don’t doubt she 
would have gladly sacrificed these for 
a few callers when she was alive. 

I often wish that some of the earnest 
preservationists who spring into action in 
defence of a building at the first threat 
of destruction would 
devote their energies to 
singing its praises dur- 
ing its lifetime. I hardly 
dare mention the Euston 
Arch again, yet it is an 
outstanding example of 
the kind of last-minute 
panic which this belated 
admiration creates. 


but let some wicked developer come 
along to pull them down to make way for 
a comprehensive town planning scheme, 
and the banners and wreaths will appear 
like magic. Why doesn’t someone point 
out these buildings to us now, so that 
we may admire them in the fullness of 
life rather than in the shadow of death? 

Books on London are legion, telling you 
where to go and what to see and naming 
the famous buildings: they all tell the 
same story in a hundred different ways. 
Why can’t we have something to tell us 
where to find all those gems and national 
monuments that the ardent preserva- 
tionists will rush to preserve as soon as 
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Only when the scaf- 
fold is erected and the 
noose dangles on the 
gibbet do we hear that 
it is a national monu- j 
ment. No guide book 
on London I have so 
far encountered makes 
mention of it, and I am 
sure the official tours do 
not include it in their 
itinerary. Thousands have passed through 
it, some perhaps in awe and reverence, 
but far more in unnoticing silence. Archi- 
tects have not revered it until the 
moment of demolition when some are 
prepared to walk round it carrying 
banners pleading for its deliverance from 
doom. 

I know of many buildings of varying 
degrees of merit where ‘ nobody calls ’— 
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somebody wants to pull them down? Why 
should we not have a chance of getting 
to know them and forming our own 
opinions before the frenzy of the life- 
and-death struggle is upon us?  Build- 
ings, like old ladies, enjoy callers now 
and then, and I would plead for a little 
more notice in their lifetime for these 
loved buildings from those people who 
are so keen to preserve them from death. 








Motorways 
4. The National Pattern 


BY JOHN RAE, DIP. ARCH, DIP. TP, ARIBA 


IN THIS CONCLUDING ARTICLE we consider 
motorways against the background of the 
nation-wide traffic pattern. We shall 
examine the various forms of transport 
open to our nation, analyse them and 
draw conclusions that may point to a 
future pattern. The basic requirements for 
a nation-wide transport pattern are safety, 
economy and speed, and added to these 
is the dilemma of the types of transport 
needed, that is to say the local transport 
used in local methods of movement and 
the nation-wide transport using methods 
of movement geared to greater distances 
and to greater speed. The ideal form of 
transport will be one that can easily 
intermix these two characteristics. 

Looking into the past we find that, 
whatever system of transport has been 
used, it has always failed to meet this 
particular dilemma. The canals produced 
a nation-wide network, and linked impor- 
tant centres to each other, but were 
unable to link building to building in any 
fully integrated system. It was, there- 
fore, necessary to use a secondary form 
of transport to convey goods either to or 
away from the boats on the canal. The 
canals, however, were economic, and are 
still one of the cheapest methods of 
carrying heavy loads. A major drawback 
is their slowness, but it is not always 
necessary for goods to be carried at high 
speed; what is often more important is 
that a regular supply of any commodity 
should be maintained, and if sufficient 
boats are used to maintain a regular 
supply at the factory it does not seem to 
matter whether or not the raw material 
has taken two weeks or two days to make 
its journey. 


Out-of-Date Forms of Transport 


The railways very quickly superseded 
the canals. They were a much faster, and 
in the first case a fairly cheap, method of 
transport. However, they, too, failed to 
meet the dilemma of the mixing of traffic, 
and it was necessary with the railway as 
with the canal to load and unload the 
vehicles of nation-wide transport. A few 
buildings, it is true, provided themselves 
at some expense with special sidings, but 
these were the exceptions rather than the 
rule. 

It would seem, on the surface, that the 
roads alone can fulfil the two types of 
transport outlined above. The _ local 
vehicles, using the local road system, can 
move without any fresh loading or 
unloading to the nation-wide network of 
motorways. However, there are serious 
drawbacks to roads as the solution to 
nation-wide travel. Roads do not fulfil 
the needs of safety. They are not 
economic solutions because they are 
expensive to build and costly to maintain, 
and are comparatively expensive to drive 
upon. They do not fulfil the need 
for speed in an age where speeds of over 
500 mph are very often used. Fourth, 


there is the air, and this has been deve- 
loped during the last few years. How- 
ever, even the air does not wholly fulfil 
the functions outlined above of safety, 
economy or combining the local and 
nation-wide traffic systems. 

It is my intention to show that all 
these forms of transport are already out 
of date. The canal is almost a non- 
starter because of the enormous expense 
of creating canal systems and of main- 
taining them, and of their extreme slow- 
ness in transport. The railway was 
almost out of date before it was built. 


The Folly of Narrow Gauge 


In this country we run our trains on a 
narrow gauge track, much narrower than 
the old wide gauge Great Western Rail- 
way built by Brunel. This man had a 
truly scientific approach to transport, and 
designed his railway gauge for the job 
that it was meant to do—to support 
heavy locomotives and their load travel- 
ling at high speed in safety. The narrow 
gauge railways of the north were designed 
not for this purpose of speed, but so that 
a man could walk with ease between the 
tracks and push the truck in front of 


him. Such an approach, which was 
unfortunately adopted by the whole 
country’s railway system, cannot be 


regarded as anything but the worst type 
of moonshine and folly. 

The aeroplane had its heyday between 
the two wars when as a small man-carry- 
ing machine it was able to take off and 
land in any field and could thus fulfil 
the two traffic functions. The develop- 
ment nowadays of extremely large 
machines capable of carrying hundreds of 
people or excessive loads is a retrograde 
step, and the machines require enormous 
runways and ancillary buildings in order 
to get them into the air. When in the 
air they pound and vibrate above our 
heads in a way that sane people would 
not allow. 

We come now to the road, and in par- 
ticular to the motorway. Quite obviously 
the car has become the universal means 
of transport, but this has posed problems, 
both for local and for nation-wide trans- 
port. At the local level you have the 
problem of congestion and of parking 
until it would seem that all towns are to 
be swept away by the whirlygig of motor 
cars. On the nationwide scale vou have 
the problems of fatigue on highways. 
There is also the problem that a car built 
to travel enormous distances at high 
speeds is very often not a suitable car 
for taking short distances at relatively 
low speeds, and ‘ vice versa.’ Conditions 
are thus induced that will almost inevit- 
ably lead to radical failure in the means 
of conveyance. 

It is obvious that at the local level the 
car and lorry are the best known and the 
best forseeable answers to the problems 
of transport, and in particular to the 
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transport and haulage of goods. Schemes 
have been put forward which require the 
pedestrian to stand on moving pavements, 
or which devise a system of public owner- 
ship for cars so that a pedestrian may 
drive away in any car and when he has 
finished with it leave it by the side of the 
road, and so on. These are not as out- 
rageous as they may at first seem. How- 
ever, they have obvious disadvantages. 

At the national level other alterna- 
tives are being put forward for motor- 
car drivers. Experiments have been made 
with remote-control driving mechanisms, 
whereby a person driving for several 
hundreds of miles on a known highway 
can switch over to an automatic control 
which will take him and all other travel- 
lers safely down the road. This system 
has advantages in that all cars are linked 
to the same control system and therefore 
the possibility of accidents is greatly 
diminished. 

Another possibility with the motor car 
is to take it to the railway station, put it 
on the train, and sit or sleep in train com- 
fort until you have arrived at the other 
end of your journey, and then to drive 
away again. This of course is also what 
happens when we take a car across the 
sea. However, the railway, with its narrow 
gauge, is unable to offer this facility to 
heavy lorries. It is also unable to offer 
this facility to very many cars. Above all 
the motor car, whether self-propelled or 
on board a train or a boat, is a very slow 
method of transport when considering 
journeys of several hundreds of miles. 
The alternative of putting the car on 
board an aeroplane is a good one, but 
will only increase the density of air traffic, 
which is not a good idea. 


Mixed Transport 


Various systems of mixed transports are 
also being devised. Systems that link the 
airport with the town centre by fast mono- 
rail trains; or the railway to the airport, 
or the town centre to the centre of 
another town by short-distance heli- 
copters. All these systems depend upon a 
change being made by the person or lug- 
gage that is being transported. Although 
they could speed up enormously the pre- 
sent systems of travel, they fall down at 
this point and are not good methods of 
travel for future developments. 

There is also a large amount of research 
being carried out into the various types 
of locomotives. Unless we are careful we 
shall find that the future is as cluttered 
as the past by a diversity of mechanical 
contrivances. This will not do for an 
efficient method of transport. However, 
it does pose the problem of making the 
right decisions now to provide the pattern 
of the future. 

As we look back over the eras of the 
canal and of the railway, and more 
recently the air, we can be amazed at the 
enormous pioneering effort that went into 
each of these systems. When we realise 
that none of these systems has had an 
active life of much more than 100 years 
we can be even more amazed. We should 
note that these systems ran economically 
during this boom period, and that only 
after they had become obsolete, ‘ vide’ 
the canals and the railways, and to some 
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extent the air, did they begin to loose 
money heavily. They are now a burden 
upon the nation’s economy. 


We should not be content to patch up 
what has gone before, nor should we be 
content to build a system of motorways 
across our country when it is obvious 
that they cannot fulfil the needs of 
national transport. We are called upon 
to make a new pioneering effort and to 
base it upon scientific reason in the 
manner of Brunel rather than upon that 
plague of all British effort—the senti- 
mental tradition. 


The Hovercraft 


It would be idle to pretend that I had 
not an answer to the nation’s transport 
system. I have, and in putting it forward 
I believe that it could turn our nation 
into one of the foremost in the world. 
Of the various systems of transport that 
we have so far considered there is one 
that enables us to travel at speed by 
reason of its lack of friction. The true 
development of the early aeroplane is not 
the present stratocruiser nor the rocket— 
it is the hovercraft. 

Man’s problem has always been to 
maintain movement above the ground, 
and his dream has been to probe the 
stars. We have unfortunately mixed 
these two together to produce our present 
expensive flying machines. The hover- 
craft is in its infancy, but it has given 
the answer to all the traffic problems that 
have so far been posed. On a nationwide 
system the hovercraft could be a large 
craft, and could be guided over paths 
that are prepared for its movements. 
These paths could have a rail, rather like 
the monorail of various trains, so that 
the hovercraft could link itself to this 
and be guided by it, and also through 
this rail pick up its electrical power. 
However, the important difference be- 
tween the hovercraft on a guide rail, and 
the train on a mono-rail, is that the 
hovercraft is merely touching the rail in 
order to receive electricity power and 
electrical impulses for guidance and is 
maintaining itself above the ground by its 
own cushion of air; whereas the train 
itself is resting full weight upon the rail. 

Thus the hovercraft will not require 
any made-up ground, road, or other ex- 
pensive track. The rail itself can be 
lightly fixed above the country to be 
traversed. This is an important economic 
consideration. There will be a degree of 
safety in this hovercraft that cannot be 
easily attained in any other form of trans- 
port. The guide-rail will itself dictate the 
speed at which the craft moves and its 
position along the rail, and thus accidents 
due to crashing into another machine will 
be impossible. Furthermore, the hover- 
craft, by riding only a few inches above 
the surface of the ground, will not have 
the danger that one normally associates 
with an aeroplane when falling to the 
ground due to some mechanical failure. 

I am not going to suggest the exact 
positioning of a nationwide network for 
these hovercraft, but if the railway itself 
becomes out of date there is an embryo 
hovercraft network already in existence. 
I foresee these hovercraft being of large 


size, and with many decks, so that they 
will be quite literally ships of the land. 
This is important, because it will enable 
passengers to take their journey in com- 
fort sitting on the top deck and enjoy- 
ing the view while goods are loaded 
below. 


The Missing Link 


It is at this point that the hovercraft 
can offer the one factor that is missing in 
all other forms of transport, the important 
link between a national and a local system. 
The local system will not consist of baby 
hovercraft driven recklessly by anyone 
who happens to own one, but will continue 
to rely upon wheeled vehicles using local 
and access roads. That is to say, the lorry, 
van and car that we know today. How- 
ever, these local vehicles can be driven 
loaded or unloaded straight onto a hover- 
craft, and they will thus move from the 
local to the national system without any 
need for unloading. On the national 
system they will be quickly and safely 
transported to a point near their final 
destination, when they will drive off again 
and onto the local road system. 

I can think of nothing more simple or 
more attractive. J am very often required 
to make the journey between London 
and Scotland and I have done so in 
almost every way that is open to me; 
each one of them has serious snags and 
drawbacks, but the one that I look for- 
ward to perhaps least of all is the great 
labour of driving. This takes a whole 





day to do and imposes a great strain upon 
one’s health. Sometimes, on the night 
before such a drive, I lie in bed and long 
for a hovercraft to transport me and my 
car the 400 miles in perfect safety. 

There is one further aspect that is very 
important: the aspect of speed. The pre- 
sent time taken by an aeroplane between 
London Airport and Renfrew near Glas- 
gow is one hour and twenty minutes. To 
drive the same distance will take ten 
hours. It is interesting that the train will 
take the same ten hours. However, the 
hovercraft will travel at speeds as fast 
as and probably faster than our present 
aeroplanes—that is to say the journey 
between Glasgow and London can be 
made with your car in as little time as 
three-quarters of an hour. 

People who live in Brighton sometimes 
commute to London and spend an hour 
in the train at each end of the day. With 
this hovercraft system it would be pos- 
sible, if one so wished, to spend the same 
time in travel and to commute from the 
Western Highlands. I just mention this, 
not because I believe this to be a good 
idea or valid town or country planning, 
but to emphasise the speed that these new 
forms of transport will be able to intro- 
duce into our national life. I have already 
pointed out that it is possible, by using 
hovercraft, to move from the local system 
to the nationwide system and back again 
without any break for loading or off-load- 
ing. It is also possible to move from 
nation to nation, over the seas. 

(Concluded) 
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NEW FLEET STREET OFFICE BLOCK.—The Venture Property & Development Co. Ltd., 
the property company of the Chamberlain Group of property, building construction 
and engineering companies, states that work has now commenced on the office 
development of 191-192 Fleet-street and 2-4 Chancery-lane, adjoining the Law 
Courts, by Chancery-Fleet Properties Ltd., a joint company formed with the Church 


Commissioners. 


The building was designed by the architects to the Venture 


Property & Development Co. Ltd.; architect in charge, Mr. M. J. Baggott, ARIBA. 
The quantity surveyors are Langdon and Every; the consulting engineers, Oscar 
Faber and Partners; and the general contractors, Paterson & Dickinson Ltd. 
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Once More Unto Olympus 


Stand Design at the Building Exhibition 


Reviewed by G. GRENFELL BAINES, OBE, FRIBA, MTPI 


TO COME UP FOR THE THIRD TIME on this 
particular assignment, the experience 
vividly reviving the past, makes one 
wonder whether, while elephants never 
forget, do architects and builders? I 
hope they do! 

Two years ago your correspondent flew 
in low over this promising land (do 
manufacturers keep’ their’ delivery 
promises? The Builders’ President had 
something to say about it at the opening), 
flew in low and returned with a few dry 
remarks; now once again (after a scanda- 
lously superficial survey preceded by a 
prestressing of white wine and sausages) 
he has the effrontery to inflict his im- 
pressions of only a small selection of the 
displays out of a wealth of no fewer than 
some thirteen hundred exhibits. His 
allotted span leaves little scope for treat- 
ing all these subjects and single epithets 
have been known to lead straight into 
libel! I hope to skate round the edge 
of that, building a constructive context 
around the sharp edges of examination. 


Improved Standard of Design 

On the whole, the prevailing impression 
of the stands is one of improvement. 
Stands themselves are simpler in form, 
broader in surface treatment, lighter and 
more airy in construction, delicately 
framing rather than overwhelmingly 
dominating the display. 

Timber wrot is this show’s gimmick 
with a strong hangover of black and white 
(no advertising) from the last show. Even 
the pebbles in many landscapes are black 
and white, which is a pity. Some exhibi- 


tors showing a large range still fail to 





find the intermediate scale between indi- 
vidual product and the stand itself; 
others, more successful, realise the need 
to discipline disparate small objects in 
larger groups lodged in recesses, panels 
and so on that gently lead the eye from 
the stand to the product without creating 
visual clamour. With honourable excep- 
tions lighting still seems to be the greatest 
single design weakness; exciting forms are 
sprayed with light from sources com- 
pletely unrelated to the function of re- 
vealing form; surfaces, the integrity of 
which are vital to the concept, are 
bowdlerised by irrelevant secondary 
patterns of light and shadow; textures 
that could be beautifully expressive in 
glancing lights stand brutally revealed in 
head-on illumination, making sure there 
is no shadow—a policy which may meet 
some engineering criteria but certainly 
does not suit the subject. 

(Acute observers may detect a certain 
order in these comments stemming from 
the good fare and overall bonhomie 
generated by the opening ceremony in 
the Addison restaurant, otherwise no 
merit is implied in the order of the fol- 
lowing remarks which merely reflect the 
random, slightly reciprocal (must go 
back to that) nature of the inspection.) 

Sallying fresh from the wit and wisdom 
of the Minister, two plant stands caught 
the eye (not that kind). One, the wHiT- 
LOCK where the plant looked far better 
than the wigwam office with its hanging 
baskets of flora, the other the SHAWNEE 
POOLE show where the plant was allowed 
to speak for itself with no more than 
distant gallery girders in attendance—not 


a bad background at that, as many more 
exhibitors located near to the Olympian 
fabric might bear in mind. For building 
plant, powerfully impressive, can stand in 
its own right without stands; if offices 
there must be for whatever goes on (as if 
I didn’t know) their design might take a 
cue from the unself-conscious functional 
simplicity of the goods on show. But to 
the stands! 


Acid-etched Mermaids 


Convincing photo-murals of masonry 
on the KANGO stand till the 2 in. return 
is revealed. Kangos can go through more 
than that! KENNEDY’s have a problem on 
their stand (L 706)—(how to get a ceiling 
free over a display where six fluorescents 
sail with Olympia in the background). An 
ordered forest of wrot-timber posts 
carrying an interesting ceiling of stag- 
gered symbol panels grows over the 
ALLIED IRONFOUNDERS’ display (X 326). 
Good this, but oh dear! those acid-etched 
mermaids on the glass panels between 
pretty pink lowsunk baths! Externally, 
a vivid demonstration of how cast iron 
soil pipes (treated presumably with Dr. 
Angus Smith’s solution) can wreck the 
peace of a piece of good walling. 

CANDY’s galaxy of wall tiles seemed 
uneasy in such close juxtaposition to a 
neat timber frame (W 337); they may 
have a way of coping with movement, but 
they did not quite cope with the prob- 
lems of plethora; those darts of colour 
into plain black backgrounds would have 
been better gathered up into simple areas 
to inform the main shapes. Yet in spite 
of the sense of confusion the quality of 


Left and below, The Builder Stand, designed by John Rae, 
ARIBA, which has timber cladding on a steel structure, 
with vertical spark gaps at wall junctions 
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Stands : 1, London Brick Company, designed by John R. 

Harris, FRIBA, assistant L. S. Davis; 2, Bellrock, designed 

by A. Diprose, ARIBA; 3, Econa Modern Products Ltd., 

designed by S. T. Walker & Partners; 4, Copper Develop- 

ment Association, designed by Russell, Cole & Bender, 

architects; 5, H. C. Janes Ltd., designed by own design 
staff 


Some Stands at the Exhibition 








the material comes through, creating a 
desire to specify. EVODE’s cleancut two- 
storey creation (W 339) in this show’s 
gimmick, timber and steel, with elegant 
spiral stair about a centre column rising 
beyond to hold a red pyramid canopy, 
would have earned high marks but for 
that irritating light flicker in the lower 
reaches. Hope the Reps. don’t get the 
glares before the show is over! 

At first I thought the naked framing 
over the GEC stand (this stunt always 
makes me think of bomb damage) justi- 
fied by the need for floating ceilings of 
light, but No! they were held by other 
means. Naughty! taking up so much air! 
Still, a well ordered display of many 
good-looking fittings (stand X 323). 
EKCO—an echo of Corb and Sussex; clean 
lines and profiles not repeated in product 
display (Y 318). An attractive welded 
tubular space frame to STEEL SCAFFOLD- 
ING’s ‘Big Ben’ scaffolding and welded 
construction exhibit (X618), but I would 
fail their designer on that paltry little 
stair to the sanctuary. 


In the Grand Hall 

‘Is this the Grand ‘all?’ I was asked 
hereabouts. It looked grand so we pro- 
ceeded—straight on into old Marley’s 
(gh)oast house—sorry, Marley’s old oast 
house, once again, but with a stand (H 
252) much cleaner, crisper, less laden with 
wrot-iron bricabrac than last time. Here 
is another firm with a plethorian problem 
pretty well handled by a rhythm of large 
boxes. A new ‘buried’ landscape ploy 
here, tender tendrils creeping out from 
under low-slung display units, quite in- 
triguing, but beautiful modern plastic 
rainwater goods with sockets and lugs 
‘just like cast iron.” Oh dear! Nearby 
(stand G 226) HICKSON’S puzzle corner— 
proof, decay, flame, insect; these were the 
words I picked out of a black-and-white 
timber background—a clear case of 
woods and trees, if you see what I mean. 


A Sensible Marriage 

What is this zing, no, zinc—a very 
smart stand (H 256), out of a marriage 
between the zinc and the LEAD develop- 
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ment interests, a sensible idea to take two 
small displays to make something more 
than the sum of them. That vee-profiled 
fascia with the -big letters, the elegant 
steel frame, the way full display value was 
extracted from the spiral stair casing, all 
these went to make one of the eye 
catchers. Cool, clean stuff, this, com- 
pared with the HALSTEAD temple (F 218) 
showing that interesting new material 
* Decracel,’ somewhat desecrated by being 
wrapped around pedestrian wrot-iron 
curlicues, its thermal and sound insula- 
tion, light diffusion and fire-resistant pro- 
perties—all of great interest to the 
modern architect—completely negated by 
this unfortunate choice of decor. Let’s 
hope the builders don’t fall for it! 

Over to EASTWOODS, Once again a most 
attractive stand (F 216) in timber frame 
and coloured panels. Hard to realise at 
first encounter it’s about bricks, but of 
course there is the ‘E’ pylon and then 
a telling display of tiles in broad areas, 
an elegant stair inviting to upper areas 
for those with time, but not me who now 
notes ANDERSON’S, a stand (No. 195) of 
good form, expressive of their ‘deck’ 
products; a graceful stair with thin steel 
strings stiffened by the treads—a nice 
example of integrated structure (do they 
make them, I wonder?) but. oh, that 
pathetically realistic ‘Red Hand’ in the 
midst of all this sophistication (not the 
only trade mark that just does not live 
with modern design—Blue Circle is 
another). It may be the mark is sacro- 
sanct for sales reasons, but on occasions 
like this there are better ways of putting 
it over as part of the stand design. Bison 
used to do it well; where were they this 
time? 

The H. Cc. JANES stand (C 158) is a good 
example of the happy marriage between 
product and stand: those combinations 
of fine finished hardwood frames and 
painted, presumably softwood. sashes to 
racy and practical profiles whetted mv 
appetite for timber curtain walls. And 
the NATIONAL COAL BOARD, a sleek clean 
structural form (stand D 162) inspired by 
being part under the gallery. Good- 
looking piers of rustic brick set in fat 
flush joints to make an ordered display 
invested with that intermediate scale 
mentioned earlier. High marks here! 

It used to be high marks for CARTER, 
too, but I wonder this time if they have 
not reached a Corinthian in their career? 
That name pokes out of an over-sized 


telephone kiosk (stand E 194). Yet what 
lovely materials! Beautiful tiles and 
absolutely luscious mosaics. ‘The ren- 


dering must be good’ I overheard a rep. 
telling two duffel-coated types—quantity 
surveyors? 


A Sweeping Spiral 

So to BELLROCK. Even if you do not 
like wet trades this stand (D 168) will 
bring you to touch their plaster. I am 
beginning to hate people who love (no 
advertising!), but this stand, with its 
powerful curved form cut at the top in 
a telling profile—a sweeping spiral so 
tactile you have to stroke it—makes me 
love . . . and—well, if this does not sell 
plaster to anyone else it sold it to me! 
Those interesting triangular patterns on 
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brick piers to illustrate the coats—very 
good. Two binds—lighting and form not 
related, to the detriment of both, and the 
floor not strong enough in tone. Dark 
tone floors seem to come off best, show- 
ing up the products and contrasting with 
the grey grano of Olympia. (Yes, they 
show the footmarks too, but good dark 
tones will stand that.) 

High marks to BROCKHOUSE for taking 
full advantage of a siting hazard—public 
stair to gallery—in a powerful display of 
their famous ‘rock and roll’ structure 
with a toughly detailed timber clad (C 
154). Obviously attractive to two tight- 
trousered architects (they couldn’t have 
been anything else) who looked as if rock 
and roll might be a familiar technique! 
It must be the height of sophistication to 
sport a stand that looks as if it were for 
glass when all thetime you are the 
LONDON BRICK COMPANY, but what a 
beautiful stand it is (E 188). The black 
frame (steel and wood to the touch), 
elegant and cool, the dark floor an effec- 
tive foil for the glass panels, striking 
coloured transparencies of dozens of L.B. 
jobs, and (when you get to them) the 
bricks themselves in sunk panels of a 
good size. 


Clean, Ordered Display 

Also a light, clean, ordered display by 
the NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CLAY INDUS- 
TRIES, where bricks are offered up in 
panels poised over a nondescript carpet 
that would have been better dark. Not 
afraid to whitewash brick either. If the 
lettering has to be off the fascia, perhaps 
it would be better to lift it clean off 
rather than rest it on. Nevertheless, a 
quiet and satisfying stand (C 147) in con- 
trast to BRIGGS; such a lot going on, 
makes you wonder what they do. Oh, 
roofs (difficult things to photograph, 
architects please note; we must develop 
an aesthetic of roofs to meet the demands 
of living high). Mustn’t blame Briggs 
for those awful photographs—they’re 
keeping the wet out, that’s their job; it 
is up to us to get some inspiration into 
the process. 

Speaking of inspiration, someone had a 
share designing stand B 137 for ECONA. 
Beautiful clean-cut white walls, spaced 
with gaps to lead you in and lettered 
exquisitely, supporting a twin-member 
framed ceiling of varnished timber. 
Multi-products again, but in immaculately 
ordered panels. (Passing thought—dark 
tones make the best backgrounds for 
metal products.) 

That’s a dramatic ceiling of hollow con- 
crete hexagons over the c.M.c. stand! I 
wish those star columns, finely cast, had 
been left natural too, instead of being 
painted black. Concrete should never 
be painted, but on this occasion especially 
so, for the columns and ceiling (D 179) 
are a beautiful structure crying out for 
clear expression. Still more good marks 
for well-lighted, generous panels of 
CULLAMIX, an attractive paved floor, the 
lighted landscape. But, oh! that old 
blue circle! This time a much better 
stand by HOPES, more modest and restful, 
displaying their fine products in a well- 


(Continued on page 993) 
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Stands: 1, Adamsez, designed by 
D.M.A. Design Ltd.; 2, Sussex & Dork- 
ing Brick Co. Ltd., designed by W. H. 
Saunders & Son; 3, Eastwoods, de- 
signed by Design Research Unit; 4, D. 
Anderson & Son Ltd., designed by 
John Bruckland, ARIBA; 5, Hopes, 
designed by Kenneth Grange, FSIA; 
6, Zinc and Lead Development Asso- 
ciations, designed by Dewar Mills; 7, 
Pilkington Brothers Ltd., designed by 
Sven M. Sternfeldt, LRIBA, Staff 
Architect; 8, National Coal Board, 
designed by Larry Williamson of 
Architects Design Group. 
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Harringay Boys’ Club 


Hornsey, N8& 


JOHN A. CLARK, ARIBA, architect 


JAMES THOMAS & SONS LTD., general contractors 


view from east 


the club looking north, from Tottenham-lane 


THIS BOYS’ CLUB, the first traditionally constructed build- 
ing in the London Federation’s ‘ Twenty New Clubs’ pro- 
gramme and sponsored by the Rotary Club of Harringay, 
is situated at the junction of Tottenham-lane and Ribbles- 
dale-road, Hornsey, N8. The club has come into existence 
through a grant made by the Ministry of Education and 
the generous help of the Hornsey Parochial Charities, Mr. 
Charles Clore, the Variety Club of Great Britain and others. 

Requirements were a hall, coffee bar, games rooms, quiet 
room, office, cloakrooms, changing room, showers, toilets, 
workshop and stores. When in the future a stage is 
provided, the stores—both having separate toilets—can be 


view looking south 
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used as dressing rooms. Access to stage will be via the 
staircase and the sliding door provided at stage level. The 
site has a considerable fall from south to north and full 
advantage was taken of this to plan on two floors. 

The main entrance faces Tottenham-lane, and the coffee 
bar is to the left of the entrance, placed thus to give a 
welcome atmosphere on entering; the kitchen also serves 
direct into the hall. The club leader’s office is placed at the 
head of the staircase, thus giving him visual control. 

Structure generally, including all partitions, is brick; and 
the hall roof is finished with green asbestos-based felt on 
*‘Stramit’ boards supported by steel purlins and trusses. 
The remainder of the building has ‘ Bondura’ hollow brick 
floors and roof, the latter screeded to falls and covered with 
similar felt as the main roof. The hall floor is covered with 
Jarrah strip flooring on battens, the coffee bar and upper- 


level rooms have jointless flooring, and the lower rooms 
have granolithic finish. All walls are fair-face brick with 
* Prodoglaze ’ finish. 

Heating throughout is by electricity, the hall having infra- 
red heaters at high level and the ancillary rooms convectors; 
all heating is under clock control. Hot water is from 
off-peak electric water storage heaters. Lighting generally 
is by tungsten lamps or fluorescent fittings. 

Speed was the essence of the contract throughout, Clients’ 
instructions were given in September, 1960, tenders were 
returned in December, 1960, work commenced in May, 1961, 
and the building was finished in October, 1961. Acknow- 
ledgement is given to Miss Emmerson Price, ARIBA, 
of the Ministry of Education, who vetted the plans and gave 
helpful suggestions. Cost was £26,225 14s. 6d., giving a 
figure per ft. sup. of £3 19s. 3d. 











entrance hall 





gymnasium hall; below: games room 
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stairs from lower ground floor 





corner of coffee bar 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Warnham buff rustic facing bricks: Sussex 
& Dorking Brick Co. Ltd.; black ‘ Dunbriks’: 
J. H. Sankey & Son Ltd.; roofing to hall: 
Stramit Boarding Co. Ltd.; ‘ Bondura’ floors 
& roofs: Brick Floor Construction Co. Ltd.; 
felt roofing: Field & Partners Ltd.; staircases, 
screens, doors, frames, etc.: C. Jay Cole & 
F. A. Cole Ltd.; roof trusses & steelwork: 
Northare Organisation Ltd.; heating, lighting 
& plumbing: Jennings Bros. (London) Ltd.; 
plastering: J. B. Abbott & Co. (Plasterers) Ltd.; 
glazing: Hond & Langer Ltd.; wall decora- 
tions: Prodorite Ltd.; wood strip flooring: 
Myrafloor Ltd.; architectural metalwork: G. 
Johnson Bros. Ltd.; sanitary fittings: J. H. 
Sankey & Sons Ltd.; electric sign: Boro’ Elec- 
tric Signs Ltd.; landscaping: Hornsey Borough 
Council, and photography: L. G. Sheldon, 
Photographics. 


Harringay Boys’ Club, N& 
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Chartered Quantity Surveyors 
Sir William Holford on the Industry’s Approach to the Chancellor 


MEMBERS and guests attending the annual 
dinner of the Quantity Surveyors’ Com- 
mittee of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, held at Grosvenor 
House, Wl, on Tuesday evening, heard 
SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, President of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 
emphasise the importance of a body repre- 
sentative of the whole of the building 
industry being formed—if it did not 
already exist—to approach the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer on the part that the 
industry could play in the economic life 
of the nation. Mr. J. G. Osborne, chair- 
man of the Quantity Surveyors, Com- 
mittee, was in the chair. 

SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD referred to the 
‘agonising reappraisal’ currently being 
undertaken by the RIBA on a number of 
matters of vital importance to the archi- 
tectural profession. He went on to say 
that quite recently the RIBA had joined 
with the RICS in proposals for the re- 
development of urban areas, and he was 
glad to say that the Association of Muni- 
cipal Corporations had also joined with 
the RIBA and RICS on their recom- 
mendations, and had agreed to circulate 
these to its members. 

On the Joint Consultative Committee 
of Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders, Sir William said that they were 
looking very much to the future, and it 
might be that the time had come to 
enlarge the JCC’s scope to include both 
the specialists and sub-contractors and the 
structural engineers in its organisation so 
as more adequately to represent the 
‘multifarious building industry.’ 


The JCC’s Role 


If the Joint Consultative Committee, Sir 
William Holford continued, was not the 
body to advance the building industry’s 
claims to the Chancellor, then it was for 
them to devise such a body to represent 
the whole of the building industry in this 
vitally important task. He warned against 
a possible misconception of the building 
industry—it was important not just 
because of its power and size. He 
welcomed the coming of the transistor 
radio, which did the same job as the 
overblown sets of yesterday—he thought 
that there was a moral here for the 
building industry, but he did not propose 
at the moment to say what it might be. 

Earlier, Sir William, who was respond- 
ing to the toast of the guests, pointed out 
that almost everyone was involved in 
some way with the building industry, 
whether he wished it or not. With the 
rebuilding of the RICS headquarters the 
Mayor of Westminster, for example, 
would be involved with a Government 
building on one side and the RICS on 
the other. He thought that the architect 
of the new RICS building, MR. DENYS 
LASDUN, deserved a special tribute, for 
he could not possibly please everyone— 
Chartered Surveyors, the Westminster 
City Council, and, not least, the Parlia- 
mentarians who would see what was 
happening across the square! 

The toast of the guests was proposed 


by MR. WILLIAM JAMES, Member of 
Council, who referred in particular to the 
presence of Mr. H. Verd, Président 
Fédéral, Fédération Nationale des 
Chambres Syndicales de Métreurs-Véri- 
ficateurs. He thought his presence at 
the dinner was particularly appropriate in 
view of our coming Common Market 
commitments. 

The response to the toast of the guests 
was admirably proposed by the RT. REV. 
Cc. K. N. BARDSLEY, CBE, the Lord Bishop 
of Coventry, who embellished his remarks 
with a number of amusing anecdotes. 


The company invited included: Cllr. J. L. 
C. Dribbell (Mayor of Westminster), Mr. R. 
J. Cleaver (Dep. Chairman, LCC), Mr. E. 
C. Strathon, PRICS, Mr. J. Gowing Middle- 
ton, PIOB, Mr. H. Verd (Président Fédéral, 
Fédération Nationale des Chambres Syndi- 
cales de Métreurs-Vérificateurs), Mr. F. R. 
Bullen, PIStructE, Mr. F. Russon (Pres. 
NFBTE), Mr. J. H. Mills (Pres. NFBTO), Mr. 
R. F. Mansell (Pres. LMBA), Mr. R. A. Price 
(Pres. FASS), Mr. Johnson Blackett (Pres. 
City & Borough Architects Society), Mr. L. A. 
Walden (Chm. NJC), Mr. A. B. Waters (Chm. 
Joint Contracts Tribunal), Mr. Cyril Sweett 
(Chm. NJCC), Sir Edward Muir (Permanent 
Secretary, MoW), Sir Bruce Fraser (Per- 
manent Secretary, MoH), Mr. A. A. Part 


(Dep. Secretary, MoE), Mr. W. G. Harris 
(Civil Engineer-in-Chief, Admiralty), Mr. W. 
G. M. Anderson (Director-General of 
Works, Air Ministry), Mr. C. G. Mant 
(Director-General of Works, MoW), Mr. J. W. 
Castleton (South African Chapter of QS), 
Dr. R. Jardine Brown, Mr. D. A. G. Reid, 
Dr. J. E. Richardson, Mr. E. M. Rice, Sir 
Charles Mole, Mr. F. J. H. Brackett, Mr. O. 
S. Chesterton, Mr. J. Craigie, Mr. W. J. 
Reiners, Mr. Ian Leslie, Mr. E. Harold 
Palmer (Hon. Secretary, RICS), Sir Thomas 
Bennett, Rear-Adml. P. W. Burnett (Sec. 
RICS), J. M. Austin-Smith, Arthur Bailey, 
C. F. Baker, P. H. Bates, Eric Bedford, L. J. 
Bradshaw, A. T. Brett-Jones, J. W. Buchanan, 
J. A. Burrell, J. B. Cannell, L. H. Colls, H. 
Conolly, S. A. G. Cook, G. A. Coombe, J. C. 
Corder, H. G. Coulter, Clifford Culpin, 
S_ E. T. Cusdin, K. K. Dale, R. G. Davies, 
Alan W. Davson, G. R. Dawbarn, J. Eastwick- 
Field, C. T. Every, R. G. Fanshawe, H. 
Hubbard Ford, R. O. Foster, P. Fothering- 
ham-Parker, R. H. Francis. 

Frederick Gibberd, R. W. Gleed, J. Hardie 
Glover, H. G. Goddard, Alan Goater, W. A. 
Guttridge, E. C. Harris, E. N. Harris, L. E. 
Henderson, G. A. Hill, I. M. C. Hill, A. P. 
Holdsworth, F. Hyams, L. Israel, F. L. Jack- 
man, S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall, C. R. King, 
Oliver Law, Whitfield Lewis, A. H. Ley, 
Alister MacDonald, J. B. Marks, E. D. 
Jefferiss Mathews, James Melvin, Ian G. 
Neilson (Under Sec. RICS), J. Nisbet. 

C. St. C. Oakes, Philip Pank, E. Playne, 
Andrew Renton, H. Fitzroy Robinson, E. 
Rosenberg, R. Duncan Scott, K. J. H. Sey- 
mour, Raglan Squire, E. P. Stewart, J. Stiil- 
man, David Stokes, W. E. Tatton-Brown, G. 
T. Vale, H. I. Venning, G. D. Walford (vice- 
Pres. RICS), Cyril Walker, Bryan Westwood 
and F. R. S. Yorke. 


News of the Week 


Borough Architect for Harrow 


A NEW APPOINTMENT—that of borough 
architect and planner—is being created 
at Harrow in view of the increasing 
amount of work of this nature. Under 
the new scheme, which comes into force 
next year, engineering and allied func- 
tions will remain under the control and 
direction of the borough engineer and 
surveyor. Architectural and planning (in- 
cluding replanning) functions will be 
dealt with by the new chief officer. The 
change is to take place on the retirement 
of Mr. Melville Richards, the council’s 
borough engineer and surveyor, on July 1. 


Symposium on Hospital Lighting 
A ONE-DAY SYMPOSIUM on Hospital Light- 
ing is being held in University College, 
Gower-street, on January 5, next, under 
the sponsorship of the Ministry of Health 
and the DSIR Building Research Station. 
The symposium is designed for architects 
and engineers both from Regional 
Hospital Boards and in private practice, 
and others particularly concerned with 
problems of hospital lighting. Papers will 
be given on the principles of hospital 
lighting, light sources and engineering, 
architectural and medical requirements. 
These will be followed by a discussion. 
The conference will be introduced by 
Professor Richard Llewelyn Davies and 
the principal speakers will be Mr. J. 
Constable, Dr. B. H. Crawford, Mr. J. 
Green, Dr. S. T. Henderson, Dr, R. G. 
Hopkinson, Mr. J. Musgrove, Mr. D. J. 
Petty and Dr. Wellgood Ferguson. The 
cost of the course including coffee, lunch 
and tea, will be one guinea. The numbers 
attending the course are limited and 


applications, together with the price of the 
tickets, should be made as soon as 
possible to Miss J. M. Beauchamp, 
Ministry of Health, Savile-row, WI. 
Cheques and postal orders should be 
made payable to the Ministry of Health 
and crossed ‘ Bank of England A/c, HM 
Paymaster General.’ 


Architects and- Sociologists 


A GENERAL MEETING of the Architectural 
Association is to be held at 8 pm on 
November 29, at 34 to 36 Bedford-square, 
London, WCl. This will be the first of 
several during the session for discussion 
on the relationship and co-operation of 
architects with colleagues in other pro- 
fessions. The discussion, entitled ‘ The 
Architect and Sociologist: a Problem of 
Collaboration,’ will be led by Mr. P. 
Willmott and Mr. E. Cooney of the In- 
stitute of Community Studies in Bethnal 
Green. The former is deputy director of 
the institute, and joint author with Pro- 
fessor M. Young of two recent studies of 
London and suburban social conditions. 
Mr. Cooney is engaged on a study of 
tenant reactions and social conditions in 
four large blocks of flats in the East End. 
The discussion is to be opened by Mr. 
O. Cox, ARIBA, and Mr. M. McEwen. 


Designing for the Disabled 


THE POLIO RESEARCH FUND, in association 
with the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects and with the support of the Building 
Exhibition, has awarded a_ research 
fellowship for studying the design of 
equipment, fittings and buildings for the 
disabled to Mr. Selwyn Goldsmith, MA 
(Cantab), ARIBA. It is tenable at the 
AA School of Architecture. 








Planning Staff Overworked 


PLANS FOR the redevelopment of the 
town centre at Richmond have been held 
up because the council’s planning staff is 
fully occupied dealing with routine appli- 
cations. The redevelopment committee 
is therefore asking for a town planning 
assistant to be engaged, to work only on 
the centre. 


Rugby Planning Appointment 

DR. T. W. SHARP, CBE, MA, DLITT(DUNELM), 
PPTPI, PPILA, has been appointed con- 
sultant to Rugby borough council to 
advise on planning and development. 


IAAS Building Exhibition Stand 


MR. JOHN EDMUND MARSHALL, building sur- 
veyor with Aylesbury Borough Council, 
won the competition for the :design of 
the Incorporated Association of Archi- 
tects’ and Surveyors’ stand at the Build- 
ing Exhibition. 


New Towns Progress Report 


DR. CHARLES HILL, the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, has presented 
to Parliament reports of the twelve New 
Town Development Corporations of 
England and Wales (HMSO, 27s. 6d.). 
These reports, which are made in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the New 
Towns Act, 1946, give accounts of pro- 
gress in each of the towns up to March 
31, 1961. 


Orpington Development Plan 


A DEVELOPMENT SCHEME to include new 
municipal buildings, a department store, 
and a swimming pool on a ten-acre site 
near High-street, Orpington, Kent, has 
been prepared by Sir John Burnet, Tait 
and Partners for Corab Holdings Ltd., 
who have made a town planning applica- 
tion for the scheme. The development 
company controls about 34 acres of the 
site and Orpington Urban Council, who 
own the other seven, has already served 
compulsory purchase orders so that they 
can erect their own civic centre scheme. 


Hockey Players Needed by RICS 


IN ADDITION to the fixtures already an- 
nounced by the sports club hockey sec- 
tion, the RICS have arranged a game with 
the insurance companies on April 4 next. 
This brings the number of fixtures in the 
season to five and as a result a few more 
players, particularly goalkeepers and 
forwards, are required. Those interested 
should apply to Mr. E. L. Norman, 206, 
Muswell Hill-broadway, London, N10. 


Professional 
Announcements 


MR. CHARLES SCRIVEN, FRIBA, and MR. 
FREDERICK G. M. BUTLIN, FRIBA, have retired 
from their partnership in MESSRS. YOUNG & 
HALL. MR. SCRIVEN will act as consulting 
architect to the firm and the practice will be 
continued by MR. ALNER W. HALL, MC, FRIBA, 
MR. RAYMOND SILCOCK, ARIBA, and MR. JOHN 
Cc. MORRIS, LRIBA, the name of the firm 
remaining unchanged. 

MESSRS. ANDREWS, KENT & STONE, consulting 
engineers, have opened an office at 125 High- 
street, Croydon, which will be under the 
control of their associate, MR. J. G. FINCHAM, 
AMISTRUCT.E. Their main office will still be at 
60 Wardour-street, London, W1. 


Competition News 
Public Baths, Ayr 


A DELAY of at least six months on the 
holding of an architectural design com- 
petition for public baths at Ayr was 
accepted on November 9 by the town 
council’s finance committee. The compe- 
tition assessor had written about difficul- 
ties caused by the curb on spending. 

‘It would be unfortunate if there should 
be a gap between decision of the competi- 
tion and actual placing of the contract,’ 
MR. W. A. P. JACK, FRIBA, the assessor, 
stated. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of Nov. 23, 1861 


THE SANITARY QUESTION.—Every one, we 
dare say, has heard, in one form or 
another, of the law action as to an old 
pair of bellows, the defendant’s pleas in 
which were, 1, There were no bellows to 
mend: 2, The bellows were mended. We 
cannot help being reminded of this cele- 


992 THE BUILDER November 24 1961 


brated case by the Rev. J. H. Iles’s 
defence against our sanitary ‘action,’ in 
re Wolverhampton. Referring, at a 
mayoral meeting, to the church and 
churchyard ; and in particular to a certain 
pigsty, that “a writer in a paper called 
the Builder” had_ stigmatized and 
“ attacked ”; the rev. gentleman’s pleas 
are, in effect, 1, There is no such env: 
2, “Next year a handsome building, “se 
the shape of an infants’ school, is to Ie 
the place of “that pigsty,” which, by 
some singular jugglery, assumes the shape, 
in the meantime, of an “old school 
house,” with about 150 infants, which 
the reverend gentleman somewhat irre- 
verently considers may be the “small 
pigs” that occupied the pigsty. In all 
good humour, we only say that, so long 
as our strictures lead to such improve- 
ments, we care little for the inconsis- 
tencies of the pleaders, either for pigsties, 
or for old tumble-down school houses 
equivalent to pigsties, and requiring 
removal. 


Coming Events 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB 
(CHELMSFORD & DISTRICT CENTRE).—Meeting. 


Saracen’s Head Hotel, High-st., Chelmsford. 
7 p.m. 
THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Debate: ‘ That 


Glass is Bad for Architecture.’ bs Londoner 
Hotel, eae W. 7.30 p 

UESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

aa New Town Development : 

Hook Study,’ by O. S. Cox, Graeme 

land and F. G. West. 66 Portland-pl., 


m. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
rR1BA.— Modern Architecture at Home,’ 
by Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan (last of three 
lectures on modern architecture). 66 Port- 
land-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 

VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM.—Lecture: ‘A 
Russian Art Collection in America,’ by the 
Hon. Richard Hare. South Kensington, SW7. 
6.15 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— The Archi- 
tect and the Sociologist: a Problem of Col- 
laboration,’ by P. Willmott and E. Cooney, 
34/36 Bedford-sq., WCl. 8 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.— The 


the 
Shank- 
wl. 


Problems and Prospects of the Profession,’ 
by Mr. R. D. Wood. The Greyhound Hotel, 
High-st., Croydon, Surrey. 8 p.m. 

EXPORT COUNCIL FOR EUROPE.—National 
Convention. Eastbourne. 5.30 p.m. (until 
Dec. 2.) 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM.—Finnish film 
show: ‘Architecture and Design.’ London, 
SW7. 6.15 p.m. 

SOUTH-WEST ESSEX TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND 
SCHOOL OF ART (ARCHITECTURE & BUILDING 
DEPARTMENT).—Distribution of prizes and 
exhibition of work. College Hall, Forest-rd., 
Walthamstow, E17. 7.30 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS (WALSALL 
& DISTRICT BRANCH).—Annual dinner and 
dance. Penns Hall Hotel, Penns-la., Walmley, 
Sutton Coldfield. 7.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(SOUTHERN BRANCH).—‘ Instability of Thin- 
Walled Members,’ by Dr. P. S. Bulson. 
Southampton University. 6.30 p.m. 

ART WORKERS GUILD.—Annual general meet- 
ing and exhibition of members’ work. 6 
Queen-sq., WCl. 7 p.m. 


Obituary 


Henry Thomas Dunn 


A WIDE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS in the building 
industry will learn with regret of the 
sudden death, which fook place at his 
home in Highbury on November 15, of 
Mr. Henry Thomas Dunn, for nearly 30 
years a valued member of ‘ The Builder’ 
advertising department. Though in his 
75th year, he had been at work in his 
office on the day he died. After some 
years on ‘ The Gentlewoman,’ Mr. Dunn 
joined ‘ The Builder’; in January, 1933, 
and received a gold watch for 20 years’ 
service in 1953, 

The funeral was at St. Marylebone 
Crematorium on November 20. In addi- 
tion to his widow, two sons and other 
members of his family, those present in- 
cluded Mrs. Nancy Davies, Mrs. Brigid 
Perks, Mr. Arthur Cox, director (also 
representing Mr. R. G. Main, chairman, 
and other directors of The Builder 


Limited), Mr. H. J. Kimber (advertising 
manager), Mr. J. W. Chambers, Mr. R. 
Dowson and Mr. M. Fitzgerald (of the 
canvassing staff) and Mr. Ian M. Leslie 
(editor). 

A colleague writes: ‘ Dicky’ Dunn, as 
everyone knew him, had a wide circle of 
friends, each of whom will greatly miss 
him. Youthful in appearance, manner 
and outlook, he enjoyed the popularity 
which came from enthusiasm for his job, 
and unfailing courtesy and consideration 
for others, coupled with a dry sense of 
humour which made him welcome 
wherever he went. 

‘Not only his colleagues but the many 
manufacturers and builders in London 
and the Home Counties who knew him 
will regret his passing and will wish to 
join his colleagues in expressing deep 
sympathy to his widow and family.’ 
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ordered timber setting (E 184). Don’t 
need to tell you their business. 

And so to a fairy palace of the material 
most suited to palaces for fairies—glass! 
—and a display bravura by PILKINGTON’S. 
This stand (F 208) really does catch the 
transparency, the glitter and the glory 
of modern building’s most ubiquitous 
material. Those facetted ‘walls’ in the 
upper storey and the way they show the 
glass on edge lower down—very clever. 
A box steel-and-timber frame encloses a 
more spacious effect than last time, and 
when you are passing, notice that land- 
scape patch of large chunks of green glass 
lighted from below—I wonder if they 
market it? 

Once more very high marks to SUSSEX 
AND DORKING for a series of vertical brick 
wall surfaces at first sight with no hori- 
zontal ties (F 207); they appear at second 
sight, flowing through behind, the whole 
a refined essay in bomb-damage architec- 
ture on good floorscape relieved by a 
dark grey carpet and two large concrete 
bowls of lemon yellow chrysanthemums. 
Panels of glazed structural facings in 
subtle rich colours inspire the ecstasies 
of twin emotions—how lovely and how 
much? That little stair spandril screen 
of white rods with all the odd brick 
shapes arranged in an attractive abstract! 
Pity those textured brick panels don’t get 
really glancing light—there’s time for a 
mod. if you read this, Mr. Designer. Any- 
way, congratulations on one of the best. 


Technical Journals on Parade 


If you want to enjoy the character of 
two technical journals, as reflected in 
their stands, go to the bottom of Row F. 
‘THE BUILDER,’ a warm and friendly steel 
structure (F 220) well timber-clothed in 
the upper reaches, with vertical spark 
gaps where the walls should meet. A 
nice easy stair (yes, I went up this one 
to tell them which photograph to take!) 
with one of those flat handrails you have 
to hold on the underside—why don’t we 
learn from the 18th-century? But, all in 
all, a good example of clean-cut, inexpen- 
sive design for the constructors who read 


National Federation of Clay Industries, stand designed 
by Trevor H. Anson, student RIBA 





the newspapers, and for all the rest too. 
Then next door the quiet, elegant black- 
and-white A.J. stand (G 221). Good light- 
ing and display—obvious co-ordination 
here, and beautifully titled. 

Another triumph for a development 
association, this time COPPER—sharp- 
edged canopy on polished copper star 
posts, the deep plywood halo relieved by 
full depth bold C D A in polished copper 
sheet. Those deep polished copper 
cylinder light fittings and that office wall, 
an abstract of copper panels in different 
finishes, making you want to use the 
material now—isn’t that what they’re 
for? So success to stand B 449, and 
congratulations, too, for the best land- 
scape bed I saw in the show, beautiful 
plants and flowers, and no gimmicry. 

By now something in my radar system 
was telling me to turn again, and sure 
enough, as always one of the very best— 
ADAMSEZ, where I came across David 
Rock positively gloating over their pro- 
ducts. That was his job and stands were 
mine, but we both spent a minute agree- 
ing there was often a contact between 
good products and good stands. This 
(stand H 246) showed a system of tall 
white panels with black edges, spaced 
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about 2 in, apart, through which a sur- 
prising amount of the interior is visible. 
The panels are freely arranged to enclose 
the stand proper, large-scale magnificent 
photographs of the products mounted on 
the panels and often stretching across 
two, the gap somehow making them even 
more expressive. And inside, a black 
cylinder enclosing a spiral stair rising 
from a red floor—just the foil for white 
china ware. Floating a dark blue ceiling 
over part of this interior was just another 
of those strokes of genius that go to make 
up what, on balance, I think was the best 
in spite of really being the last I saw. 

Leaving the hall and gazing beyond that 
majestic sweep of steel and glass to the 
gable ends, what do I see? Banners bear- 
ing the device—SfB! What is this? 
Subtle propaganda? Out-of-reach per- 
suasion? Or just lip service? For my 
concluding thought on leaving that Grand 
Hall with its grand contents—and make 
no mistake, grand is the word—I could 
not help thinking, architect-like, how 
much grander it might all be if the show 
had a theme to inspire the layout, and 
why not the elemental theme? Maybe 
those gable banners are meant to be 
prophetic after all! 


‘ Official Architecture and Planning’ 
Staff Appointments 


‘OFFICIAL ARCHITECTURE & PLANNING,’ 
monthly journal circulating in the build- 
ing industry, has been acquired by The 
Builder Limited. Beginning with the 
January issue, the paper will appear in 
a new format, greatly enlarged in size, 
directed to those architects and town- 
planners in Government, nationalised in- 
dustries’ and local government employ 
who between them specify nearly £900 
millions of building work annually. 
The honorary editorial board, whose 
chairman is Mr. Harold Conolly, CBE, 
FRIBA, has been strengthened by the 
addition of Mr. A. W. Cleeve Barr, Dipl. 
Arch, FRIBA, Mr. Colin D. Buchanan, 
ARIBA, AMICE, AMTPI, and Mr. 


Howard V. Lobb, CBE, FRIBA. 

Mr. Robert McKown continues as 
editor, and Mr. Arthur Phebey has been 
appointed advertisement manager, with 
offices at 63 Neal-street, Covent Garden, 
WC2 (tel.: Temple Bar 9304). 

Kent cricketer Arthur Phebey has now 
retired from first-class cricket to devote 
his full time to advertising work for 
*OAP.’ He is well known in advertising 
circles through his association with Speci- 
file Limited, and will be remaining on 
their Board. He has been, from October 
30, responsible for developing the adver- 
tising of ‘ Official Architecture & Plan- 
ning ’ with the full backing of The Builder 
Limited. 


Cement Marketing Co. Ltd., stand designed by Diamond 


Redfern & Partners 
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An Architect Looks at the Exhibition 


BY DAVID ROCK, BARCH (DUNELM), ARIBA 


THE GLORIOUS MESS of mumbo-jumbo 
and materials which is the Building Exhi- 
bition gives usually a bad brand image of 
the building industry—this year is no 
exception. I always believe that the 
various members of the manufacturing 
industry who are at heart honest-to-good- 
ness, down-to-earth business men, are 
doing themselves a great injustice by 
putting their products across in the way 
they think that architects and the public 
like. It is common knowledge amongst 
architects that most advertising literature 
and the general approach to the profes- 
sion is usually sick-making, laughable or 
vexatious. I hope that the SfB theme of 
this year’s Exhibition will bring home to 
them just how wrong they have been in 
letting the advertising trade, with its low 
standard of technical understanding (a 
few exceptions apart), loose on product 
literature and distribution. 

We all know the methods of ‘ getting 
through’ to the architect, from the 
rubber-stamped signature and the ‘ per- 
sonal’ letter to the rep. of a metal fur- 
niture firm who recently insinuated his 
way into our office by insisting that he 
wanted to speak to me on an important 
personal matter (I thought he was a 


client!). SfB is very much the Right 
Thing to do nowadays in architects’ 
libraries, so manufacturers be warned 
that this is one way to get through to the 
practitioner in building. However, the 
Exhibition attempts to make the very 
valid point that this reorganisation of 


building information is not only for the 
architect’s convenience but for the whole 
building industry. The industry is often 
told it is anything up to forty years 
behind other industries. Its problems 
of organisation are much more difficult 
than those of architects simply because 
its range is wider. 

I always find the Exhibition interesting 
because I can see together all the 
materials and products I know either 
from use or from advertising, and I can 
ask questions—especially about costs—a 
sort of Building Centre with reps. Never- 
theless it is annoying that even approxi- 
mate prices are never shown—this is one 
way in which the Exhibition could be 
improved. Incidentally, avid readers of 
this report should note that in any review 


‘ Glow-Line 


’ skirting heater (6in. high) by Glow-Worm Boilers. 
wall panelling by Paniquil (Sales) Ltd. 


one tends not to mention the popular and 
well-tried products; they speak for them- 
selves. 


Freestanding stove, designed by 
David Metcalf of Ceramic Consul- 
iants Ltd. Right: hotel or hostel 
washbasin for building-in (Adamsez) 
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Standard Systems 


This year, after the IUA, my main 
interest was in standard systems, methods 
or materials, the use of which seem to 
be the correct answer to a higher quality 
of job as well as to an easier, quicker and 
cheaper way of putting up buildings. 
*‘Siporex’ on ‘the INTERNATIONELLA 
SIPOREX AB stand in the Swedish section 
is obviously going to be popular if only 
because it has been used for so long 
abroad. This is a light weight cellular 
material with a self-finish which can be 
precast into blocks and slabs for roofs, 
floors and walls. The standard com- 
ponents of the CLASP system of construc- 
tion formed the BROCKHOUSE STEEL 
STRUCTURES LTD. stand. This shows what 
good strong obvious stuff a CLASP build- 
ing can be. The ‘ Aglite’ stand of the 
BUTTERLEY CO. LTD. showed the high 
standard of finish possible with the pro- 
duct; it also demonstrated how much 
more clearly an architect must think if he 
is using prefabricated systems. 

On a smaller scale the glazed structural 
blocks on the ‘SPECTRA-GLAZE’ stand 
were interesting because they cut out the 
finishing trades. 

DEXION LTD. always give the impression 
of applying lively minds to their ‘ Tecton’ 
range of timber trusses and beams. They 


To right is quilted 
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Stoneware garden pots up to 8 ft. 
dia., suitable for entrance halls, parks, 
etc., by Ceramic Consultants Ltd. 


have a new high-strength wide-span truss, 
a new trussed purlin for cross wall con- 
struction and, especially interesting, an 
insulated flat roof system of 2 ft. wide 
units 6 to 12 in. deep capable of span- 
ning 20 feet. There are very few standard 
modern spiral staircases. Once you have 
persuaded a client that a 5 ft. diameter 
staircase is really easy to climb one can 
spend a lot of money constructing it or 
else use a Victorian equivalent. THE 
SAFETY TREAD LTD. now have the ‘ Fly- 
over’ staircase which is standard up to 
10 ft. diameter. It could still be better 
detailed and cheaper. 

An unusual addition to standard pro- 
ducts was the new aluminium balus- 
trading on the ICI stand called ‘ Starkie- 
Strading’ by S. STARKIE GARDNER LTD. 
The wall-fixed handrail was the best, not 
having the over-refined appearance of the 
other patterns but all had an exception- 
ally high quality of finish. ICI also had a 
good honest handrail of a shiplike quality 
marketed by ALLAN KENNEDY & CO. LTD. 


Glass Blocks 


I have always thought, like the Early 
Moderns, that glass blocks were a logical 
component of our machine-made build- 
ings, but they are rather frowned upon 
by our present strata of architects-in- 
power who remember their mishandling 
in the 1930s. I therefore welcomed the 
new ‘ Insulight’ glass blocks by PILKING- 
TON BROS. LTD. whilst regretting that they 
had chosen to give them a Do-It-Yourself 
tag. This range is only for internal use 
and can obviously easily be bolted to- 
gether to form screens and partitions. 

Perhaps the most standard prefabri- 
cated product is the brick. In these days 
of shortage many architects like myself 
are looking for a replacement. There are 
many good modern candidates such as 
the split, concrete blocks at the CEMENT 
MARKETING CO. LTD. stand or the ‘ Re- 
formite’ walling blocks of SELLECK, 
NICHOLLS WILLIAMS LTD. However I liked 
the moulded brick panels of the SUSSEX 
AND DORKING BRICK CO. LTD., especially 
their ‘Wealden’ cladding panel. Many 
of these panels would make very fine 
paving, much more manageable, design- 
wise; than concrete paving. I as usual 
admired the ADAMSEZz range. If only their 
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delivery dates were better, most archi- 
tects wouldn’t bother to look further for 
their sanitary ware. They had two new 
basins—both depending on  unglazed 
parts for their usefulness. The hotel or 
hostel washbasin has square unglazed 
sides for building in to an alcove. The 
‘Prisink ’ has an unglazed rim so that a 
vanitory or bench top can be fitted flush 
with the edge of the sink without any of 
the usual problems of trim. No publicity 
had been given to the handwash basin 
made in ‘Skinstone’ on the WARERITE 
stand. Its depth and circular shape make 
this the most effective small basin I’ve 
seen. It is being developed by HOLLAND 
& HANNEN AND CUBITTS LTD. 

More and more windows are being pro- 
duced about which one has few reserva- 
tions. ESAVIAN LTD. have a new range of 
aluminium alloy folding and_ sliding 
windows—they also have a very good 
‘ sliding door with a good chunky char- 
acter. The ‘ Aluh’ window which is being 
manufactured by BOULTON AND PAUL LTD. 
is a timber window with an aluminium 
face; this is another chunky design well 
suited to the modern feeling for a strong- 
looking building. The ‘Carda’ window 
which is distributed by HOLCON LTD. can 
now be horizontally pivoted which makes 
it an easier window to handle. 


Prefabrication and Art 


The way in which prefabrication and 
art can work hand in hand is well demon- 
strated by CERAMIC CONSULTANTS LTD. If, 
as they say, this collection of firms can 
produce a better quality product, 
especially designed, at a cheaper cost than 
the well-known ceramic firms, they have 
a great future. All their products were 
sensible and well designed. A free stand- 
ing stove 6 ft. high is good value at £60. 
There were some elegant brown stone- 
ware garden pots, up to 8 ft. diameter, 
suitable for public spaces—the 4 ft. 6 in. 
pot costs £35. They also had some 
imaginative textured tile panels for build- 
ing up strongly patterned walls. 

I am continually surprised by how many 
firms can produce such similar wall 
finishes and sell enough to make it worth- 
while. One cannot go far wrong with 
timber, however (unless its really plastic) 
and among the many wall boards I liked 
the broad simple look of ‘ Beauty Plank’ 
by the TENTEST CO. LTD. The quilted wall 
and ceiling panels of PANQUIL (SALES) LTD. 
could be good if carefully used, and look 
horribly cheap if used in little bits and 
pieces. The best profiled timber sections 
I’ve seen are being distributed by APPLIED 
AcousTics. A range called ‘ Profilia’ is 
as good as anything I know. It is 
unusually good in that the profiling is 
much more indented than the normal 
thin-looking ranges, and also much 
smaller in scale. 

More sliding walls are being used and 
the American FAIRHURST ‘ unitfold-fold- 
ing’ wall seems very suitable for large- 
scale use. HOME-FITTINGS LTD. have a 
slightly clumsy timber version of their 
*Modernfold ’ wall, THE BOLTON GATE CO. 
a neater version of their ‘ Superfold’ de- 
sign ; their ‘ Glydover ’ garage door is very 
simple externally. I was sorry, however, 
to see that the new Mark 2 ‘ Garador’ of 
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‘ Profilia’ typical timber sections of panelling, distributed by Applied Acoustics. 
Right, ‘ Starkie-Strading’ balustrading on ICI stand (J. Starkie-Gardner Ltd.) 


WESTLAND ENGINEERS LTD., although 
cheaper, has lost a lot in appearance as 
well as looking like two doors instead of 
one. 

Several firms are now producing plastic 
rain water goods. The ‘Aspect’ range by 
ALLIED STRUCTURAL PLASTICS LTD. has a 
neat wall fixing; this range (and the OSMA 
PLASTICS LTD. range) use the material cor- 
rectly, whereas MARLEY copy the tradi- 
tional cast-iron shapes. However, most 
architects would prefer a square section 
gutter and downpipe, but more useful 
still I think these firms would be better 
employed finding a foolproof system for 
taking downpipes internally. Inciden- 
tally, I thought the new 10-gallon poly- 
ester glass fibre cistern by Osma would 
make a fine architect’s waste paper basket, 
fairly reasonable for its size at 42s. 

At least three firms have brought out 
copper roofing which, being on a bitu- 
minous backing, is almost comparable to 
a normal pitched roof in price and 
actually less than in aluminium. The 
WILLIAM BRIGGS & SONS LTD, roofing is in 
tile form and that of the RUBEROID CO. 
LTD. in sheet form. I preferred the 
‘Veral’ sheet distributed by LANGLEY 
LONDON LTD., if only because it has been 
used for many years on the Continent. 
As it can be applied direct to concrete it 
could have many possibilities. 


Scandinavian Exhibits 


With Common Market and new trade 
agreements in mind, I was expecting a 
big show by the Scandinavian market to 
enforce the point being made by the new 
shops in London that their products are 
usually better designed than their British 
counterparts. In the event, not very 
much was shown by the thirty-six Swedish 
and nine Finnish firms which had grouped 
together on two stands. It was a pity— 
or was it intentional?—that their stands 
were hidden away on the second floor. 
The Finnish fittings were outstanding—I 
particularly admired the sophistication of 
the door handles manufactured by 
OVILA OY and the lamp fittings by oy 
STOCKMANN AB ORNO METAL WORKS. 

CONRAN LTD. were, of course, showing 
their very good Scandinavian and Italian 
products, both home and foreign pro- 


duced. Their new typist’s swivel chair 
would grace any office which was far- 
sighted enough to afford them at £17 a 
time. Several other firms have also con- 
sistently produced some fittings as good 
as the Scandinavians’. ATLAS LIGHTING 
LTD., for instance, and ROTAFLEX, who 
show a new any-module lighted ceiling. 
FREDERICK THOMAS & CO. LTD, were one 
of the first lighting firms to show opal 
fittings, but I still think their best light 
is the 18 in. external wall light; it is the 
best of its type I know. Unfortunately, 
little of this high standard of lighting 
design has got through to the external 
illuminated sign firms. 


Advance in Design Standards 

The most noticeable advance in design 
standards in recent years has been in the 
heating world. Most boilers are very 
presentable, nowadays, however good or 
bad their insides. There are also several 
better types of radiators and GLOW WORM 
BOILERS LTD. have a well-designed line 
in their ‘ Glowline ’ skirting heaters which 
can be only 6 in. high. These almost 
made me reconsider my view that radia- 
tors are an Industrial Revolution leftover. 
The low-temperature radiant ceiling heat- 
ing by ESWA LTD. seems to me a much 
more practical answer. FALKS have 
brought out a new ‘Supercil’ panel 
heater, simply if a little flashily designed. 
The ‘housewarmer’ metal cased warm 
air unit by POWELL DUFFRYN HEATING LTD. 
is also well-designed; this heater can 
stand in a living room and be connected 
up to a small-bore hot-water system. 
FRENAGER CEILINGS LTD. have a matt 
stoved-enamel ceiling with a small relief 
pattern which shows up well and has 
acoustic properties in addition, of course, 
to being heated. 

Probably architects should be more 
interested in the machinery section 
because this is where many of a pro- 
duct’s design decisions are made. R. S. 
BROOKMAN for instance show machinery 
for automatic drawer assembly. There 
are machines, too, for quickening site 
works; for instance, the CEMENT MARKET- 
ING COMPANY have a sprayed-plaster tech- 
nique that is very cheap, although I can 
see problems in keeping the rest of the 
building clean. TREND INDUSTRIAL EQUIP- 
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MENT show a wall-chaser able to slot walls 
at 6 ft. per minute. 

I also seemed to notice a great improve- 
ment in the design standards of that other 
accepted prefabricated product 


in the 
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written material. Is the material clearly 
set out with sensible information, or is 
it a gimmicky mass of architectural and 
advertising clichés, a welter of confusion 
and useless detail apparently calculated 





Textured tile panel achieved by use of 19th century wooden type face (Ceramic 
Consultants, Ltd.). Right, part of ‘ Tecton’ insulated decking unit to span 20 ft. 
(Dexion Ltd.) 


home—the_ kitchen cupboard. The 
*“Queenline’ range of JAYANBEE JOINERY 
LTD. had several good features, especially 
the aluminium trim to door tops, counter 
edges and sink surrounds, the door tops 
lining through with the ‘Prestcold’ 
refrigerator. This standard of detailing, 
however, was not consistent and nothing 
like, for instance, the ‘ Wrighton’ range, 
although to be fair it is about half the 
price. 

I left the Exhibition with the impres- 
sion that there was a lot of useful stuff 
there but not as much as there seemed 
to be! There was also the very strong 
feeling that everything could have been 
more simply explained and more clearly 
shown. I believe that the design of the 
stands has a connection with the firms’ 
attitude to the presentation of their 


to hide the product ? Certainly the SfB 
theme seemed to have had little effect 
this year, CAPE BUILDING PRODUCTS LTD. 
were the only firm who appeared to be 
wholeheartedly with it, while the ‘ Sf Bee 
Hive’ seemed to me to be just the kind 
of advertising gimmick that we are trying 
to shed. 

There is a multiplicity of new materials 
on the market, but architects use only a 
small basic number of materials, mainly 
because of a lack of reliable information 
about the rest. SfB will help this but it 
is not enough to give confidence that the 
material is good. Only use and examples 
can do that. What is needed, I suggest, is 
a kind of Design Centre for Building 
Materials and Fittings, or rather a kind 
of comprehensive Building Centre, Design 
Centre, BRS, BSI and Consumers’ Asso- 


THE BUILDER November 24 1961 


ciation all working together. We would 
then be well prepared for our foreign 
competiiton as well as ensuring a more 
uniform use of all the good products this 
country produces. 


Craft Competitions 
Apprentices at Building Exhibition 


THE FOURTH in a series of building craft 
competitions sponsored by the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry, 
in collaboration with the City and Guilds 
of London Institute and various colleges 
and apprenticeship committees, is now in 
active progress at the Building Exhibition. 

As on previous occasions the competi- 
tions are in the nature of a live exhibit 
and they serve to demonstrate the able 
work executed by the industry and the 
technical colleges in the field of craft 
training and technical education. The 
competitions are in two grades. The 
junior competitions are for apprentices 
up to 18 years on March 31, 1961; the 
senior competitions for apprentices over 
18 but no more than 21 years of age on 
November 30, 1961. Except for four 
crafts, competitors in each grade are 
entered as teams of two, each team repre- 
senting a technical college. In masonry, 
wall and floor tiling, roof slating and 
tiling, and mastic asphalting, for which 
there are relatively few technical college 
courses, competitors are representing the 
firms with whom they are indentured. 

For the first time since the series began 
woodcutting machining has been included. 
Competitors for this section are working 
the competition test pieces at their 
technical college. Entries will be judged 
at Olympia and winning tests put on 
display. 

Continuing for the duration of the 
Exhibition (November 15-29), the com- 
petitions are being staged on the second 
floor gallery, Empire Hall. The presenta- 
tion of prizes and trophies by Mr. Peter 
Trench, NFBTE Director, to successful 
apprentices, will take place at the Pillar 
Hall, on November 29 at 3 p.m. 


Below left, handrail on ICI stand marketed by Allan Kennedy & Co. Ltd. Top right, ‘ Aspect’ rainwater goods by Allied 
Structural Plastics Ltd. Below, door handle on Finnish stand by Ovila Oy. Centre, 18 in. external wall-light by Frederick 
Thomas & Co. Ltd. Right, copper lamp-shade on Finnish stand by Oy Stockmann AB Orno Metal Works 
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Trade Literature—An Augean Stable 


Significance of Joint Committee’s New Guide 


BY ERIC BIRD, MBE, ARIBA (Technical 
Research and Education Officer, 
The Building Centre) 


AS LONG AGO as 1922 the American Insti- 
tute of Architects published their first 
classification system for building pro- 
ducts. The RIBA have just published their 
first Building Filing Manual to perform 
the same function for the British building 
industry. For many years Sweett’s Cata- 
logue has been a standard classified com- 
pendium of American building products 
which no US manufacturer dare neglect. 

Today, in Britain, we have moved 
towards creation of such a compendium 
by the compilation of a ‘Guide to the 
Preparation of Trade Literature for the 
Building Industry’ by a joint committee 
of the RIBA, the RICS and the NFBTE 
which has just been published on behalf 
of the committee by the Building Centre. 
We are indeed beginning to get some- 
where near the pitch of organisation in 
trade literature which American building 
has enjoyed for nearly 40 years and, for 
shorter periods, several European coun- 
tries, notably Sweden and Denmark. 

Why have we been so dilatory ? Prob- 
ably because, until recently, British archi- 
tects, surveyors and builders had not 
made up their minds about what they 
wanted in the way of building informa- 
tion. Individuals grumbled that they put 
90 per cent of the trade literature they 
received straight into the waste basket, 
but gave no serious thought to the kinds 
of information they did in fact want. 

Manufacturers, in a competitive 
scramble for orders and in the absence of 
a clear lead from users, followed their 
own ideas, with the consequence that 
their trade literature has ranged from the 
expensive and elaborately-produced cata- 
logue down to the ill-designed leaflet 
which said little more than ‘ Use Bloggo 
for Walls.’ 


The First Move 


Nobody bothered to _ distinguish 
between prestige advertising of a product 
on one hand and, on the other, simply 
telling the user what it was, what it did 
and how much it cost. At last there are 
signs that this particular Augean stable 
is getting cleaned up. 

The first move was made five years 
ago by the holding jointly by the RIBA 
and the Building Centre of a Competition 
for Manufacturers’ Trade and Technical 
Literature. This competition, admittedly 
borrowed from the Americans, has 
become a successful annual event and has 
done much to bring about improvements. 
But it has influenced only the more en- 
lightened and progressive manufacturers 
and advertising agents. The next and 
essential step was the setting up of the 
joint committee to solidify and make uni- 
versal the aims of the competition. They 
have now taken the matter a long stride 
forward. 

There are still people in the building 
and manufacturing industries who do not 
realise the extent of the waste of effort 


and money involved in the present lack 
of system in building information. They 
overlook the time taken by draughtsmen 
(an expensive commodity, these days) in 
finding exactly the products they are to 
incorporate in drawings or specifications 
and the risk that they will get the wrong 
ones or use the right ones wrongly. Few 
people envisage the vast aggregate of 
money which the manufacturing indus- 
tries must be spending on wasted print- 
ing, paper and postage—money which 
must be added to the cost of products. 

The joint committee of the three prin- 
cipal bodies in the building industry 
began with the three essentials. First, 
they adopted a classification system for 
which, after much study, they chose the 
SfB/UDC. It is not a perfect system; 
there can be no such thing in the complex 
of building products used today. But the 
important thing is to have one universal 
system and not several. [The system is 
outlined on p. 1000.] 


Standard Size of Sheet 


Second, they adopted a standard size 
of sheet, the Continental A.4. This also 
does not easily meet all cases, but it 
does allow a standard filing system to be 
used, which is quite impracticable with 
the present welter of assorted sizes. Also, 
if and when Britain goes into the 
Common Market, the continental size 
must be used if British manufacturers are 
to sell their products in Europe. 

Third—and this was quite the most 
difficult part of the committee’s task— 
they specified what information should 
be provided. It is easy enough to con- 
sider a single product, for example, a 
partition block, and to ask for its weight, 
strength, fire-resistance, thermal and 
sound insulation, etc. But other products 
are not so easily described. At a recent 
Building Centre Forum on Trade Litera- 
ture, a supplier of industrial roofings 
complained that he could not possibly 
put down in the form specified in the 
Guide all the goods and services he pro- 
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vided. Indeed, it would seem that all 
services, as distinct from products, will 
find some difficulty in complying with 
the committee’s recommendations. But, 
again, it would be impossible to contrive 
an umbrella scheme to cover everyone 
satisfactorily; better to have a fairly com- 
plete scheme than to seek the impossible 
ideal of a perfect one. 

Of course there are legitimate criti- 
cisms of the results of the committee’s 
efforts. But it cannot be denied that they 
have made a notable beginning in the 
vast task of codifying building informa- 
tion which, in the end, will save the time 
of users and the money of manufacturers 
and, what is perhaps more important, 
help to step up the efficiency of the build- 
ing industry. 

Perhaps the most difficult thing to get 
into the minds of both manufacturers and 
users is the difference between informa- 
tive trade literature and prestige adver- 
tising. Manufacturers all too frequently 
muddle the two together, padding out 
their trade literature with fancy efforts 
by the ‘display men’ or photographs of 
this or that building in which their pro- 
ducts have been used. The architect will 
tell you he does not need prestige adver- 
tising at all, whereas any sales director 
of any product in any walk of life knows 
that today he must advertise the existence 
of his product or service and go on 
advertising it, or perish from neglect. 
Consumers have to be prodded regularly. 

But the manufacturer must not expect 
the architect, surveyor or builder to fill 
his filing cabinets with prestige adver- 
tising. So, if he is wise, he will convey 
the essential facts about his product on 
the standard sheet, in the standard form, 
with the SfB/UDC number, in order that 
a moderately intelligent secretary or 
junior assistant can put the sheet in its 
correct place in the filing cabinet. Here 
it will be found by the draughtsman or 
specification’ writer who is looking for 
metal windows, floorings, roofing tiles or 
whatever, from which eventually someone 
will get an order, As for prestige adver- 
tising, the advertising agents can safely 
be left to see to that; it is a thing apart 
from codified, informative trade litera- 
ture. 


Craftsmanship in Herts 


Awards for Excellence 


THE HERTFORDSHIRE CHAPTER of the Essex, 
Cambridge and Hertfordshire Society of 
Architects awards annually certificates of 
craftsmanship for outstanding workman- 
ship in buildings in Hertfordshire. In 


1960-61 awards have been made as 
follows: 
Class ‘A’ for general excellence of 


building: ABBISS AND HALE LTD., Rick- 
mansworth, Herts., for general excel!ence 
of workmanship and in particular the 
internal joinery at St. John’s Church, 
South Hatfield. (Architect: Peter H. 
Bosanquet). 

Class ‘ B’ for individual pieces of crafts- 
manship: 1, FAITH CRAFT-WORKS LTD., St. 
Albans, Herts., for the pews at St. John’s 
Church, South Hatfield; 2. WALKER 


SYMONDSON LTD., Ruislip, Middlesex, for 
the lectern at St. John’s Church, South 
Hatfield; 3. HODGSON BROS., Hitchin, 
Herts., for brickwork at Julian’s Estate, 
Rushden, near Baldock. (Architect: 
A. M. Priestman) ; 4. DONALD LOCKHART 
LTD., Berkhamsted, Herts., for internal 
joinery at a house ‘Fleur Field,’ Berk- 
hamsted. (Architect: A, M. Priestman) ; 
and 5. W. KEY AND SON LTD., Berkhamsted, 
Herts., also for internal joinery at ‘ Fleur 
Field.’ 

The awards will be presented at a 
dinner to be held at The Red Lion Hotel, 
Hatfield, Herts., on November 29, at 
which the architects in the Chapter will 
be entertaining the craftsmen who were 
responsible for the work. 
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Builders’ Plant at Olympia 


A VISIT to the 1961 Building Exhibition 
confirms that there is a trend over the 
years for less and less large plant to be 
exhibited at this biennial show and for 
more and more small equipment to 
appear. 

A few years ago one could use the 
Building Exhibition as an opportunity to 
examine and compare various makes of 
excavating machinery, mixing machinery, 
etc., but in 1961 we find that only a 
sprinkling of our manufacturers of this 
type of equipment have taken stands. The 
Crystal Palace Exhibition held in the 
summer gave manufacturers of larger 
machines an excellent opportunity to dis- 
play their products under working condi- 
tions, and this may have had some bearing 
on their decision not to exhibit at 
Olympia. 


Excavating Machinery 

One was pleased to note that the 
hydraulic excavator manufacturers were 
well represented. J. C. BAMFORD (EXCAVA- 
TORS) LTD. were exhibiting the new 
‘ JCB3’ excavator. Although this machine 
was first announced and exhibited a year 
ago at The Public Works Exhibition it 
has undergone considerable improvement 
since its first appearance. Whereas last 
year it was to be seen mounted on the 
3 cylinder ‘ Dexta’ tractor, it is now 
based on the Fordson ‘Super Major’ 
tractor, and has the same large capacity 
hydraulic pump which is fitted to the 
JCB4. We are told that extensive trials 
have been carried out with this machine 
in addition to much factory testing, both 
on the testing ground and in a special 
testing rig. The first machines are now 
coming off the production line. 

MASSEY-FERGUSON, who are exhibiting 
a very wide range of equipment on their 
stand, were first in the field with the 
offset digger. Now in competition with 
the ‘ JCB3,’ WHITLOCK BROTHERS LTD. are 


Whitlock ‘DD 85’ 


improved discharge, useful in bad conditions 





dumper, with 180 deg. slewing and 


More Smatl Equipment on Show 


BY DAVID & JOHN LLEWELLYN 


displaying an offset digging arrangement 
for the ‘Dinkum Super Major.’ Like the 
JCB3 but unlike the Massey-Ferguson 
digger the ‘Dinkum’ equipment can be 
moved to a side position without remov- 
ing it from the machine. This saves a 
considerable amount of time. Also shown 
on the Whitlock stand is their ‘ Dinkum 
DD85’ rear dump wagon which uses a 
larger power unit than the ‘DD70’ 
Massey-Ferguson and SHAWNEE POOLE are 
showing 6-ton rear dump wagons based 
on tractor tugs, both of these having a 
4-wheel tug, while the ‘ Dinkum’ machine 
is overhung to concentrate more weight 
on the driving wheels. One was interested 
also in Whitlock’s new fore-end fork lift 
attachment which should have many 
applications, but it is a little puzzling 
to understand the economics of one or 
two of the applications which are illus- 
trated. 

SAVILLE TRACTORS are showing several 
earth-moving machines, including the 
well known ‘Drott Skid’ shovel. Also 
featured on this stand is a 415 volt 3 
phase 21 KVA generator mounted on a 
rubber-tyred tractor. As more and more 
equipment on building sites is becoming 
electrically powered, it would be inter- 
esting to see a larger version of this 
mobile power pack as 21 KVA is insuffi- 
cient to drive any but the smallest tower 
cranes. 


Concrete Mixers 


As mentioned above many of the lead- 
ing mixed manufacturers are absent from 
the show, but one nevertheless had the 
opportunity of examining several interest- 
ing exhibits. On the STOTHERT & PITT 
stand is their ‘7T’ hydraulic tilting-drum 
mixer, of very neat design. The machine 
appears to be well built, access for main- 
tenance is good and the price is competi- 
tive. A feature on this machine is the 
provision of a hydraulic motor mounted 


on the tilting frame which enables it to be 
directly coupled to the drum. 

On the other stands there are various 
pan mixers on show. In the larger sizes 
ACE MACHINERY are showing a ‘ Waimer’ 
mixer and the Swedish ‘ Vortex’ mixer 
can be seen on Stand No. P.759. Ina 
smaller size CORNELLY EQUIPMENT CO. 
LTD. are exhibiting the ‘Zyklos’ mixer 
which is designed so that the complete 
pan can be taken away from the mixer 
to the point of discharge. This can be 
very useful in a precast concrete works, 
but some reorganisation of existing 
handling methods would be necessary on 
sites. 


Improved Efficiency 


Probably the smallest reversing-drum 
mixer yet to be exhibited in this country 
is JAMES F. LOW’s ‘Low-Stetter 5/34 
mixer’ which can be seen on the Rob 
Roy stand. It will be interesting to see 
how popular this mixer becomes. An 
output of 5 cu. yds. per hour is claimed, 
and the capital cost of this machine in- 
cluding delivery is only £245. Even if 
the makers’ claimed output cannot be 
obtained there should still be a substan- 
tial improvement in output over existing 
models. If the machine were used with 
the minimum labour force the output of 
one man operating the machine would be 
bound to be increased, as there is a 
storage hopper which enables the drum 
to be replenished immediately it is 
emptied. 

Very few small dumpers are on show in 
the exhibition. Among those which can be 
seen are the ‘G.F. dumper’ on the AcE 
MACHINERY stand. This dumper has the 
drive underneath the engine and there- 
fore has good performance when un- 
loaded. ROB ROY show several dumpers 
of conventional contemporary design with 
the drive underneath the load. THWAITES 
are showing an interesting 2-yard dumper 
which features an articulated design and 


5. €. Bamford’s “JCB 3’ excavator undergoing site trials. 
Machine much improved since first introduced 
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4-wheel drive. This dumper is also fitted 
with hydraulically controlled steering and 
hydraulically controlled tipping to the 
skip. One understands that it has under- 
gone considerable development before 
being marketed. It will be most interest- 
ing to see its performance under site 
conditions. 


Fixings 

There was a time when fixings could 
be a problem to the architect or builder. 
With the present range of fixing devices 
and fixing tools there is almost no prob- 
lem which is not quickly and easily over- 
come. The ranges displayed include those 
operated by explosives, by compressed air 
and by hand-percussion and those which 
use various self-locking devices. 

The problem now is one of administra- 
tion for the builder. On a large site there 
may be several hundred fixings of a simi- 
lar type, and it is not so difficult to 
organise fixing tools to be available in 
the right place at the right time, but 
on a smaller contract, where only a few 
fixings of each type may be required, con- 
siderable organisation is required to get 
the right tool to the right place at the 
right time with the right fixings to go 
with the tool. This is a point which is 
well worthy of study as it would be 
extremely beneficial if all fixings on any 
one site could be of a similar type. 

It would be quite impossible in this 
survey to cover the many types of fix- 
ings, drills and the like which are shown 
in the exhibition. One can say, however, 
that the exhibition provides a first-class 
opportunity for the builder to examine 
the various methods which are at present 
available, to study the advantages and 
disadvantages of each system, and to 
refresh his memory on the wide range of 
equipment which is on the market. One 
is pleased to note that some firms, which 
are producing their own drills for self- 
drilling expansion fasteners, are also pro- 
ducing a wide variety of adaptors so that 
their fixing devices can be used with drills 
or hammer drills of other makes. This is 
an advantage to the contractor who only 
has a few fixings to install, as he can 
buy an adaptor to suit equipment which 
he already owns. 


Holes and Chases 


For some years the most efficient tool 
for producing holes in concrete of less 
than } in. in diameter has been imported 
from the Continent, but one is now 
pleased to note that WOLF ELECTRIC TOOLS 
are now producing a hammer drill, which 
appears to be equally as good as the tool 
previously available, at a much more com- 
petitive price. For lighter and slower 
work, in materials such a masonry, there 
are some adaptors available to enable 
carbide-tipped tools to be used with 
ordinary electric drills. One example of 
this form of equipment is the ‘ Impacta- 
drive,’ shown by JOHN M. PERKINS AND 
SMITH LTD., the makers of ‘ Mason 
Master ’ carbide-tipped drills. 

TREND INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT have 
been marketing for some years a chase- 
cutting tool which is fitted with two discs. 
The type of chaser fitted with discs or 
cutters usually produces chases in most 


materials more 
cheaply than a 
chisel fitted to a 
mechanical ham- 
mer. Trend’s tool 
has been the cheap- 
est of the rotating 
cutter tools avail- 
able but has suffered 
from the disadvant- 
age that it produces 
a very fine dust giv- 
ing uncomfortable 
conditions for the 
operator, even 
though he may wear 
a mask. This matter 
has now been cor- 
rected, and Trends 
produce a_ water- 
storage container 
which provides an 
automatic water 
feed to subdue the 
dust. 





Formwork and Scaffolding 


Whereas in the past decade there have 
been many types of formwork equipments 
and systems produced, the rate of new 
ideas seems to have slowed down, as there 
do not appear to be startling innovations 
shown at this Exhibition, but only 
improvements. Of a particular interest is 
ACROW’S ‘ V-form system’ which is most 
suitable for large areas of flat slab. 
Among several manufacturers showing 
telescopic beams were KWIKFORM, who 
produce a beam which has an excellent 
performance for a modest capital cost. 
The big display on the ‘ Kwikform’ stand 
is their new system of scaffolding. As 
this has been entirely limited to a number 
of special components, it is unfortunately 
not possible to use existing tube stock 
as part of a Kwikstage construction. 
Builders will be pleased to note, however, 
that, as most of the ‘ Kwikstage’ com- 
ponents are made from tube of the same 
size as standard scaffold tubes, there is 
no reason why part of the scaffolding to 
a building cannot be built of ‘ Kwikstage ’ 
equipment and the remainder with tube 
scaffold, or with ‘ Kwikform’ or similar 
scaffold frames. This new system appears 
to be extremely rapid to erect and 
extremely versatile in its application. 
ACROW are showing a heavy duty scaffold 
based on a larger diameter tube. 


The YOUNGMAN ‘Climber,’ a climbing 
staging, was first seen at the Building 
Exhibition two years ago. Since that time 
it has undergone considerable develop- 
ment and appeared to be a most efficient 
form of cradling. It is available with 
both electric and compressed air motors. 


Plastering Machines 


Although considerable attention has 
been focused recently on machines for 
plastering it appears that the ‘Plaster 
Master ’ on CORNELLY EQUIPMENT Stand is 
the only one in the show. In addition to 
displaying the machine, an example of 
the work which can be carried out with 
the machine is also available on the stand. 
This machine takes the material from a 
storage hopper and applies it with nozzle 








The Stothert & Pitt ‘7 T’ mixer, an example of the modern 
tilting-drum hydraulic mixer 


to the wall. If it is desired to use the 
machine for a multi-storey building, it 
will be necessary to install an additional 
unit to pump the material to the ‘ Plaster 
Master.’ 


Woodworking Machinery 


In the woodworking machinery section 
there is little which is completely new. 
A wide range of mass-production high- 
speed tools is shown and also a good 
selection of smaller machines suitable for 
non-mass-production techniques. Of in- 
terest to the very small works is the 
COOKSLEY ‘ Universal Woodworker’ on 
which complete assemblies can _ be 
dropped below the table when not in use 
without dismantling them. Among the 
hand machines TREND INDUSTRIAL EQUIP- 
MENT exhibit the ‘ Elu Electric’ portable 
belt sander. ‘This machine has several 
useful ideas; first, the belt is exposed so 
that one can be sure that it is running 
true and unlikely to damage the machine, 
second, there are ceramic rubbing pieces 
which protect the machine if the belt 
does run off. The machine is also fitted 
with a brush frame together with a high 
capacity blower to ensure that the mini- 
mum of dust escapes. 

The 1961 Exibition not only affords the 
builder an opportunity to re-acquaint 
himself with existing equipments, but also 
provides an excellent opportunity to dis- 
cover that which is new. The only diffi- 
culty that arises is that this exhibition is 
so comprehensive that it is impossible to 
examine all that is of interest in one visit. 


Other Exhibits at 
the Building Exhibition 


ON THE DSIR stand (No. 855) some of 
the ever-increasing uses for home-grown 
timber, including a forester’s bungalow 
and pulp for paper, is shown by the 
Forest Products Research Laboratory. In 
addition practical methods of designing 
buildings to give them maximum protec- 
tion against noise are featured by the 
Building Research Station. For some 
years the Station has been taking 
measurements of the noise levels found 
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in houses and flats with different types 
of construction. The sound transmission 
properties of some of these are illustrated 
at the exhibition, and complete design 
data for architects and engineers is avail- 
able in a book on sale there. Research 
carried out by the Joint Fire Research 
Organisation in conjunction with Colt 
Ventilation Ltd. has shown that the 
accumulation of dense smoke and the 
spread of fire may be restricted by open- 
ing properly designed vents in the roof, 
and that the effectiveness of the vents 
can be increased by the use of solid cur- 
tains to divide the roof into compart- 
ments. On the DSIR stand the principle 
of the method is demonstrated. 

The NATIONAL COAL BOARD is one of 
the biggest manufacturers of bricks in 
Britain with an annual output of about 
500 million bricks from 62 brickworks. 
This is illustrated by their stand (No. 162) 
which displays some of the bricks pro- 
duced in the divisions and includes a 
variety of facing, engineering, acid resist- 
ing and common bricks. 

Together with their standard range of 
fittings BARKING BRASSWARE LTD. (stands 
36/38) are prominently displaying a new 
variation on their mixer fitting, the Biflo. 
They are also showing a new type of 
single control shower mixer fitment. 

GLAMOROCK LTD. (stand 272) have their 
full range of natural stone wall-facing 
materials on display. Among the new 
products they are introducing are Gem- 
rock prefabricated natural stone panels. 
These are specially prepared to order by 
bonding extra coarse granules of colour- 
ful stone with permanent resin on to 
backings such as sheet asbestos, glass, 
plywood or chipboard of any desired 
thickness. Double sided panels can be 
used as lightweight partitions. 

The stand (No. 271) of NOVOBORD (UK) 
LTD. is built entirely of Novobord or its 
sister product Novotan. Some of the 
decorative panels are used to illustrate 
the many ways in which this chipboard 
can be worked. Various methods of join- 
ing are shown, as well as different types 
of mouldings. 


SfB Conference 


A CONFERENCE On ‘ Technical Information, 
its Design and Dissemination’ was held 
at the Building Exhibition this week. Mr. 
Ingar Karten, Director of the Swedish 
Building Centre, surveyed the general 
situation of technical information at 
national and international level. A tech- 
nical paper on the Preparation of Trade 
Technical Literature was then read by 
Mr. John Brunton, DiplArch, ARIBA, 
and this was followed by a paper on the 
Handling and Distribution of Information 
by Mr. R. B. Hellard, Dip! Arch, ARIBA, 
FIArb. In the afternoon session repre- 
sentative speakers for the manufacturers, 


sub-contractors, building contractors, 
builders’ merchants, advertising agents 
and the printing industry gave their 


reactions to the ramifications of introduc- 
ing the SfB system. A booklet containing 
these papers and minutes of the confer- 
ence discussion may be obtained from the 
Building Exhibition, 11 Manchester-sq., 
London, WI, 
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The SfB/UDC Building Filing Manual 


An RIBA Technical Information Service Publication 


RECOMMENDATIONS for standard practice 
in preclassification and filing are given in 
the RIBA’S SfB/UDC Building Filing 
Manual, which has now been published 
by the RIBA Technical Information Ser- 
vice. Easy reference to trade and tech- 
nical literature is dependent upon a first- 
class filing system which enables manu- 
facturers to preclassify catalogues and 
pamphlets. 

The RIBA has advocated the adoption 
of a standard system of classification for 
many years. Such a system has to be 
practical in use for both large and small 
architects’ offices and has to be widely 
adopted. For a long time it seemed that 
the latter condition could not be met. In 
1959 a RIBA committee was convened 
and evidence was given by Mr. Dargan 
Bullivant, ARIBA, who was then Archi- 
tects’ Journal Research Fellow. He 
reported on the work of an international 
committee studying filing systems. 

As a result the Institute became an 
associate member of CIB (International 
Council for Building) to enable Mr. Bul- 
livant officially to represent the RIBA 
on the International Building Classifica- 
tion Committee which is responsible in 
part to CIB. IBCC studied 55 systems of 
classification before recommending the 
SfB system. In 1960 the adoption of 
SfB became part of the Institute’s official 
policy. 

The SfB system originated in Sweden 
about 12 years ago; the letters SfB come 
from the Swedish name for the commit- 
tee that created it. The copyright for 
the SfB tables is controlled by CIB, 
through its members. In this country and 
in parts of the Commonwealth where 
there are no CIB members, the RIBA is 
responsible. It is essential to the success 
of the system that its interpretation be 
standardised and any queries concerning 
its adoption should be sent to the RIBA 
Technical Information Service. 

The SfB/UDC Building Filing Manual 
is the only authoritative English descrip- 
tion of the system and its use for pre- 
classification and filing. No alterations 
can be made to the SfB tables without 
the approval of IBCC and no alterations 
whatsoever are to be made before 1965. 
SfB can also be used for classifying draw- 
ing, bills of quantities, specifications and 
so on but as yet no recommendations 
have been published. 

To avoid confusion architects, manu- 
facturers and others, who have pioneered 
the adoption of the system and are using 
it in their offices, are advised to check 
with the new Manual. 

The contents of the RIBA’S SfB/UDC 
Filing Manual are as follows: 

Preface by L. M. Giertz, Chairman of 
the International Building Information 
Committee of CIB. 

Introduction by R. T. Walters, ARIBA, 
past Chairman of the RIBA’S Technical 
Information Committee. 

How to use the manual, a description 
of the system and how to use the manual 


in applying it. 


SfB/UDC Main Tables, the most fully 
developed description of the SfB tables 
and their concordance with the Universal 
Decimal Classification yet published, 
which has been approved by FID (Inter- 
national Federation for Documentation). 
It is specifically intended for the classifi- 
cation of trade and technical literature. 

Alphabetical Subject Index giving SfB 
references for some 8,000 building items. 

Appendix giving the three SfB tables 
upon which the SfB/UDC filing system is 
based and also the main UDC divisions. 

Bibliography giving a selection of pub- 
lications on classification and filing. 

The SfB/UDC Building Filing Manual 
is available from the RIBA Technical In- 
formation Service, Royal Institute of 
British Architects, 66 Portland-place, 
London, Wl. Size A4, price 36: 


Municipal Building 
Management Institute’s Dinner 


‘ONE TENTH of the building labour force 
in this country is employed by local 
authority organisations. The respon- 
sibility for this labour force lies with the 
building managers employed by each 
municipality.’ MR. J. MASON, MIMUN.BM, 
president of the Institute of Municipal 
Building Management, speaking at its 
annual dinner and dance, held in the 
Cumberland Hotel, London, WI, on 
November 17, thus made it abundantly 
clear that his fellow members were mak- 
ing a creditable contribution to the 
building economy. It was also announced 
that the Institute is soon to inaugurate its 
own examinations. 

Other speakers were MR. N. WALSH, 
AIAS, MIMUN.BM, the Lancastrian secretary 
of the Yorkshire branch, who proposed 
the toast of ‘ The Guests,’ and MR. wW. H. 
BEESLEY, FRIBA, FRICS, president of the 
Metropolitan Association of Chief 
Housing Officers and Architects, who 
suitably responded. 

Formal proceedings were concluded 
with a brief ceremony of praise and appre- 
ciation for Mr. C. Kensett, MIMun.BM, 
the principal founder-member. Since Mr. 
Mason was wearing the Institute’s new 
badge of office, the original collarette, 
designed by Mr. Kensett, was presented 
to its originator as the founder’s badge 
by the national secretary, Mr. A. Ayres. 


Mr. C. Kensett receiving the founder’s 
collarette from Mr. A. Ayres. 
left is Mr. J. Mason 


On the 
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The Week in Parliament 
From Our Own Representative in The House 


Industrial Injuries 


A NUMBER OF CHANGES are proposed in the 
Industrial Injuries scheme in the Family 
Allowances and National Insurance Bill 
published on November 1. The basic 
condition for cover under the scheme, 
that the accident must have arisen ‘ out 
of and in the course of’ the injured per- 
son’s employment, is extended to cover 
accidents resulting from ‘common risks’ 
which will be treated as arising out of 
the employment, if they happened in the 
course of the employment, provided the 
injured person did not contribute to their 
happening by his conduct outside the 
employment or by any action not inciden- 
tal to it. Such accidents are, for example, 
those resulting from assault or ‘ skylark- 
ing’ or caused by an animal. Another 
change will extend the circumstances in 
which lost promotion prospects can be 
taken into account in determining an 
injured person’s entitlement to special 
hardship allowance. 


The Education Building 
Programme 


POINTING out that the total education 
building programme was running at about 
£120m., SIR DAVID ECCLES, Minister of 
Education, said on November 3 that the 
only cut they had had was one of about 
£5m. in minor works. The reason was 
that this was the only annual programme 
in educational building and its effect on 
reducing the overload was altogether 
more immediate than if they tried to 
interfere in any way with the major pro- 
gramme of new schools and colleges. As 
it was clear there was this great over- 
load on the building industry, this was 
the place where the education programme 
could make a small but nevertheless use- 
ful contribution. 

The major programmes which were 
settled some time ahead—he thought that 
all local authorities had welcomed very 
much the forward planning—were in the 
following position. The programmes for 
1961-62 and 1962-63 were settled at the 
highest rate of school building they had 
ever done. The 1963-64 programme would 
normally have been announced by now 
but he had agreed with the Chancellor to 
keep it back until the whole of the public 
sector for 1963-64 could be dealt with. 

He had explained this to the local 
authorities. He had asked them whether 
the delay of another few weeks would 
mean any loss of momentum in planning 
for 1963-64 and they had assured him 
that it would not. He hoped therefore 
that before long the schools in that pro- 
gramme could be settled and the plans 
got on with. 


Development of BTC Sites 
and Property 


PROPOSALS designed to facilitate the de- 
velopment of the sites and property owned 
by the nationalised transport undertakings 
are contained in the Transport Bill which, 
after a two-day debate, received its 


second reading on November 21. Hither- 
to the British Transport Commission, 
which is to be replaced by four statutory 
boards and by a statutory holding com- 
pany, has been hampered by restrictions 
and the Bill sets out to cast these aside. 


Boards will be established for British 
Railways, London Transport, British 
Transport Docks and Inland Waterways, 
and other activities of the Commission 
will be grouped under the Transport 
Holding Company. Under the Bill the 
Minister of Transport is empowered to 
authorise the compulsory purchase of land 
in Great Britain required by any Board 
for the purpose of their business. 


The four boards will have power to 
retain or dispose of such of their land as 
is not required for the purposes of their 
business and to develop their land in such 
manner as they think fit. Each Board 
may erect buildings of any description for 
use for purposes other than their business 
on any part of their land whether or not 
the land or those buildings were severable 
from the land and works used by the 
board for the purposes of their business. 


But the Bill lays down that no board 
can incur any substantial expenditure in 
developing their land for purposes not 
connected with their business without the 
consent of the Minister and he, from time 
to time, can give directions to Boards 
indicating what is to be treated as ‘a sub- 
stantial item of expenditure.’ Where a 
Board propose to develop land otherwise 
than for the purposes of their business, 
they will have power, with the consent of 
the Minister, to acquire by agreement 
adjoining land in order to develop it with 
the other land. But the Minister will not 
consent unless it appears that land cannot 
be satisfactorily developed unless the ad- 
joining land is acquired by the Board. 
But a Board will be unable to acquire 
land under this category by compulsory 
purchase. They can only acquire by 
agreement. 

It is also stipulated that apart from the 
development of land, a Board will not 
have power to acquire land for purposes 
which were not related to any of their 
activities. 


The Board expected to be most con- 
cerned with these provisions is that for 
British Railways and, under it, the six 
regional railway boards which share the 
responsibility for all parts of the national 
railway system. The Railways Board are 
also given power to provide hotels in 
places where they might be considered 
suitable, but there is a stipulation that 
they are not to manage hotels without the 
consent of the Minister. This provision 
is designed to encourage the construction 
of hotels above railway termini. 


Powers are also conferred on the Board 
for the construction and operation of 
pipeline provisions in the Bill will un- 
doubtedly link up with the new legisla- 
tion which is expected on pipelines and 
which is to be introduced by the Minister 
of Power. 
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Under the reorganisation, all the capital 
programmes of the various nationalised 
undertakings will become the responsi- 
bility of the new boards, but a board in 
framing and carrying out proposals in- 
volving substantial capital outlay will 
have to act on lines settled from time to 
time with the approval of the Minister. 


Progress With Motorways 


SIR BARNETT JANNER asked the Minister of 
Transport on November 13 to state, 
giving the mileage in respect of each, 
those motorways or lengths of motorways 
for which no line had yet been proposed, 
a draft scheme had been published, a 
scheme had been made, tenders had been 
invited, a contract had been placed, those 
which were under construction and those 
which were in use, respectively, as at 
October 3. MR. ERNEST MARPLES issued 
the following information. 


MOTORWAYS IN USE:—London-Birmingham, 
73% miles; Preston by-pass, 84 miles; Lan- 
caster by-pass, 114 miles; Ross Spur, 204 
miles; Maidstone by-pass, 74 miles; Maiden- 
head by-pass, 6 miles; Doncaster by-pass, 15 
miles; Stretford-Eccles by-pass, 54 miles. 
(Classified Motorway built by Lancashire 
County Council.) 


MOTORWAYS UNDER CONSTRUCTION :—Birm- 
ingham-Preston, 784 miles; Birmingham- 
Bristol (Lydiate Ash to Twyning), 28 miles; 
Stevenage by-pass, 74 miles; Medway motor 
road, 25 miles; London-South Wales: Chis- 
wick to Langley (Part I) (2 miles), Slough 
by-pass (5 miles) and Severn Bridge (foun- 
dation). 

CONTRACT PLACED:—Darlington 
(Bridges). Tenders invited: None. 

SCHEME MADE:—Preston-Lancaster, 13 
miles; London-Yorkshire Part II (Crick to 
Doncaster), 86 miles; Darlington-Barton by- 
pass, 10 miles; London-South Wales: Chis- 
wick-Langley (12 miles), Severn Bridge and 
Approaches (94 miles), Newport by-pass (74 
miles); Port Talbot by-pass, 44 miles; Mid- 
land Links: Dunston to Castle Bromwich, 
26 miles. 

DRAFT SCHEME PUBLISHED :—Sheffield-Leeds 
Spur, 34 miles; Durham motorway, 21 miles; 
Hendon Motorway (Page Street to Brockley), 
4 miles; London-South Wales: Tormarton to 
Almondsbury, 114 miles; High Wycombe By- 
pass, 13 miles; Midland Links: Lydiate Ash 
to Great Barr (16 miles), Castle Bromwich to 
Catthorpe (29 miles). 

LINE NOT YET PUBLISHED (with approximate 
lengths): —Lancaster-Penrith, 36 miles; Pen- 
rith-by-pass 6 miles; Penrith-Carlisle, 20 
miles; Lancashire-Yorkshire motorway, 50 
miles; Birmingham-Bristol (Twyning to East 
Brent), 68 miles; London-South Wales: 
Maidenhead to Tormarton (80 miles), Crick 
to Newport (9 miles); London-Birmingham : 
Aldenham-Brockley, 4 miles; London-Craw- 
ley, 25 miles; London-Basingstoke, 34 miles; 
London-Bishop’s Stortford, 32 miles; Baldock 
by-pass, 6 miles; Ditton by-pass, 5 miles. 


by-pass 


Other Business 
Industrial Development, Clydebank 


MR. CYRIL BENCE asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland on November 15, what 
land was scheduled for industrial develop- 
ment in Clydebank; and what steps he 
was taking to find a developer to use 
this land. 

MR. T. GALBRAITH, Under Secretary 
wrote: ‘As the Town Council have not 
yet submitted their development plan 
there is no formal allocation of land for 
industry. A site of about 60 acres was 
recently sold by the Board of Trade to an 
industrial company for the purpose of 
establishing a heavy engineering works.’ 
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Firm Prices and Materials for Services 
Fifth List of Manufacturers Willing to Quote Over a Period 


The fifth list of specialists, sub-contractors and manufacturers willing to 


quote firm prices over a period is printed below. 


Earlier lists appeared 


in ‘ The Builder’ of October 27 and November 3, 10 and 17. Other firms 
prepared to quote should write to the Editor, ‘ The Builder,’ 4 Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2, giving the names of their products and the period 
over which they are prepared to hold quotations. 


Bricks and Tiles 


MAIDENHEAD BRICK AND TILE CO. 
‘Inholmes,’ Burgess Hill, Sussex. 
PERIOD: By negotiation, extending from 
6 to 18 months, 
PRODUCTS: Hand-made facing bricks, 
multi-pressed and wire-cut facings, hand 
and machine-made roofing tiles, bri- 
quettes, etc. 
COMMENT: Firm prices have been quoted 
consistently over a long period after 
negotiation for specific contracts. 


LTD., 


Heating, Ventilating and Air 
Conditioning 

(AIR CONDITIONING) LTD., 

London, 


VENTRACTORS 
163 Holland Park-avenue, 
Will. 

PERIOD: By negotiation for 12, 18 or 24 

months. 

PRODUCT: Design and installation of 

heating and ventilating systems for indus- 
trial and specialist purposes, including 

factories, office blocks, public buildings, 
stores, swimming pools, schools, hospitals 
and apartment blocks. 


Joinery 
W. H. BEAL LTD., Sharp-street, Hull. 
PERIOD: To customers’ requirements. 


PRODUCTS: Purpose made and standard 
joinery. 
COMMENT: This company has always 


quoted on a fixed price basis if required. 


Lightning Protective Systems 


SIMCRIST LTD., 16 Warners-close, Steven- 
age, Herts. 

PERIOD: 12 months. 

PRODUCTS: Lightning protective systems 
and component parts. 

COMMENT: In spite of the fluctuating 
price of copper this company is prepared 
to allow its quotations to remain firm for 
the specified period. 


Painting and Decorating 


F. LABBETT AND SONS LTD., 

Lenton, Nottingham. 
PERIOD: 12 months and, by negotiation, 
up to 18 months from the date of tender. 
SERVICE: Anti-corrosion, flame cleaning, 
grit blasting, metal spraying, etc. 


Leen Gate, 


Precast Concrete 


THE MODULAR CONCRETE CO. LTD., Precast 
Division, Staines-road, Bedfont, Mid- 
dlesex. 

PERIOD: Up to 24 months. 

PRODUCTS: All forms of structural and 

architectural precast concrete. 


Steel Reinforcement 


WELBECK (STEEL STOCKHOLDERS) LTD., 
River-road, Barking, Essex. 

PERIOD: By negotiation, generally up to 

12 months. 

PRODUCTS: 


Steel rods, 


reinforcing 


designed, supplied, cut, bent, labelled, 
delivered and fixed. 

COMMENT: Any part of the above service 
is offered. While supporting the hope 
that pre-planning will increase this com- 
pany has nevertheless made arrangements 
enabling deliveries of fabricated bars to 
be made at very short notice where 
bending schedules, etc. are not available 
in good time. 
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Waterproofers, Sealers and Bonders 


STUART B. DICKENS LTD., Manor-way, 
Boreham Wood, Hertfordshire. 


PERIOD: 12 months or for overseas by 
quotation. 
PRODUCTS: Concrete additives, water- 


proofers, shutter preparations, sealers and 
bonders. 


Windows and Patent Glazing 


HILLS (WEST BROMWICH) LTD., 
road, West Bromwich. 


PERIOD: Up to 24 months. 


PRODUCTS: Presweld steel frames, alu- 
minium and steel windows, aluminium 
curtain walling, natural ventilation pro- 
ducts, Hilsulate double glazing, alu- 
minium and lead clothed patent glazing. 


Albion- 


Law Report 
Ganger Partly to Blame for Accident 


THE COURT OF APPEAL on November 17 
reduced from £2,200 to £1,100 a damages 
award to Mr. Samuel McMath, 68, 
builders’ ganger, of Dorian-road, Liver- 
pool, 13, for injuries suffered when he 
fell from a ladder. 

Finding that he was half to blame for 
the accident, the Court allowed with costs 
an appeal by his employers, Rimmer Bros. 
(Liverpool) Ltd., builders, of Cheadle- 
avenue, Liverpool 13, against Mr. Justice 
Lloyd-Jacob’s judgment at Liverpool on 
February 22 that they were wholly to 
blame. 

In the Court’s reserve judgment, Lord 
Justice Pearson, who said with Lords Jus- 
tices Ormerod and Harman, that Mr. 


Lead Sheet and Pipe 
Manufacturers 


Restrictive Practices Agreement 


MR. JUSTICE RUSSELL directed in the 
Restrictive Practices Court on Monday 
(November 20) that the Court will con- 
sider an agreement between members of 
the Lead Sheet and Pipe Manufacturers’ 
Federation on Monday, May 7, 1962. 

MR. ROBIN DUNN, for the Registrar of 
Restrictive Trading Agreements, had ap- 
plied for a final hearing date of March 26, 
with exchange of proofs of evidence on 
February 26. 

Opposing these dates MR. H. P. B. DOW, 
for the manufacturers, said they would 
find it difficult to meet the date because 
ithe costs investigation was at a very 
early stage and they needed a week or 
two longer to avoid coming back to the 
court to ask for extra time. 

‘I can assure you the Federation has 
not been delaying,’ he said. ‘ This cost- 
ing is a complicated matter because most 
of these manufacturers only make lead 
sheet and piping as a sideline, as it were, 
to other things and the detailed investi- 
gation is going to be difficult.’ 

After the Court had fixed April 7, 1962, 
for proofs of evidence, and May 7 for the 
final hearing, MR. DUNN said the case 
would take up at least ten to fifteen 

working days. 


McMath fell when repairing insecure 
brickwork at Elizabeth-street, Liverpool. 
The labourer, who should have been 
‘footing’ the ladder, was away fetching 
tea. The employers, by not seeing that 
the ladder was footed, were in breach of 
Regulation 29 (4) of the 1948 Building 
Regulations, which provided that ladders 
being used by workmen should be 
securely fixed or footed. 

Mr. McMath had used the ladder know- 
ing it was not footed, and in the Court’s 
view he was equally liable for a breach 
of Regulation 4 of the 1948 Regulations 
which provided that workmen should 
co-operate in carrying out the Regula- 
tions. 


Brick Shortage, 
Birmingham 


Municipal Housing Delayed 


woRK on a Birmingham Corporation hous- 
ing scheme for flats and maisonettes in 
Pershore-road, Edgbaston, had been held 
up for six months because of a shortage 
of bricks, said ALD. J. J. GROGAN, chairman 
of the Birmingham House Building Com- 
mittee, on November 15. He added 
that a large private builder engaged on 
another municipal housing scheme had 
had to dismiss half his bricklayers. ‘He 
is getting only 8,000 bricks a week, 
whereas he needs 20,000 a week,’ Ald. 
Grogan said. 

Ald. Grogan was giving reasons for the 
delays in municipal house building. He 
added that shortage of labour was also 
growing steadily worse. To prevent any 
hold up in the building programme, 
Birmingham had maintained a total of 
4,500 to 5,000 houses ‘in the pipe line’ 
for the past four or five years but ‘ we 
never get more than 2,000 to 2,500 houses 
a year and I believe it should be double 
to cope with housing demands.’ 

He went on to say that, in the main, 
the shortage of men on housing contracts 
was due to the larger building schemes, 
such as office building. He thought that 
the Government should do something to 
secure a fairer allocation of labour. 
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Town Planning Institute Presidential Address 


The Profession at the Crossroads of Achievement 


In his presidential address to the Town Planning Institute Mr. J. G. Jefferson, 
MICE, MTPI, felt that the Institute had arrived at a critical stage in its life 
—a fork in the road, one path of which led to fame and the other to oblivion. 
There was, he postulated, an especial responsibility resting on the council 
of the Institute and on the president to make sure that they chose the former. 
This was a time of great opportunities for town planners which they could 
not afford to lose through diffidence, inertia, or a preoccupation with routine 


matters. 


Mr. Jefferson was speaking at the general meeting, held in the 


Bishop Partridge Hall, Church House, Great Smith-street, Westminster, on 


November 1. 


I THINK I am right in stating that almost 
every presidential address to the Institute 
for the last ten years has discussed 
the relationship between planning and the 
general public. We are all agreed on the 
need for an improvement in public rela- 
tions, but are we doing all we can? Most 
of you would answer ‘ No!’ 

It is interesting to observe that, during 
recent years, criticism of town and 
country planning by the man in the street 
has changed from complaints that certain 
development has been refused consent, to 
protests that other development has been 
allowed. The law provides for appeal and 
public inquiry into the refusal of consent; 
there is no such provision when consent 
is granted. The general public look to the 
planning authority to protect them from 
unneighbourly development and they are 
dismayed and disillusioned when consent 
is granted for buildings or for changes of 
use which they consider to be prejudicial 
to their interests. They would like to see 
a public inquiry into all such cases; but as 
we all know, that is administratively quite 
impossible. 


The Balanced View 


The Minister has dealt with this prob- 
lem in Circular 21/61 and the matter was 
very fully discussed at the Summer School 
in September. Extensive advertisement of 
such proposals is not, in my view, the best 
or the only solution. I believe that, 
whether or not the application is adver- 
tised, definite steps should be taken to 
draw the attention of the locally elected 
representatives—ward councillors, district 
representatives, parish councils, etc.—to 
the proposed development and due regard 
should be paid to the views expressed by 
these people whether or not they are 
members of the planning committee, In 
this way the planning committee is more 
likely to get a balanced view of local feel- 
ing, rather than the (possibly exaggerated) 
objections of a small minority. 

A great deal of discussion has taken 
place on how to reduce the time and 
effort spent on dealing with appeals, and 
while opinions may differ on certain 
aspects of this problem, most people are 
agreed that time would be saved and 
public relations would be improved if 
the general public were made more clearly 
aware of the planning authority’s policy. 
And here I agree wholeheartedly that our 
development plans should be presented in 
a form that is easier to understand. There 
may well be technical and legal difficul- 
ties in the way of doing so. I am told 


Extracts from his address are given below. 


that the Ministry have set up a working 
party to study the problem and I am sure 
that the Institute, if called upon to do 
so, would willingly give any assistance it 
could. But the fact remains that the 
imagination is not stirred by a town map, 
nor is the written statement likely to 
arouse any local enthusiasm; and nearly 
everyone agrees that the county map 
serves very little purpose at all. Some- 
how or other this must be changed and 
the man in the street must be made to 
see for himself that all the trouble and 
expense which has gone into the prepara- 
tion of the development plan has been 
really worth while and that the policies it 
expresses have his support. 

It is a feature of town and country 
planning that, as regards almost every 
plan, every proposal for development, 
and every decision by a local planning 
authority or by the Minister, there are 
always arguments for and against, and 
frequently they are very nearly evenly 
balanced. ‘ The Planners’ are very seldom 
given credit for appreciating the opposite 
point of view. It is not sufficiently under- 
stood by the general public that all plan- 
ning decisions—or very nearly all—are a 
result of a careful analysis of the facts 
of the case and are based on recommen- 
dations made in the light of policies which 
have generally received the approval not 
only of local ratepayers, but also of the 
Minister who represents the Government 
of the country. 

Some local planning authorities during 
recent years have taken active steps to 
improve public relations with varying 
degrees of success; but there is a consider- 
able leeway to make up. And what of 
the Institute itself ? Many of our mem- 
bers feel that we of the council are not 
doing half enough—that we should lose 
no opportunity of pointing out that, what- 
ever committees or working parties are 
set up to study problems of land use; 
whatever responsibilities are given to 
individuals to advise or prepare schemes 
for development or redevelopment, surely 
the first person to be approached is the 
chartered town planner—and yet some- 
times he is omitted altogether! 


Future of the Institute 


The first question I would pose is this: 
‘ Has the Charter as yet made much differ- 
ence to the Institute itself or to its mem- 
bers as individuals ? ’” 

There are some who feel that the 
present title of the Institute does not 
adequately convey the fact that we are a 


body of professional men and not an Insti- 
tute which is itself undertaking town 
planning. This is a point worth serious 
consideration; but in any event we need 
to make it clear to everyone that town 
and country planning is a profession 
requiring special skill and special know- 
ledge. Indeed, as each week passes our 
tasks grow more complicated. 

In the field of statutory planning, the 
day to day administration becomes more 
and more complex, and at the present 
time there are not enough qualified men 
and women to cope with the volume of 
work in this country, apart altogether 
from the almost unlimited scope which 
exists overseas. One result of this is that 
far too much planning work—not only 
in the field of Local Government, but 
also in the vast field of development by 
private enterprise, is being undertaken by 
people who do not possess this specialised 
knowledge and experience. Proposals for 
increased delegation of planning functions 
from county councils to district councils 
must take account of this aspect of the 
present situation. 


The Institute’s Choice 


Therefore, if planning is to go forward 
as it should do we must recruit more 
men and women to the profession and 
train them to become chartered town 
planners—and how is this to be done ? 
Your council has appointed a special sub- 
committee to examine this problem and 
they have already embarked upon their 
task. It is a problem which the branches 
might profitably discuss, and the sub- 
committee will be happy to consider any 
suggestions put forward. We do not 
under-estimate the gravity of the situa- 
tion. 

But there is another aspect of this 
matter. You all feel, I imagine, that the 
Institute should take a more active part 
in promoting better public relations; that 
it should sponsor exhibitions of planning 
work which will help the general public 
to understand what we are trying to do; 
that we should enlarge the ‘ Journal ’; that 
we should be housed in suitable quarters 
in a proper location, and that if we are 
to take a rightful place by the side of 
other professional institutions, we should 
increase our activities, and that will 
necessitate the employment of additional 
staff. All this will involve expense and 
our present income is quite inadequate. I 
think very soon the Institute will have to 
choose between being small and exclu- 
sive, or enlarging its ranks on the lines 
suggested by the Schuster Committee. 

There are many advantages which 
would flow from such a policy, but if it 
were adopted we might have to accept 
the possibility that not all our members 
would be trained in design. For the prac- 
tising town planner we set a high stan- 
dard in our examinations and we impose 
exacting requirements as regards practi- 
cal experience. We must continue to do 
so. As James Adams pointed out in the 
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presidential address in 1948, ‘ the prac- 
titioner of town and country planning 
may be especially gifted or trained or 
experienced in one or more of the arts 
and sciences with which he is concerned 
. .. but in any event he must be above 
all things a designer—if you don’t like 
the somewhat ambiguous term an artist.’ 
But might it not be reasonable to broaden 
the field of entry to our profession by 
allowing a greater degree of specialisation 
in our examinations and by not insisting 
that every member should pass the whole 
range of subjects which we now require? 
I believe that in this way we should 
greatly strengthen the Institute by bring- 
ing within its ranks many who are con- 
tributing substantially to town and 
country planning but who cannot at pre- 
sent be admitted on the basis of our pre- 
sent examinations and practical training 
requirements. 

You will realise that “to do so might 
involve fundamental changes in our con- 
stitution—changes which would require 
the approval of an annual general meet- 
ing and of the Privy Council. It might 
involve a revision of our examination 
syllabus and a modification of our present 
requirements for training and experience. 

For my own part I think we must be 
prepared to make changes. Earlier in the 
year when we were in Washington, your 
Senior Vice-President and I visited the 
Thomas Jefferson Memorial. On one of 
the walls was inscribed: 

‘I am not an advocate for frequent 
changes in laws and constitutions. But 
laws and institutions must go hand 
in hand with the progress of the 
human mind as that becomes more 
developed, more enlightened, as new 
discoveries are made, new truths dis- 
covered and manners and opinions 
change, with the change of circum- 
stances. Institutions must advance 
also to keep pace with the times.’ 

I think those words might be appro- 
priate for our Institute today, if indeed 
we stand, as I believe we do, at a turning 
point in our history. I recognise the grave 
responsibility which faces the council, 
and I would like to suggest that the 
problems I have raised this evening in 
regard to the Institute’s future might, 
with advantage, be discussed at meetings 
of the branches and that you let us know, 
either in writing or through the medium 
of your branch representatives, your own 
answers to some of the questions I have 
posed. 


Vote of Thanks 


A vote of thanks to the president was 
moved by MR. D. W. RILEY, MIMUNE, MTPI, 
county planning and development officer 
for Staffordshire, who said that during 
the past year, Mr. Rowland Nicholas, the 
immediate past-president, had set them 
al] thinking about the road on which they 
were setting out, and he was sure from 
what they heard that evening, that Mr. 
Nicholas’s wish for a continuity in policy 
had been amply demonstrated. The 
address was full of ideas of the policy 
the Institute had been considering. 

In the short time at his disposal he 
would like to refer to two things which it 
seemed to him were basically important. 


First, the position of planning today, and 
second, the impact it should have on the 
Institute’s future policies. They all agreed 
that planning and control and words of 
that sort were not very popular and did 
not appeal to English people very much. 
They liked to be free and not interfered 
with. He believed they had reached a 
situation when in trying to avoid those 
words, some sort of concentration of the 
collective intelligence of the race had got 
to be focused on problems that were 
concerning them all. We could not safely 
leave things as they were, with the mere 
freeplay of social forces without any 
guidance at all. 


The Changing Climate of Opinion 


The climate of opinion was changing. 
Whatever one’s views, politically or other- 
wise, might be, a situation had been 
reached when something had to be done 
as the society changed from one based 
on an economy of scarcity to one 
of comparative affluence. He felt the 
change was taking place and planning was 
bound to be a part of it by whatever 
name they liked to call it. The climate 
was changing to some sort of central con- 
trol, of which planning was their part. 
The development of technology, tech- 
niques of building, pressure for land, 
rising standards of living—all these things 
were having a great effect on their en- 
vironment, which was quite unforeseen 
when they first started planning in 1947. 

It seemed to him, said Mr. Riley, that 
some of their plans were getting a slightly 
old-fashioned look about them as some 
of their buildings were, and it was time 
they had a look at some of the basic 
assumptions of their planning and really 
did far more research. The essence of 
planning was the defining of an end and 
the formulation of means to achieve it. 
And it seemed to him that one of the 
things they had to do was to get to grips 
with what it was they wanted to do. 

They ought to be considering closely 
the determinants of social change so that 
they could play their full part in them, 
and it seemed the position had rather 
developed where the public image of 
planning was not what it ought to be. 
It was too allied to the public mind with 
the idea of irritating frustration and the 
rather over-rigid application of rules of 
thumb. 

Mr. Riley said he believed they had got 
to improve the standard of the Institute 
and really raise the standard of the people 
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who were in it. They must also make 
the Institute much bigger, so that it could 
have a much more effective voice on 
policy. It should also widen the skills it 
embraced within its membership. 

He did not know how that would be 
done, but he was sure there were a great 
number of people who were doing really 
useful work in planning and who would 
help the Institute and could be brought 
in if the basis of membership was 
widened. That, it seemed to him, was 
the way they had to go if they were going 
to be a success in the entirely different 
situations, and the Institute must adapt 
itself to them. 

Mr. Riley also commented on the Presi- 
dent’s remarks about the relationship 
between planning and the local govern- 
ment set-up. He had found from ana- 
lyses they had been making recently that 
when they got down to the parish and 
the small towns concerned with a town 
centre, these people really showed a vivid 
interest in planning and they developed a 
vivid interest in the government of the 
place. He thought at this time when 
everyone was getting more footloose than 
they used to be, it was important that 
organisations should emphasise, re-dis- 
cover and re-emphasise the importance 
of place. A feeling of participation must 
be fomented. 

MR. COLIN D. BUCHANAN, BSC, AMICE, 
ARIBA, MTPI, seconding the vote of thanks, 
stressed the value of saying the things 
that needed saying over and over again. 
Environment, he declared, was the real 
stage on which all activities were set. 
Mr. Buchanan was particularly interested 
in the president’s references to the sub- 
ject of roads and traffic. There was only 
one point he wanted to mention and 
that was the rather curious term ‘at the 
cross-roads.’ 

‘Surely,’ he commented, ‘we are all 
agreed, whatever doubts we might have 
about planning, that cross-roads are out. 
And, of course, planning at the cross- 
roads can be the very deuce, as anyone 
who has had experience of anything to 
do with Piccadilly will well realise. It 
should surely be planning at the bifoca- 
tion or planning at the left-hand turn or 
planning at roundabout. I suppose the 
best phrase would be “ planning at the 
flyover” to be really up-to-date. The 
advantage of using that phrase would be 
that it conveyed the idea of planning, and 
the Town Planning Institute would 
indeed be able to fly over the quite con- 
siderable difficulties that lie ahead.’ 


Canvey Island Housing 
Work to Start on £lm. Scheme 


WORK IS TO START in the next few weeks 
on a £lm. housing estate which Mr. 
Charles Hollingbery, a local builder, is to 
develop. The estate is being built with a 
layout providing plenty of open spaces. 
A number of the roads will be cul-de- 
sacs. Open aspect gardens will be a 
feature of the estate. The whole of the 
layout was planned by the Essex County 
Council planning department, and the 
County Council hopes it will be copied 
in every new estate in Essex. 


Mr. Hollingbery said recently that the 
planning department had done an excel- 
lent job, and he would be building more 
estates on the same lines. Mr. Holling- 
bery’s aim is to keep the cost of homes 
down, and he hopes to sell them for less 
than £3,000. 

The estate is to be built on 34 acres 
of Church Field, Northwick Corner, 
Canvey Island. There will be 372 houses, 
a few shops, 300 garages and provision 
for extra parking space. 
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Housing Construction in Sweden 
Methods Described by Mr. Bengt Axelson 


MR. BENGT AXELSON, deputy chairman of 
the Swedish Society of Civil Engineers, 
lectured at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on October 23 on methods of 
housing construction in Sweden. In his 
introductory remarks Mr. Axelson 
pointed out that, as in many other Euro- 
pean countries, there was a very consider- 
able housing shortage in Sweden, in spite 
of intensive building activity. The main 
reasons for this, he said, were the migra- 
tion of people from the country to the 
towns, and a rising standard of living 
which had led to a demand for larger and 
better housing. 


The building situation was dominated 
by the fact that in Sweden, a country of 
full employment, man-power was scarce, 
wages were high—and the housing was 
needed quickly. To meet this situation 
the building industry had rationalised and 
mechanised itself to a high degree and 
many systems of prefabricated building 
were now in use, all designed to reduce 
man-hours on the site and speed up the 
work. 


After outlining financing methods Mr. 
Axelson described the main building 
methods in use in his country. Most of 
them have been developed by the build- 
ing contractors in close co-operation with 
a few important manufacturers of build- 
ing materials, consulting engineers and 
architects. Methods described included 
the ‘Skarne’ system, the basis of which 
was an in situ concrete tower, placed with 
sliding formwork, which was constructed 
first, forming a central core around 


Left: Room-size walls under erection at Uppsala. 


which the rest of the building was con- 
structed. This core became a stabilising 
element of the building and contained 
all the services, stairs and lifts which 
were erected by crane, and in situ floors; 
the internal walls were in general load- 
bearing and the external walls, often 
made of ‘ Siporex’ slabs, were non-load- 
bearing. 


Another system was the ‘ All-Concrete ’ 
system, which consisted of a monolithic 
arrangement of in situ concrete cross 
walls and floors, the interesting technique 
here being the prefabrication of the 
formwork which was made up in wall- 
sized panels consisting of two leaves with 
a platform at the top from which the 
operative poured the concrete. These 
panels, which were easily removable, were 
positioned by crane; floors were similarly 
cast with prefabricated forms on retract- 
able legs. 


The ‘Sundh’ System 


The ‘Sundh’ system was based, said 
Mr. Axelson, on wall-sized precast slabs 
comprising two leaves of concrete with 
insulation between; bathrooms were pre- 
cast as a complete box with provisions for 
plumbing and _=s services, In another 
system, used for single-storey houses built 
with pre-stressed concrete frames and 
walls of ‘Siporex’ lightweight concrete 
panels, the building was centred round a 
‘heart’ consisting of a fully equipped 
kitchen, bathroom, lavatory and boiler 
room assembled together in a concrete 
‘box’ of walls, floor and ceiling. This 
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Flats at Nasbydal, north of Stockholm, 
constructed on the ‘ Skarne’ system 


unit was delivered ready for installation, 
with finishes applied and wiring and 
plumbing ready for connection. 


Mr. Axelson illustrated his lecture with 
many slides of building sites around 
Stockholm, giving an impressive picture 
of the Swedish achievement to date, and 
ended with a forecast of possible future 
developments in domestic building. 


Right: Industrial production of room-size elements—the factory, at Bollmora, 


south of Stockholm, has a capacity of 750 apartments a year. The biggest element has a weight of 12 tons 
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Book Reviews 


Natural Stone as an Element in Design ; Failure and Repair of Concrete 
Structures ; Reinforced Concrete Design ; Public Cleansing 


NATURAL STONE AS AN ELEMENT IN DESIGN. 
(London: The Standard Catalogue Co. 
Ltd.). Price 80s. net. 

THIS LARGE AND GLOssy publication with 

over 300 pages, and more than that num- 

ber of excellent photographs, is produced 
in what is known as the ‘ modern format’ 

—no paper wasted over borders, and the 

illustrations going right up to the edge. 

The photographs are admirably arranged; 

on one page a view of a building as a 

whole, or in large part, on the opposite 

page a close-up detail of its component 

masonry. The letterpress, apart from a 

short introductory note, is confined to 

captions on each page. These are in 

English, French and German, generally 

much to the point but sometimes inclined 

to the high falutin’, a tendency perhaps 
difficult to avoid where modern buildings 

—and all the buildings illustrated are 

in that vogue—are the subject of review. 

But, by and large, the clearly good 

masonry is said to be good, and the not 

so good is called to question. There are 
points where criticism might have gone 
further—of the practice, for example, of 
using laminated stone, in one and the 
same wall, both on its natural bed and 
at right-angles to it. An experienced 
mason would conclude that zeal for 
variety had exceeded the bounds of tech- 
nical propriety. None the less, many 
of the examples shown reach an extremely 
high level of achievement; the more 
naturally the stone seems to be used the 
more impressive the result appears to be. 

That last reflection invitably raises a 

difficult question. To what extent is 
design controlled by the materials which 
go to its realisation ? At first sight it may 
be thought that the nature and require- 
ments of materials would be a decisive 
factor in resultant form. It would not be 
difficult to adduce many instances to sup- 
port the proposition. But one is left 
with the disturbing reflection—to take a 
comparison to the point—that many 
Doric temples and many medieval cathe- 
drals were built with identical, or nearly 
identical, stone. Form then, one must 
conclude, is not the direct outcome of 
the materials which go to make it. Cer- 
tainly, the use of masonry has not in 
any decisive degree controlled the form 
of the many buildings illustrated in this 
book. One would say that the form came 
first and the materials have been adapted 
to it. But the requirements of good 
craftsmanship remain. Craftsmanship lies 
in the sympathetic adjustment of means, 
with regard to the potentialities of the 
material employed, to the desired end. 
To put it another way: although the 
end may be predetermined the material 
must be treated with respect. It is exactly 
in the perfect balance between these two 
elements of control that true craftsman- 
ship is found. On that conception 
appraisal of the many modern methods of 
using stone in building, which this book 
so amply demonstrates, may be soundly 
based. JAMES BURFORD 


FAILURE AND REPAIR OF CONCRETE STRUC- 
TURES. By S. Champion. (London: 
Contractors Record Ltd.) Price 35s. 


‘GOOD CONCRETE,’ says the author, ‘in 
correctly designed members is perfectly 
satisfactory, but bad concrete cast into 
bad shapes is liable to deterioration.’ 
This book is Mr. Champion’s report on 
15 years’ investigation and research into 
the practical engineering aspects of the 
latter. He warns the reader in the first 
chapter that there is rarely a single cause 
for failure, but more often a collection 
of small ones. This tends to make all 
failures look alike which results in one 
standard solution being applied. The 
author quickly disproves the validity of 
this concept by taking a practical example 
of an aqueduct where certain faults had 
appeared and analysing all the causes. 


Mr. Champion then examines the 
causes of chemical and mechanical de- 
terioration and discusses various methods 
of repair. He deals in some detail with 
the architectural aspect of concrete re- 
pair and enlarges on some of the methods. 
He gives some technical points for speci- 
fications which, in thirty pages, contain 
enough valuable information to warrant 
space on any technical bookshelf. Sub- 
sequent chapters deal with cracks, floors, 
surface decorations and protection, water- 
proofing and grouting, and all are illus- 
trated with drawings and photographs. 
Marine structures and other special cases 
are covered, as is underpinning, testing 
the structure and materials, and the 
reconstruction and_ strengthening of 
buildings. 

The last chapter in this comprehensive 
report sets out the main points which a 
clerk of works should watch on a con- 
tract of this type. In a Utopian world 
however a clerk of works would not be 
required if the contractor simply read 
and followed the information provided 
in this valuable addition to the engineer’s 
and builder’s library. 


THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF RE- 
INFORCED CONCRETE DESIGN. By W. H. 
Elgar. (London: The Architectural 
Press.) Price 18s. 6d. net. 


FOR THOSE STUDENTS of building who 
have not been able to find among the 
many introductory text-books on re- 
inforced concrete now available one to 
their own taste this book may well solve 
problems. The subject is introduced with 
a chapter on the basic principles involved, 
although a prior knowledge of this is 
assumed. The author discusses the pro- 
perties of concrete and steel reinforce- 
ment and then goes into the detail of 
designing reinforced concrete for beams, 
slabs, columns and column foundations. 
There is a chapter dealing with precast 
concrete floors and roofs and another on 
prestressed structures. The book includes 
a list of the relevant British Standards 
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and Codes of Practice and a comprehen- 
sive index. 


The author has written with students 
of architecture and building surveying in 
mind, and has therefore confined the 
subject to its relationship to buildings 
and has not given fully worked-out 
examples. He has reasoned out the 
requirements and solution of reinforce- 
ment and the book as a whole should 
appeal to its anticipated readership. 


REVIEW OF PORTLAND CEMENT STANDARDS 
OF THE WORLD—1961. Published in 
English by Cembureau, Sweden. 
(London: Concrete Publications Ltd.) 
Price 25s. 


THIS REVIEW is similar to the previous 
edition published in 1955, but the data 
has been brought up to date to June, 
1961. In view of the fact that cement 
specifications are constantly undergoing 
revision, this book is not issued at regular 
intervals, therefore the present issue will 
not be superseded until it has lost its 
validity. Countries are in alphabetical 
order with the specified requirements 
classified under four main headings— 
description; chemical requirements; 
physical requirements; and_ strengths. 
Sub-headings appear under each main 
heading enabling rapid reference to be 
made to the requirements of the forty- 
two countries which issue cement 
standards. 


PUBLIC CLEANSING, PRESENT AND FUTURE. 
By A. G. Davies. (London. E. & F. N. 
Spon Ltd.) Price 40s. 


PUBLIC CLEANSING is a rather nebulous 
term and it should be pointed out that 
this work deals specifically with refuse 
collection and disposal. Emphasis is laid 
on current practice rather than theory, 
and the author provides an excellent in- 
sight into future trends. Available alter- 
native techniques for the storage of 
domestic dry waste material are fully 
reviewed, and there is a protracted sec- 
tion on types of vehicles and their design 
and maintenance. 


Mr. Davies, who is himself a chief 
public health inspector and cleansing 
officer of long experience, gives an excel- 
lent assessment of the advantages and 
disadvantages of alternative methods of 
disposal, describing in considerable detail 
such techniques as the Garchey system, 
incineration, composting, and grinder 
operation. Striking a currently topical 
and controversial note, there is a final 
chapter on the safe disposal of radioactive 
waste. This is a subject of such immense 
importance and one which has such wide 
ramifications that the author quite rightly 
refers his readers to another work de- 
voted entirely to nuclear wastes, ‘ Radio- 
active Wastes—their treatment and dis- 
posal,’ issued last year by the same pub- 
lisher. The text is illustrated. 


*,* Books noted in these columns may 
be obtained on application to the Book 
Dept., ‘ The Builder,’ 4 Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2. Cash (to include 9d. post- 
age on books to the value of 10s.; 1s. 6d. 
over 10s.) should accompany the order. 
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Four Conversation Pieces 
2. With an Estimator 


HELLO, JOHN, busy ? 

Well, I’ve got to get this estimate out 
in ten days. 

Shall I come back later ? 

No, just give me five minutes to finish 
dictating and I'll be with you. Sit over 
there—and if you haven’t read it, last 
week’s ‘ Builder’ is on the window sill. 
Now then, Dorothy, let’s get on with 
these inquiries. To Higgins & Jones— 
Dear Sirs, we should be glad if you would 
quote us for delivery in eight weeks of 
the following items—I’ve got a list some- 
where—yes, and also send that to Brown 
& Co. and Simpkins Ltd. Now then, to 
West & Son, Dear Sirs, we should be glad 
if you would quote us for delivery 
required in six weeks. You’d better send 
that to Eastern Suppliers Ltd. and West- 
colts as well. Right, now to L. D. James, 
Dear Sirs, we should be glad to receive 
your quotation for the following items, 
delivery of which we require in six weeks. 
You can also send that to the A.B.C. Co. 


Ltd., and Fairfax. That will be ll, 
Dorothy. Now, Sir, what can we do 
for you ? 


Wouldn’t it be simpler to have a pre- 
printed form for those inquiries ? 

The boss doesn’t like duplicated letters 
going out from here. 

I said pre-printed. 

But then you would have to type in 
the details. 

That’s true, but most people do it. 

I should still have to write out the 
details. 

You write them out now and then dic- 
tate them to Dorothy. 

I still think a neat, typewritten letter 
looks better. 

Would you turn down a contract 
because you got acceptance on a pre- 
printed form ? 

No—perhaps you had better talk to 
the boss about it. 

Anyway, why do you send out these 
inquiries; why don’t you give them to the 
buyer ? 

In this firm the estimator always does 
it. 

Yes, I know, but why ? 


The Buyer’s Job 


If the buyer did it, I should only have 
to hand over my lists, it wouldn’t save 
any work, he would still have to have 
them typed. 

True, but as a buyer, it’s his job to 
know alternative sources, lowest prices 
and biggest discounts, not to mention 
their record for delivering on time. 

Yes, but ‘when we come to buy the 
stuff, he hunts around to see if he can 
get it cheaper. 

Of course, you may have lost the con- 
tract by including a quotation that is too 
high. 

Maybe—but I suppose it’s a relic of the 
days when we did our own buying. 
Remember, it’s only the last ten years or 
so that we’ve had a full-time buyer. 

Right, now what about this estimate; 


what’s it for ? 

A school. 

Big one ? 

Around the 75/80 thousand mark. 

Have you done one like it before ? 

Yes, we’ve done at least three. 

So you won’t have much trouble with 
this estimate ? 

Normally I wouldn’t, but So-and-So are 
carving things up a bit these days, and 
the boss says we’ll have to cut things a 
bit finer to get this one. 

Having already done at least three 
similar schools I suppose you’ve some 
pretty accurate costs to help you ? 

The boss may know how much profit 
he made on them, but that doesn’t help 
me. 

I thought they copied out every detail ? 

They do. If the foreman wants 20 
screws, he write out a requisition, the 
storeman writes out a stores issue note, 
the buyer prices it and the cost clerk 
writes 20 x 3 in. screws }, in his ledger 
—where they went to and for what, your 
guess is as good as mine. All I know 
about labour is Bill Jones was working 
there that week 84, 84, 84, 84, 84, 4, and 
so on, and that the site cost £350 for 
wages. Not a clue as to what they did. 

Well, how do you estimate ? 

It’s my job. 

Yes, I know it’s your job, but how do 
you do it if they don’t give you facts and 
figures ? 

I know how to estimate, otherwise they 
wouldn’t give me the job. 


Estimates for Labour 


Materials cost more or less the same 
for all builders, so unless your labour or 
methods can beat the others, you don’t 
get the job. You get no figures of output, 
you don’t visit work in progress—how do 
you estimate labour ? 

I don’t estimate labour, 
items in the bill. 

Let’s take an easy item, 300 c.y. con- 
crete, what would you put in for that? 

, a cubic yard. 

Why that ? 

Oh well, old chap, I’ve been doing this 
for 15 years. 

Right, I’ll admit you’ve got accumu- 
lated skill and a number of constants at 
the back of your head, but how do you 
get the figures? 

Easy. On most of the jobs we get, I 
have put in x/-. This one has to be cut 
pretty fine so I am knocking off 5 per 
cent. 

Knocking 5 per cent off what ? 

The bill rate. 

But you can’t knock 5 per cent off 
materials? 

No, it’s 5 per cent off the rate— it 
doesn’t matter what it comes off. 

Why not cut your profit? 

I can’t do that because until I’ve fin- 
ished the boss won’t know what to put 
on for profit. 

To come back to our unit rate, surely 
the operatives have just got another 6d. 


I estimate 
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an hour, won’t **at affect your price? 

I’ve thought c that and decided 
that as we we:- yaying over the odds 
before, it will be quite all right if we 
leave it. Remember, I’ve got to cut this 
fine! 

That unit rate of x/- contains so much 
for labour, so much for material, so much 
for plant, so much for transport and over- 
heads. What have you got for each? 

We shouldn’t have time to work out 
each item like that. 

But won’t the cost depend to some 
extent on the method and plant you use? 

Of course. 

What size mixer are you going to use? 

My figure is based on a 14/10 in. 

The firm only has two of that size, will 
one be available? 

I don’t know, you can’t plan things 
like that until you’ve got the job. 


Allowance for Overheads 


But you include the cost of a 14/10? 

Yes, that is included in the overheads 
all plant is. 

How do you mean ‘included in the 
overheads’ ? 

The boss knows our plant costs us 
£x,000 a year, he knows our turnover 
was £600,000 therefore it is x per cent 
and that is included in the overall over- 
head figure. 

But you are much busier this year, your 
turnover will be nearer £750,000. 

Good, we may get a bonus out of the 
extra profit. Still, the guv’nor won’t have 
a clue about that until next summer. 

But you may lose the job because your 
overheads are too high. What else have 
you in this overhead? 

All the usual things, Head Office 
salaries, HWP and NI stamps, monthly 
paid GF’s also come in it. 

What about weekly paid GF’s? 

They are charged direct to the job on 
the site time sheet. 

So if I’m a weekly paid GF, I not only 
have to cover my own salary but help to 
pay some of the others who are paid 
monthly. 

If you put it that way, I suppose the 
answer is ‘ Yes’. 

My little 5s. 34d. has also to contribute 
to those jobs with the 14/10s? 

We were talking about this the other 
week. The boss says the amount of work 
involved in charging plant is not worth it. 

Supposing you haven’t got plant avail- 
able, what happens? 

We hire it. 

What happens to the bill ? 

It is charged to the job in the normal 
way. 

Isn’t it a bit tough on your weekly 
paid GFs? Earn their own salary, part 
of the big boys’ salary, their own and 
part of his plant charges and in addition, 
possible hire charges for a bit of plant 
because the big jobs are holding on to 
the firm’s stuff? 

Sounds tough, but it seems to work 
out OK. 

How do you know it works out OK? 

If it didn’t the boss would alter it. 

Let’s forget about concrete, what about 
that item for doors—how many, 36 ? 

Yes, they will be 3s. 6d. a ft. super. 
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Why a foot super and not so much a 
door? 

They are varying sizes, and it would 
mean working out a price for each size. 
Again, when we get the drawings they 
may not be the same as the bill. 

I should think it’s a pretty tricky job 
estimating joinery ? 

Not so easy as some things, but you 
get the knack, of course—it’s not so much 
as what it costs as what you can get. 

What overheads do you put on joinery ? 

The same as building, why ? 

The joinery overheads are normally 
much higher than the site; they have a 
factory and all the things that go with it. 
Rent, rates, depreciation, light, power, 
machines, etc.—very little of which your 
sites incur. Who pays for these ? 

The jobs will pay. 

How ? 

Well, all the labour and material is 
charged direct to the job, and overheads 
are charged on that. 

If a load of timber comes in, is 
unloaded and stacked, who pays for that ? 

That goes to ‘yard time’ and is an 
overhead. 

I should hate to be a weekly paid GF 
with a little bit of straight-forward 
digging. 

We never seem to get those jobs. 

Probably the builder who gets them 
hasn’t got a joinery shop. Do you tender 
for that sort of job ? 

Yes, but we usually come well down the 
list. I suppose we’re not good at that 
sort of job. 

How many estimates do you have to do 
to get 2 job, or, in other words, what 
proportion of your estimates are suc- 
cessful ? One in how many ? 

I don’t keep any record, but off-hand 
I'd say one in twelve to fifteen. Better 
get on with this one now. By the way, 
you didn’t tell me why. ... 

C. A. FRANCIS. 


Design of Bungalows 
Monotony of Repetition 


A PROPOSAL to erect 16 bungalows and 
two houses on land at Layston Meadow, 
London-road, Buntingford, permission for 
which had been refused by the Braughing 
RDC, has been rejected by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on 
appeal, 

The inspector, in his report to the 
Minister, was not convinced that the site 
should be reserved for larger dwellings. 
In his view 18 two-storey dwellings, allow- 
ing 20 ft. between each pair of houses, 
would be suitable development here. He 
could see no objection to the type of 
house proposed by the appellant but he 
believed that the bungalows would be 
unsatisfactory because the repetition of 
this small-scale unit, however varied the 
elevational treatment, would produce a 
monotonous architectural result on a 
relatively important site near a main road. 
He therefore recommended that the 
appeal be dismissed. 

The Minister stated that his decision, 
however, was given without prejudice to 
any fresh application that might be made 
to develop the site. 
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Coventry’s New Twenty-year Plan 


Participation of Citizens Invited 


IT IS NOW ten years since Coventry pro- 
duced its first development plan and 
many changes have taken place during 
that period. The number of motor cars 
has risen from 65 to 141 per thousand 
population, producing increased traffic 
congestion, which calls for a new look at 
the road pattern of the city and the car 
parking proposals. The population has 
increased by approximately 47,000 and is 
likely to increase still further in the next 
20 years, which means that additional 
housing accommodation is required, and 
there are demands for new and improved 
social services which could not have been 
anticipated earlier. 

A green belt must be preserved around 
Coventry and with the increasing popula- 
tion this may require an increase in resi- 
dential density. Coventry, with its cen- 
tral reconstruction well under way, is 
already turning its attention to the re- 
newal of the older parts of the city around 
the centre and it is likely that new areas 
of comprehensive redevelopment will 
have to be tackled. All these factors will 
be considered in the new plan for 
Coventry now being prepared. 

In the formulation of this new plan 
the city council is anxious to secure the 
widest participation of citizens. Public 
meetings are being arranged in every ward 
at which local residents will be invited to 
give their views on what is needed to be 
done in their communities in the future. 
These meetings have as chairman people 
who are recognised as independent of 
local politics. Elected representatives of 
the ward are invited, together with officers 
of the department of architecture and 
and planning. 

If any local association representing 
ratepayers, community associations, old 
age pensioners, and so on wishes for a 
meeting to be arranged specially to con- 
sider their particular problems, the plan- 
ning and redevelopment committee has 
said that they will be happy to join them 
in making the arrangements, and the city 
council is asking these local organisations 
and associations to help in achieving 
maximum publicity so that the people of 
Coventry can play a full part in the plan- 
ning of their city of the future. 


‘Ideas Competition’ 


The corporation is also sponsoring an 
‘Ideas Competition,’ for which there will 
be small monetary prizes, but, in addition, 
the successful participants will be invited 
to meet the Lord Mayor and discuss the 
ideas with him and the city architect and 
planning officer (Mr. Arthur Ling, 
FRIBA). A special pamphlet has been 
prepared for wide circulation to explain 
what the planning authority is trying to 
do and how the public can help, and as a 
guide a number of topics are listed for 
public comment. They ask for views on 
what people are most urgently needing 
in their various communities, how they 
would deal with any derelict or waste 
land, what is the solution to problems of 
vandalism, whether they have any com- 


ments on the City Centre Reconstruction, 
and so on. 

Every year the city corporation holds 
a Welcome to Citizenship exhibition when 
those who reach the age of 21 and become 
eligible for entry on the electors’ register 
are invited to meet the Lord Mayor and 
see the exhibition of work of the various 
departments of the corporation. This 
year they have all received a letter from 
the city architect and planning officer ask- 
ing them to let him have their ideas on 
the future planning of the city. 

The future citizens are also being asked 
to take an interest, and the headmasters 
of the schools have been asked to co- 
operate. 


Surveys 


Simultaneously with these activities, 
the council is carrying out surveys of 
people’s needs as regards traffic move- 
ment, community services, recreational 
facilities, housing and industry. Already 
two origin and destination surveys of 
traffic have been carried out, the first to 
give up-to-date information on the traffic 
movements in and out of the city centre, 
the second to provide a clearer picture of 
the direction and volumes of traffic flows 
in the outer parts of the city. 

The employees in a selected number 
of factories, offices and shops have also 
been asked to give information about 
their journey to work, which would be 
transferred to punch cards for analysis. 
Posters have appeared in the factories and 
offices to encourage maximum response. 
In addition a combined team of town 
planning students from the Lanchester 
College of Technology, Coventry, and 
architectural students from the Birming- 
ham School of Architecture in collabo- 
ration with the architectural and planning 
department, has carried out a house to 
house inquiry on a sample basis. 

These surveys and inquiries will mean 
that the city planning authority will have 
its ear close to the ground and have a 
detailed knowledge of people’s needs and 
aspirations. So far, planning has tended 
to be restricted to two levels, at the over- 
all city planning level, where the develop- 
ment plan deals with general zoning, 
traffic circulation and programming of 
development, and at the detailed control 
level, where individual proposals for de- 
velopment are considered against the 
background of the development plan. 

Now it is intended that an intermediate 
level of planning should be introduced 
which would cover the various communi- 
ties of which Coventry is comprised. 
People have a local loyalty as well as a 
city loyalty. They live in communities 
such as Tile Hill, Radford, Bell Green, 
Willenhall, Canley, etc., and it is intended 
that when surveys in the wards and com- 
munities have been held that individual 
plans for these communities shall be pre- 
pared, so that planning throughout the 
city can be on a comprehensive basis and 
have variety in character which takes note 
of local conditions. 
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Cladding the Shell Centre 
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Automation in the Preparation of Half-a-Million Square Feet of Stone 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


FOR ONLY 18 stone fixers to have clad the 
face of the Shell Centre, on London’s 
South Bank, with nearly half-a-million 
ft. super of Portland stone is an extra- 
ordinary feat in any day or age ; particu- 
larly as the work was completed in under 
21 months. 

Behind this story of cladding the 
largest and highest stone-faced commer- 
cial building this country has ever known, 
is the forward looking policy of a 
masonry firm—the Stone Firms Ltd. For 
the Stone Firms Ltd, known until June 
29 of this year as the Bath and Portland 
Stone Firms Ltd., were selected by the 
architects, Messrs. Easton & Robertson, 
Cusdin, Preston and Smith, to carry out 
the stonework, and were nominated as 
the masonry sub-contractors. 

Their task was to ensure that this vast 
quantity of Portland stone was not only 
fixed on the building at a rate to match 
the high-speed progress on the main 
frame, but was also quarried, worked and 
delivered at the same rapid pace. For 
this the most precise planning and con- 
trol were needed. 


Push-button Masonry 


Never before, it is claimed, has a 
special factory been built to work stone 
automatically for an individual contract. 
In fact, the Stone Firms designed, built 
and installed down on the Isle of Port- 
land a completely automatic plant de- 
voted solely to producing finished natural 
Portland stone masonry for the Shell 
Centre. This automatic plant is the first 
of its type in the world. 


The plant involved a _ continuous 


sequence of automatic electronically- 
controlled operations, from the primary 
sawing of the block stone, to a series of 
universal grinding machines mounted in 





(Above) A diamond rotary saw traversing 
a series of movable tables on which the 
block stone is placed and accurately posi- 
tioned by electronic controls. The tables 
are repositioned before the saw returns 
so that the process is continuous. (Right) 
Erecting the stonework, which is held 
to the concrete frame of the building by 
Phosphor-bronze cramps 
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A view across the River Thames of the Shell Centre under construction on London’s 

South Bank. The ‘slurry’ which is used as a coating to protect the stonework 

during building operations is cleaned off as the scaffolding is removed and the 
natural stone may now weather for centuries without further attention 


line for cutting various profiles, so that 
each stone could travel through succes- 
sive operations without manual handling. 
All told, 125,000 stones passed through 
this plant. The plant itself was in the 
charge of only 12 operators in each of 
two 9-hour shifts. The automatic plant 
produced up to 5,000 ft. super of masonry 
a week and averaged a completed stone 
cut to size every four minutes. 

The first truck load of completed 
masonry arrived in London from Dorset 


on January 1, 1959, and for over a year 
two 15-tonners a day delivered masonry 
to a special stacking ground at Clapham. 
This stacking ground was kept stocked 
with 5,000 ft. cube of masonry, or about 
two weeks’ supply for the fixers on the 
Shell site. 


High Speed Fixing 

To maintain the scheduled progress, 
on average only 18 fixers and 24 labourers 
were employed. The main portion of the 
contract was completed at the rate of 
5,400 ft. super a week, the highest rate 
being 7,200 ft. in a week. The gigantic 
task of fixing half a million feet of stone 
cladding was begun in January 1959 and 
completed to schedule in September 
1960. Excellent co-operation from Sir 
Robert McAlpine and Sons Ltd., the main 
contractors, contributed enormously to 
the success of this great undertaking. On 
completion of the work a survey showed 
that the stonework on the 350 ft. tower 
was within } in. of plumb, a remarkable 
achievement due to the combined skills 
of the main-frame engineers and the 
stonemasons, made the more remarkable 
by the speed of the contract. 


Canadian Common Market Venture 


AS THE FIRST STEP in a sales drive aimed 
at the countries of the European Com- 
mon Market, the Plywood Manufacturers 
Association of British Columbia is shortly 
to open offices in France and in West 
Germany. 
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Site Organisation 
A Paper at the Institution of Civil Engineers 


A PAPER on ‘ Site Organisation ’ was given 
by MR. R. S. READ, MSC, MICE (director, 
Holloway Bros. (London) Ltd.), at a meet- 
ing of the Institution of Civil Engineers 


held in London on October 10, from 
which we take the following extracts. 
Mr. Read said: 


In 1946, when the country was trying 
to remember how it worked before the 
upheaval of the second world war, the 
Institution attended to the job of explain- 
ing anew how civil engineering work is 
organised. Report No. VI of that date, 
entitled ‘The Organisation of Civil 
Engineering Work’ remains a standard 
and monumental description of how it is 
done. 

In these ‘do it yourself* days, others 
may have tried their hands at working 
things differently but, unless someone is 
able to show the contrary, I am doubtful 
whether their efforts have produced 
results as good, by and large, as these 
standard methods. 

It is interesting to refer back to the 
recent meeting at the Institution, where 
there was a lively discussion amongst per- 
sons of widely different interests about 
the standard conditions of contract for 
the industry. No one suggested that these 
conditions were unsuitable, and as they 
are now the basis upon which the industry 
works, it must be assumed that by 
general consent civil engineering should 
continue to move in its habitual fashion. 

Nevertheless, we must expect that 
within this general framework there are 
variations of method. The authors of 
Report VI do, in fact, try to describe 
varying procedures. Even so, after read- 
ing the report one does incline to come 
away with the idea that, for jobs large 
and small, for jobs intricate or simple, 
there is but one set of golden rules for 
management procedure. 

It is, I think, the object of this meet- 
ing to decide how far that is so and, if 
it is not so, to give us some idea of the 
variations adopted by different bodies; 
the variations of management for such 
diverse tasks, for example, as building 
sewers or nuclear power stations, office 
buildings or docks, railways or reservoirs, 
bridges or motorways. All of these come 
within the range of our activities. 

Before proceeding into further detail, 
and to discussion of site organisation in 
particular, it would be well to refer to 
the common belief that civil engineers are 
incapable of organising anything anyway. 


Importance of Planning 


This belief is often brought about by 
the fact that so many jobs are started 
before they are properly planned on 
paper. Now may be an appropriate occa- 
sion to voice again the plea of the con- 
tractor that he cannot organise and rush 
a job to a satisfactory and punctual con- 
clusion unless he is supplied in more than 
good time with the details to which he 
must work. Nor can he hurry if the 
ground is constantly being changed under 
his feet by variations. 

As soon as a job comes into being it 


requires a site organisation or manage- 
ment. 

This does not signify a management on 
behalf of the contractor only. To be 
wholly effective, the representatives of 
client and contractor must co-operate on 
behalf of the work, even though each at 
the same time represents, as his first duty, 
his own side’s interests. This may seem 
paradoxical, because at times their 
interests may conflict. Nevertheless, it 
must be well understood that the success- 
ful conclusion of the work, to the satis- 
faction of both parties is, above all, the 
concern of them both. 

Clients sometimes find this paradox 
hard to digest and are mystified that a 
more rigid representation of their own 
viewpoint is not applied. The answer is 
in a simile: that oil is not a structural 
part in a machine, but that the machine 
will not work without it. 

I will not here produce a lot of duty 
charts. Very admirable type charts are 
available in Diagrams 1, 2 and 3 of Report 
No. VI. The site organisation will, as I 
have said, depend a great deal on the size 
and type of the work, but a few general 
principles are almost always followed. 

The client is represented by a resident 
engineer who is assisted by a staff accord- 
ing to the size of the work. It may 
include assistant engineers, inspectors, 
quantity surveyors and clerks. 

The contractor is represented by an 
agent who has a staff similar to that 
controlled by the resident engineer but 
with those differences of experience and 
temperament which are necessary for the 
more active aspect of the contractor's 
work. These work together with the fore- 
men, operatives and labour who carry out 
the work. 


The Resident Engineer’s Task 


The client’s consulting engineer must 
bear in mind that his resident engineer’s 
staff is not only the staff that will watch 
to see that the quality of the work done 
is the quality he ordered, they must also 
see that the contractor’s day-to-day needs 
for information are met. They must see 
that no misunderstanding can arise as to 
the interpretation of instructions or infor- 
mation that has been given. The resident 
engineer must be the client’s listening 
post, keeping his finger on the pulse of 
the job, ensuring that all reactions from 
below are those that will lead to good- 
will, good relations and all that goes to 
make things move smoothly. 

The contractor must realise that a very 
material proportion of the whole cost of 
the work will be spent on his site organi- 
sation. This large sum is spent by him to 
ensure the best possible control of all his 
direct expenditure on site, and to take 
care of his employees, his materials and 
his machines. It is very essential that 
the spending of so large a sum will result 
in the production of the best possible staff 
and the best possible facilities for carry- 
ing out the work. 

The appointment of a first-class agent 
comes first of all considerations. I do 


not suppose it possible or wise to decide 
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in a general way what kind of person 
this agent should be. In some firms he is 
a technician, in some a promoted fore- 
man, in some a man highly trained in the 
procedures of accountancy, or in some 
firms a different type, according to the 
work he has to control. Above all things 
he must be a man of great resource, cap- 
able of acting when required, as designer, 
administrator, diplomat and so on. 

The agent controls a staff which will 
have varying functions, according to the 
extent of the responsibility his firm 
expects the site to take. Some give 
almost everything in addition to the day- 
to-day control of the job; ordering and 
progressing of orders; costing and 
accounts; attention to legal matters even, 
though that is going rather far. Others 
will give little more than the control 
of day-to-day operations, subject to a 
master plan prepared and administered 
by head office. 


New Mechanical Methods 


The biggest change that has occurred 
to affect site organisation in recent years 
is the introduction of mechanical plant 
of a more and more complicated nature. 
It is most probable that this change is as 
yet by no means complete. How long 
will it be before many matters now 
worked out or controlled by the ordinary 
human brain will be far more adequately 
controlled by electronic computers ? 

The introduction of new mechanical 
methods of working does alter the nature 
of control required from an agent. Have 
the days arrived when we should think 
quite differently about the management 
of maintenance and repair of the 
machines that do so much of our work? 
Are we too ham-fisted with our machines? 
Do we waste large sums by leaving the 
welfare of our machines to insufficiently- 
qualified mechanics? If we would do 
better, could we find the qualified people 
to look after them in the way that they 
should? Are the machines themselves 
insufficiently robust to stand up to work- 
ing conditions? 

Another very important matter that is 
handled at least initially on the site is 
that of claims. 

Though usually settled between head 
offices, these claims invariably start from 
something that occurs or is observed on 
site. It is very necessary therefore that 
proper site procedures be set up for deal- 
ing with them, and that proper notifica- 
tion at the time of the claim should, 
whenever possible, be made by the con- 
tractor. Thereafter a proper documen- 
tation and investigation can proceed. 

The engineer, particularly, requires 
this procedure, but as he requires it, he 
must remember not to be resentful of 
notification of possible claims by the con- 
tractor, even in the earliest stages of the 
work, when the subject of a just claim 
may very easily have a large effect on 
the whole course of the subsequent work. 

It must be mentioned also that a con- 
tractor is entitled to interim payments 
for all his contractual expenditure on the 
job, and that he is therefore entitled to 
an early assessment of the approximate, 
if not the final, amount of his claims, so 
that he may obtain his interim payment 
upon sums contractually expended. 
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Trade and Technical Literature 


Standardisation of Relevant Information Called For 


A DISCUSSION on manufacturers’ trade and 
technical literature was held at the Bristol 
Building Centre, where the prize-winning 
entries in the RIBA/London Building 
Centre competition have been on view 
in recent weeks. The discussion was 
opened by Mr. R. Towning Hill, FRIBA, 
AA Dipl, whose firm are the consultant 
architects to Alumin Building Compo- 
nents Ltd. and designers of the Alumin 
catalogue which won a certificate of 
exceptional merit in group 1A of the 
competition. MR. TOWNING HILL described 
the problems arising from the large 
amount of trade literature which comes 
in the architect’s daily post. Although 
some of it contained information worth 
keeping, it was, he said, useless unless 
properly filed. The variety of sizes made 
it very difficult to find an adequate 
filing system, and the task of filing could 
well occupy one person full-time. The 
reaction of many architects to the prob- 
lem was simply to throw away most of 
the literature they received; indeed, one 
Bristol architect had been heard to say 
that he threw away everything—unless it 
had some blotting paper on it! 

MR. MICHAEL HITCHINGS, who was the 
partner in charge of the Alumin catalogue 
project, followed Mr. Towning Hill by 
suggesting how some of these difficulties 
could be overcome, and how manufac- 
turers could make their literature more 
useful to the architects they were trying 
to reach. There should, he said, be stan- 
dardisation of size—the international A4 
size could be used not only for pamphlets 
and catalogues, but also for drawings 
which could fold down to the size and for 
headed notepaper. After standardisation 
of size there could be an improvement in 
the content of literature; what the archi- 
tect wanted was technical information, 
not sales talk, and Mr. Hitchings recom- 
mended the check list given in the com- 
petition rules as a statement of what 
should be included in good trade 
literature. 

Given useful literature, how was the 
architect to handle it? he asked. In 
offices today. one could find everything 
from a pile of pamphlets in the corner 
to a careful filing system arranged to the 
architect’s individual ideas. There were 
also commercial systems, each with its 
own advantages and shortcomings. 


The SfB System 


The need, however, is for some stan- 
dard system so that the architect can 
receive his literature already classified 
and can file it immediately. The SfB 
system is new and has not yet been 
thoroughly tried out, but already enough 
architects are using it to make it worth- 
while for manufacturers to print the SfB 
numbers on their literature. Regarding 
the use of colour in printing, it could be 
very expensive and it does not always add 
to the value of the literature. Colour 
should be used intelligently if it is to be 
used at all. 


Manufacturer’s Viewpoint 


At this point MR. RAYMOND MOXLEY, 
ARIBA, chairman of the meeting, invited 
Mr. H. J. Rush, a director of Alumin 
Building Components Ltd., to present the 
manufacturer’s point of view. MR. RUSH 
felt that the main purpose of trade litera- 
ture was to sell the product, and the 
presentation of information was merely a 
means to this end; but since architects 
had indicated their readiness to show an 
interest in literature produced in a cer- 
tain way, it obviously paid the manufac- 
turer to take notice of their requirements 
—and it was no more expensive to pro- 
duce all literature in the A4 size than 
to produce an assortment of sizes. As for 
technical information, the complex de- 
mands of architects could best be 
answered by allowing architects to design 
the literature. 

The discussion was then thrown open 
to the rest of the meeting, and Mr. E. S. 
SHELLARD, a director of Artistic and In- 
dustrial Floorings Ltd., remarked that an 
architect’s interest must be caught before 
he could be given information, and he felt 
that graphic work was of great value to 
attract attention and also to impart infor- 
mation quickly and clearly for easy 
assimilation. MR. TOWNING HILL and MR. 
HITCHINGS felt that much expensive illus- 
tration was wasted because the literature 
consisted of nothing more than an inter- 
esting picture—there was no information 
to make the pamphlet worth keeping for 
reference. 

In reply to a question MR. MOXLEY 
stated emphatically that the architect 
would rather have the information at his 
elbow in the trade literature library than 
have to call in the firm’s local repre- 
sentative. Following on from this, MR. 
COLIN RUSH suggested that the logical 
course of action was for firms to cut down 
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their personal representation and increase 
their output of literature—a cheaper way 
of contacting potential buyers. Several 
members of the audience, however, felt 
that a good technical representative had 
an important part to play, since there 
would always be queries about modifi- 
cations and difficulties which could not 
be settled from trade literature alone. It 
was emphasised that when an architect 
met a problem and called in the technical 
representative, he expected to meet a man 
who really knew his job; there were far 
too many incompetent representatives 
wasting the architect’s time. 

Returning to the subject of illustration, 
MR. JEFFRIES of Gardiners asked whether 
architects would like good line drawings 
in preference to pictures. MR. HITCHINGS 
felt that line drawings were much more 
informative, and MR. COOK suggested the 
use of photographs, which were best for 
showing the appearance of the item to 
the client as well as the architect, with 
translucent overlays to give dimensions. 


Cult of Amateurism 


MR. TOWNING HILL then suggested that 
many of the troubles in the presentation 
of catalogues were due to the British cult 
of amateurism—firms produced their own 
literature rather than call in a qualified 
professional designer. MR. MOXLEY won- 
dered if the troubles were due to the 
‘ad. men,’ and the advertising agent for 
the Expanded Metal Co. agreed that 
agencies often could not cope with highly 
technical information, and also pointed 
out that sometimes the clients themselves 
insisted on a certain amount of salesman- 
ship in their catalogues. MR, RUSH 
pointed out that the literature which the 
architects present dismissed as worthless 
had been designed by professionals. To 
this MR. TOWNING HILL replied that there 
were different standards of work all pro- 
duced by professional designers, but well- 
designed litérature would suggest to the 
architect that the product might be well 
designed too. 


Mow Winter Lectures 


Programme for December 


THE PROGRAMME of lectures arranged by 
the Ministry of Works for December is as 


follows: 

Southend.—December 4: ‘ Thermal Insu- 
lation of Buildings,’ by R. R. Houston, at the 
Municipal College, Victoria Circus. 7.30 p.m. 

Folkestone-——December 5: ‘Structural 
Uses of Timber,’ by H. Richardson, at the 
Gas Showrooms, Sandgate-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Newport.—December 5: ‘Small Pipe 
Central Heating,’ by W. J. G. Langstaff, in 
fo Rooms, King’s Head Hotel. 

15 p.m. 

Sheffield—December 5: ‘Glued Timber 
Lee Aaa Economics and 
Design,’ by Ian H. Paxton, at the Department 
of Building and Civil Engineering, College 
of Technology, Salmon Pastures, Warren-st. 
7.15 p.m. 

Worcester.—December 5: ‘ Modern Paint- 
ing and Decorating,’ by J. W. Wilson, at the 
Crown Hotel, Broad-st. 7.15 p.m. 

St. Helens—December 6: * Keeping up to 
date in Building,’ by N. McKee, at the tech- 
nical College, Brook-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—December 6: ‘The RIBA 


Form of Contract,’ by I. N. D. Wallace, at 
the City of Stoke-on-Trent College of Build- 
ing, Cauldon-pl. 7.15 p.m. 

Llanelly—December 7: Film Show: 
‘Building and Civil Engineering Subjects,’ 
at the Ballroom, Stepney Hotel. 7.15 p.m. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—December 7: ‘Oil- 
fired Domestic Heating Installations,’ by 
J. W. Musgrave, at the Corporation Hall, 
West Row. 7.15 p.m. : 

Grantham.—December 12: ‘Introduction 
to Programming and Progressing for 
Builders,’ by A. E. Chittenden, at the Col- 
lege of Further Education, Stonebridge-rd. 
7.15 p.m. 

Redcar.—December 12: ‘Dampness in 
Buildings,’ by W. A. Hammond, at the Cleve- 
land Technical College, Corporation-rd. 7.15 
p.m. 

Chatham.—December 14: ‘Operational 
Research in Building,’ by J. F. Nuttall, at the 
Sun Hotel, High-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Rugby.—December 14: ‘Single Stack 
Drainage,’ by A. F. E. Wise, at the East 
Warwickshire College of Further Education, 
Clifton-rd. 7.15 p.m. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 


for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 

Holborn and St. vaneene. sa & 
Pit Ballast oe tee. | ah per yd. s 3 § 
Pit Sand a tn | ek a” | fi = . 2. a 
Washed Sand re ee eee Bi 169 

in. Shingle .. ._ - e es 6 pe 1 4 3 

in. Broken Brick — —e -—e ee Jal “ 109 

Breeze ... a ps 160 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton SS 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 

cation delivered Charing Cross area. £ s. d. 

8-ton loads and upwards, site is per ton 516 0 

Below 8 tons down to 4 tons, site a” so ‘“ 6 8 0 

Below 4 tons down to 2 tons, site ink Soe iat 612 0 

Below 2 tons down to ! ton, site ... fa 614 0 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 8-ton loads and 

upwards to site. , “ a 6 6 6 

Below 8 tons down to 4 tons, ‘site ae ‘is 618 6 

Below 4 tons down to 2 tons, site mas ate oe 7, 2. © 

Below 2 tons down to 1 ton, site ... «es. oe 740 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 

ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete 4 4 ton lots ooo eo 816 0 
Other colours “rom 3158. to colo 

In 4-ton lots from 313s. 3d. to 783s. 34. per ton. 

White Portland Cement . : ii 1409 
Under | ton . r cwt. 17 0 


417 Cement ( Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 8- ‘ton lots 
and upwards ‘ 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
‘ortiand Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 13s.3d. to £14 8s.3d. 
(i-ton loads and upwards). 
Ciment Fondu and Lightning Beeads High Alum- 


per ton 78 6 


inous cement, 6-ton lots and up 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 
t, London ss 619 0 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads (London sites) o 712 0 
Moler Mortar vouaer vag us ae Gentes 
sites) “ percwt. 1 6 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads £s. d. 
First Hard Stocks ... «-- ses wwe we per 1,000 16 19 6 
Second Hard Stocks Pr ee Te si 14 18 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) ee a ee pe 11 5 0 
Stocks ... i 11 0 O 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The 
question of haulage is still very difficult and 
prices must be obtained from job to job. 
2$ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
district : 
Commons ... tein one “as one ai seis - 610 0 
Cellular Commons ww oe eee eee es os 610 0 
Keyed do. oe vee wee nee nee ae ie 612 0 
Rustics.... pee: ee -— va 812 0 
Cellular Rustics . ; oe we, one at 812 0 
Single —~ Commons — a a«_. a a 814 6 
Sandfaced . sae <a a oe i 912 0 
Tuscans... -. - wt an wwe on 10 7 0 
Saxons_.. 2 th: (re ee fe ve 10 15 0 
Golden Buffs __ ... or ee -” 11 2 0 
Dapple Light Facings .. ee eee a om 8 ¢ 
Heather eee ose ene as 11 5 O 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) iia a a 34 0 6 
do. Bullnose (London sites) a a 34 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) , <a i 29 19 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ee a 11 16 6 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) pes 233 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) i 920 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 
2% in. (London sites) ... ji soe one eis is 33 69 
9 te, (Lom@on CGR nce wre neste oe as 40 00 
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3 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) .. per 1,000 31 
in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) .. os 18 
2¢ in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London , 

sites o 9 
2¢in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) ... “s 20 

fin. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 

Facings (London sites) eo 20 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites) or 21 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites) . - 21 
Kkubber Bncks for gauged arches (London sites) we 52 
2# in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) .. - 16 
2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) ... os 18 
Glazed Bricks anaes sites), White, Ivory, Brown: 

Stretchers... . ‘i 64 

Headers... m— a aa ‘a 63 

Quoins, Bullnose and ati in. Flats aa ae rd 80 

Double Stretchers ‘ ore abi a. 85 

Double Headers om” aff a -_ os a 77 

One side and twoends... 2... ose ave ee oa 87 

Two sides and one end se ieee ina «Fai a 89 

Splays and Squints eer ia 83 

Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. "Other 

colours, hard a oo a . extra over 
White. All above We és for Best 
quality and plus 47} +, Ag: 10% for Second 
quality. 

PARTITION SLABS, etc. 

Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 

HoLLow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 

Minimum lorry | os £ 

*2% in. .. 140 y per yd. sup. 

BUILDING meres keyed) 

*3 in. (6 cavity) ... = a a. all a 

*4in. (6 cavity) . Lf on oe 
6in. (82i in. x 5$in.) 1,250 locks . as per 1,000 28 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 
21 heave ae gu 4 
in. yds. oes per yd. sup. 
2 in. ten eee, . ene on 
3 in. ak a lle a 
4 in. i ee oa 
CRANHAM mee oom 
Zin. ... eco eee o 
2¢ in. ... —- - 2 ee a 
3 in. Load bearing quality ce aie “ol o- 
4in. do. do a « ee 
ene PARTITION ‘BLocks 
ae — ek a 3836 s 
2h ie. «.- 120 yds. ° os see pi 
3 in. TOO yds. cee ce ve » 
a ae 90 yds... pa 

LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE Geass AND PARTITION 

BLOCKS OF Vas SOURCES OF pnauaeaaend 
Zim, w. a -- 100 yds. i ~ eeye. sup. 
2¢ in. . , ‘a 
3 in. _) Se ee i 
4in. ... ) ee ye 
44 in. ... od a ao eh 
>. ae ee ‘ae 

THERMALITE-YTONG PARTITION BLOCKS 
23 in. 144 yds... 

THERMALITE-YTONG Loap- BEARING InsutaTiNo | Buocks 
Zim, ... ase 120 yds. ae per yd. sup. 
4in. 90 yds. mm 
5 in. 72 yds. o 
a 60 yds. ea 
8} in. ... 4 - 42 yds. ne 1 

FLooR ‘BLocks AND FILLER Tues 
Floor es 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 

| ae - per 1,000 35 

4in. ... ave . ° ° me 38 

Sim... eco . ose we 46 

Gin... + eo eee ee os 52 

Tin. ...  o “a se = <-«.- en 64 

Sin... ove ° ooo ° pe 75 

9 in. ... eT er eee eee ose eee ae 83 

10 in. ie 92 
Filler Tiles in multiples of I 10 tiles ow 1 ,000 ‘multiples: H 

12 in. x 3 in. x oe o 43 

12 in. x 4 in. x in, “ 75 

10 in. x 5 in. x $ in. pea 75 


19 


17 
17 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). 


in. 6 in. 
Pipes, 2 ft. oman . per ft. 1/8 2/6 
Bends each 5/- 7/6 
Junctions... ~ 8/4 12/6 
Gullies with 4 in. ‘outlets. 12/6 13/9 


The following are the percentages. to be added to the Standard List 


(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality aa NET +224% +274% 
BSS Best Quality... +10 %NET +10 14994 % +10 set3t % 
Tested Quality .. +30% NET +374%+224% +374%1+274% 
BSS Tested Quality +474% NET +473 % 42245 ” +474 eta, 274% 
3 in. Land Drain “ee (in 12 in. an. ... per 1,000 12 10 y 
4 in. do. ‘ ‘ 16 16 0 
6 in. do. do. i 3410 0 
9 in. do. do. o 6419 0 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 fi. 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and £ «. @. 
over delivered London area ... ; .-. per yd. sup. 3 il 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. ; * 3 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} lb. per yd. sup. do. do. 12 43 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates . per 1,000 43 8 il 
14 in. x 9 in. do. do. a a2 8 2 
9 in. x9 in. do. do. 18 18 9 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. BS 19 19 9 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. % 15 18 3 
9 in. x 4} in. do. do. 10 14 3 
STONE 
Bath Stone Es & 
Monks Park le per ft. cube 11 1 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground .. 12 4 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 
London area . a aa - ll 8 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area a 11 4 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region 10 8 
Y orkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, mnpmeaenens wapapeng = 
stolled cills oe ft.cube 4 14 5 
12 in. x 6 in. do. “do. do. Ps > 3s o 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ai 3 
12 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice a coping 3 9 6 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. >_2 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face “s 8 216 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 10 0 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork .-. perft.cube 1 14 6 
do. ‘do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork a 20 9 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 
edge ile! Sabi. hile, aaa. ie = .-. per ft. run 12 2 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ; perft.cube 3 4 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front - 216 1 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. ae 
2in. Sawn aes one eqneee, in random 
sizes , sie .peryd.sup. 3 19 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ae Tiles + from ca & 
Lincolnshire district wee na 35 16 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district . = 64 10 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district . fe. 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 18 0 0 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district 17 0 O 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles tes do. doz. 113 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley ti 112 0 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 ° < 810 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) 19 16 6 
Note.—Breakage in cnnalt purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in full 
truc ees to cannes —_ station. Per 1,000 actual. ss <& 
24x12 ~—=« 160 4 0 
22 x 12 126 15 0 
22x 11 114 15 0 
20 x 12 107 5 O 
20x 10 ° 105 0 O 
18x 10 mm 29 
18x 9 62 14 0 
16x 10 5415 0 
16x 8 42 18 0 


Note. —Breakage i in transit, " purchasers’ Tesponsibility 
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TIMBER 
Softwood Ex 
Joinery quality Wharf a. - os to £140 
Carcassing quality do. Ls — £98 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. aa £1 iF 0 0 
Hardwood << 
Mahogany—African S.F._... do. per ft. cube 117 6 
do. Honduras S.E.. do. a 72 © 
Oak European S.E. do. ae 210 0O 

do. Japanese S.E. ... do. 2 3 00 

do. English Logs sawn do. is 20 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ha 317 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ee i 

Plywood 
6 mm. (} in.) Birch Plywood B/BB ‘ 100s = Ss € 3s 
6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. —s exterior r grade 
WBP (AX100) ‘ 2 a3 3 
18 mm. Birch Blockboard ... pa 9 * 4 
2 in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. Exterior 
grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ...__... = & .F: F 
DOORS (in Lots I-I1) 
Delivered London area. £04 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. dea’ 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Mae She © wos each 116 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a it Ss 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... ie 118 6 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ee os 2 0 6 
2 in. do. but top wr open. Pattern 4x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. at oa ae Va cae i 2 2s 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. Sin sis eae ae mm 211 6 
2 in. 2 Panel top pat open. Pattern2x Gin om 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 wee 33 @ 
2 ft. 9 in. > <6 ML Gin ‘ ne 2 oS 
y Plywood Faced Flush Doorsto BS459, ‘Part2A 

2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 0 in. - 13 3 
2 ft. O in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... é ‘i 2 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... a it > 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... og 1h 2 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6 in Hs 118 0O 

hi in. Hardboard Faced Flush Doors 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. O in. - 1 5 6 
2 ft. O in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... ss 1 6 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... a 1 6 6 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... a 1 8 6 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... es a | 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. $6 ¢& 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. in 

quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. & 2 
1} in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... ice as 8 0 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tol ton) ... ... 9 9% 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) vs ee 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) pa a s 
4 in. imported or home produced insulation 1 Board, per 

quantities over 5,000 sq. Wak 2 2 6 
4 in. Hardboard do. 2 ££: Ss 
fs in. do. do. 246 
2 *~ er mT Straw Slabs, roofing ‘quality. 

, 8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft., and 12 ft. x 4 ft. 

50-160 yds. a ee. me) --- per yd. sup. ll 4 
101-250 yds. as mm 10 10 
251-750 yds. om 10 1 
Over 750 yds. ‘a , % 

2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per ‘yd. cheaper. 
# in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets.. ‘a = 4 3) 
tin do. do.  « 6 0 
Roofing Felt 1-ply .. ‘ . 2 
do. 2-ply ae 2.2 
Best Scotch Give i in slabs" per$cwt. 5 3 9 
do. pearl a i es 
Croid Glue ... ‘ 28 Ib. 260 
Impact Adhesive ... per gall 212 0 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) : perton 8410 0 
do. 4 in. and up an ton lots). ‘ai 81 0 O 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) per cwt * 23% 
do. 4 in. and up (a-cwt. lots). so 372 3 
METALS 
Steet Joist, ETC. 
Basis Joists— £ s. d. 
6in. x 5 in., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in., 
12 in. x6 in., plain ¢ cut to » lengths delivered 
London area ... perton 4715 0 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 14 in. 4 in. x 1} in.... ae 310 0 
Zim. X3 im... ne nee ae a 210 0 
4 in. x3 in. ... % 25 0 
10 in. x 44 ~ oe ‘il — ~“ 110 0 
5 in. x2 $ia.X%3 in. ... a 115 0 
4} in. x tin. ae aa ee be 350 
5 in. x 44 in. 7 inst in. 13 in. x 5 in.... ee 15 0 
6 in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 7$ i egy he on oe 0 ¢ 
6 in. x 44 in. 7 in. xX 4 in. 8 in. x 4 in. 1 5 
ee CS eee ” 0 
12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. x7 in. és s és 
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METALS—continued L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN Pipes a 

Qin.x7in. 0in.x8in. 12 in.x8 in. ? 
ainxsein. I4inxé in, i4imxSin. } perton 10 6 | 4in- diameter in 9A. lengths jaime ty 

1Sin.xSin. 15in.x6in. 16 in. x6 in. an eee ~- . 73 

of in. ot in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x7 in. } a 10 0 6 = —  ~ SON joker each ; A $ 

in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. = in. x 7$ in. a Bek. Dirks Gee ieape® of erpe * 

Steel angles average ty * 7 A . 48 15 0 ts aa gy - ~aeeeee ae ee uel 116 6 

Steel tees average price ... << a > oe “ 49 15 0 - ~ Y 7 

Fabricated an de a red _— don— Above prices for any ‘quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted.. 67 19 0 PiTcH FIBRE DRAIN Pipes 

Compound girders - ~~ me ™ ” 7214 3 2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6 in. or re ft. ages 

Stanchions mom om ont ot om EIS 3. | 4 insluding couplings.” - -hewe 1 

Compound stanchions... sy inon ach Reeth ea 83 4 3 a7 im ~~ ill peal se A lige > = “4 : * 

In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins  ...__... 93 19 6 § in. _ et ee po Dia ee " as 

9 Average prices not for awkward work. é in. i ge ent ee ee ree » 5 
potye an so » ti - and § in. bolts average 510 0 ‘i in. diameter short radius bends ~~ each e PY 

cw. in. oO. oO. nds a * 
aotnainw mivatiers® awe ~ ET 
% % 0. lo. » 

Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 4 in. do. do. do. ‘a s 7 4 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 5 in. do. do. do. a 240 
upwards delivered nearest London station perton 4010 0 6 in. do. do. do. 214 6 

do. do. ex. cena —_ do. Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 

—_— London site . : ‘i = 49 10 0 —- oa to og 19s. 11d. i us is 
in. diam --- pertonextra8 12 6 Aeneas yo Pipes an ‘Frrrinas 

in. do. a ee 612 6 All less 174% discount. 2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 

- = és : 5 : zoe, 6 ft. oe. . per z* 4/7 rh va Mig 

in. do. a“ oes ... ; -- ead - 3 5 

in. ovis a ‘ite 2 1 Lo : —— Branches Pe ae i is $e Ye} ye 

in. an in. diam. . es nds, squares or obtuse... ,, 3/3 3/7 4/8 6 
Above prices ‘mild steel bars increased by 171%. Swan Necks, 44 in. proj... ,, 7 re 3/3 13 

Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221A do. 6in. do. ... 3/10 3=—5/2 5/10 7/10 

Ref. No. = sis bey Ibs. .» per sq. yd. ; a Aspestos 0.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

a ‘ ‘= ‘in ta pe in. 4 in. 5 in. 6 in. 

a: ° a 1.83 ,, oan’) eee oe 1 8} | Gutters, 6 ft. bngthe +» per yd. 4/4 4/9 5/9 6/1 
os tae « eee ine vat 4 104 | Dropends ... ‘ » joo 3/6 Yi is vs 

o @ Sa “33 « ows a YS Be | Soe ee 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Mup Street Tunes Angles ... sive ae es ae 3/7 4/1 5/- 5/10 

Tubes to BSS 1387. Fittings BSS 1740. + a ny SO ce co - -- oF = 
Basic List Prices Union Clips . 1/9 2/1 2/6 2/il 

hin. 3 in, din. Zin. 1 in. 1}in. 1fin. 2in. ASBESTOS HALr- Rounp GUTTERS AND FITTINGS : 

Tubes... ...perft. 9% 10 I/- 1/24 1/9 2/3 2/8 3/99 |G ro. Ow aS S&S 

Bends ... ... each 1/7 19 2/- 2/6 3/8 5/5 6/2 10/7 mm, 6 8. angie yd. 3/08 3/74 ~— oS 6S 

Elbows, square ,, 1/8 1/10 2/2 2/6 3/- 4/4 5/2 8/6 | Dropends ... each 2/6 3/— 3/3 3/7 = 8/2 
do. round *, 1/10 2/- 2/4 2/10 3/4 4/8 5/8 9/4 | Stopends .. .. » 2/7  B/I 1/2 1/3, Ws 

m_m. -~. £eeBenene &— @& we iga- -~- -> wre tf FT Ss 

Com. . - 4 4 % 2 li- 2 2 |i lh URUK CU 

Sockets, Plain * 6 6 8 Wij 14 1/9 2/6 nion Clips ~~ WM WS WW ays 

do. Diminished * 8 10 1/- 1/2 1/6 2- 28 4/- Per ton basis 

Backnuts ... ,, 4 4 6 7 ‘10 I/- 1/4 22 —- 

ee See ea ——— Mild Stel Bars Cows menment Quality 5217 6 
\ x n. " » i eel Bars... . 

gow, round each 84 St 1? slat jst b; , 6 Mild Steel Hoops . 9 10 ° 

Crosses... 2 - i ‘A vat 2/- 2/9% 3/7 5/2 7/2 ye pe 

Sockets.. oat” at vs 1/7 “ 3/1 Two-ton lots 

Backnuts 3 4b 52 7 0¢ 1/5 Soft Sheets C.R. and CA Ae — £e¢4 

Discounts from List prices a pe Ey — 20 gauge am a —- ~~ 63 0 0 

Galvanised Tube— Malleable 24 gauge - 65 10 6 

i Under 1 ton Over I ton W.I. Fittings Fittings 26 gauge . see 68 11 0 
- 345 ys =3 % all 3018 Meee —— Corruguated Sheets, ft ‘to 9- ft. — 
- - - - gauge ... . — 70 18 
eiga -234%  -2724% P —— 24 gauge Shanta heap viens 49 0 
k— im 79 
— 2 % -- Pr 6 ie ~ pe re) —— Galvanised Flat Sheets c. R. and C A. a wedi 
- - - - gauge = ie 7 
Heavy —33% -37% ‘ . 24 gauge 319 0 
C.I. HaLr-Rounp GuTTERs 26 gauge $1 5 0 

Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
pa er 97 nome ao ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
aS 4/2 1/1 (Base Prices) £ s. d. 
4 in. na wis ie ane 6/14 4/9 1/8 Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... . per Ib. 3 
44 in. “ 6/9 5/4 2/- Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) = 2 il 
$ in. . 7/6 3/9 2/4 Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) * 2 il 

C106 e Coiled — BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG ati in. 
. GUTTERS wide 
Fer ag in 6 a. agen: Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends | Coiled strip ‘high ‘purity, 22 SWG ‘(2i in. " wide) 3 ) 
ees 5/7 S/l 1/4 Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 
31 in. ne 6/3 S/l 1/8 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG persheet 114 1 
4 in. see 6/114 5/4 2/- Cues sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 
44 in. os 7/6 6/1 2/4 8 ft. x 31} in. x20 SWG Pa 1 19 10 
5 in. mea 8/24 7/- 2/8 Cr aE inex 20 S = NS3 Mansard 'Profile 
CL RaIn-W. P x in. X » 1 13 
AINATEMipes” Bends Branches | Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding per Ib. 2 104 
2 in. 9/4 4/9 6/10 Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. roun on 28 
24 in. 9/4 5/4 9/2 Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP simple angle pe > 3 
3 in. 10/6 6/8 9/11 — section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. 
: roun ‘ite 
ro oa 1/96. saa! | Tubing BS 1471 TiC 14in. O/Dx20sWG a3 
LCe. Conte in Sine Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 14 in. O/Dx 20 SWG ae 6 3 
a. - 172 7 = 13/4! ~=«| PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
3 in. 12/6 9/11 14/8 Delivered in London area. 
+ 3/1 ; 0 (20/3 .. 
in. eee / 3 All dozen i 
Above prices ‘for gutters, ‘rain-water and soil pipes for under 5- an lots | Screwdown bib cocks Cue Sem 8S: 2 OS om 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 1955, head for iron.. ‘ 87/- 128/- — —_ _ _ 
plus 324% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots 24% Toilet bib cocks for iron ... 109/- 158/5 — — _ = 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 
All per dozen sin. } r 1 in. ms in. 1} in. 2 in. 


Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188 5§22/6 917/6 
do. withtwounionsforlead 89/- 132/- 234 4 re 623/6 1,389/6 
Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass a 
to iron . 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
lt in. fin. 2in. 3in. 34 in. 4 in. 
Caps and Seows ee .-» 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 


Brass Sleeves . wee eee Ss 3/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 


13x6 Ib. 13x61b. 2x71b. 3x7 Ib. 

Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
ing screws - 68/6 85/6 137/- 233/9 
Lead S. trap do. ‘do. 82/9 102/9 168 /3 302/3 
Solder : d. 
Plumbers’ 1 ewt. lots 320/- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 7 
Tinmen’s ... so ae 404/- Se ost 4 5 
Blow pipe a 407 /- me: Vee Sak 4 6 


CopPeR TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 273d per Ib. plus 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 


Extra 

3 19 16h i it 

in. x 19 gauge Total per Ib. 43% Approx. per ft. 
ft ia-x 19 - 143 i . ” se ” a 165 
in. x18 i 12% “ ie 403 es a 25 
Ii in.x18 12} pe a 39% a = 30} 
I¢in.x18  ,, 12} os pe 39} ea é 36} 
2 in.x17 13% “ Ka 414 es - 58 


Small Quantity extras : 


10 cwts. to 5 cwts. plus ry per Ib. 
1d. 


OM ces) enn eae, ade” ~ see fi Re 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. mm « 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic Price plus £ 2 @ 
gauge and manufacturing extras on 267 10 O 
ZIN £ a ¢& 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25SWG), 5cwt. viets upwards percwt. 8 6 6 
ai » I2gauge(23SWG), , ,, Es o> 8 4 0 
» » I4gauge(21SWG), ,, __,, a * s 2? 
Brass TuBe 
Brass tubes, basic pe, on gauge and mmmaneed 
turing extras per Ib. 1 10 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 
s d. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and apensts perton 96 0 0 
we Water Pipe, in coils i 98 5 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. vi 99 15 0 
» 9» »._. Over 4 in. dia ° - 101 15 O 
» Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. pa 99 15 0 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for quantities wanahe 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. a per cwt. 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. : aah me 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipes to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £50 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
sa ¢é 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 815 0 
do. White do. do. do. i 9 49 
Sirapite Coarse — ag Class C do. 9.6 3 
do. ine do. do. mS 914 9 
do. Browning pss 1191 Class B do. ae 9 6 9 
do. Board Finish do. do. ve 9 6 9 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads a saa Pe 617 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads | uae» * a aa 620 
do. (White) do. aia ia ie al 612 0 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. aa ee “a 519 0 
do. (White) do. aa wi 6 6 6 
White Keen’ s or Parian Cement, in 1- -ton loads een a 12 13 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in l-tonloads_.... es a 7s 
Granite Chips, in 6-ton loads ties pe +4 § 
.. per cwt 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board, 2 in. thick, 
600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd 2 23 
1,200 yds. ... - es 2 ik 
do. * nea Kee do. 3 in. thick, “600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site é = . 2 
1,200 yds. i az F 
—- *Plasier Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
4 in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery, Delivered site et ; % 2 @ 
1,200 an SS 2 4) 
do. Drains “do. F) in. thick, “600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. siaenatte site pan " 2 2 
1,200 yds. ... ose sai aoe he 2 10 
PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area. £ os. d. 
Ceiling Distemper ... percwt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper mm $i 0 
Gloss Paint ... per gal. 218 OU 
Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) per cwt. $ 68 8 
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LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS €¢¢ 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . per cwt. 8 7 6 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. lotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. > 6 6 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, (1 cw. lots) per cwt. 617 0O 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ‘3 233.6 
Size XD quality 28 lb... per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drum; extra . per gal. 16 9 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. sreargguaespi - 7. 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra aa a 5 4} 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. ee ss 4 8} 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior one ; 10 0 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) : fies ae aa ie 
Paste Powder “Cl Ib. packe‘s) ... ii eee one per Ib. 24 
White Lining Paper - ee ee per piece 1 4 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. £0 ¢ 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside per gal. 266 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. ; a) ies a 200 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside... ... wee ave a 23: 2 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... hea ae 9 oe mae. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ‘ =e oa E 22°90 
Finest Carriage Varnish . za + 
Front Door Varnish lies = ne, ee ae 240 
Japan Gold Size... bi be 2 ae saa aa it. 
Black Japan ... a ; we oz = ee 116 0 
Brunswick Black Peer ico 1 bay cae ka ii 9 
Berlin Black . oo a ee se * 110 0 
Terebene ane ne oe : si ye 112 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) sie ; ha a 35 © 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... ane oe ie os 115 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass amwoand Cuse assed 
Cut Sizes.. é . per ft. sup. 10 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. “a 1 Of 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. i ca 
32 oz. do. do. = do. in ee. 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. or ee a “ 1 3 
fs in. Rolled and Rough Cast... see ai 1 6 
in. do. ir ali pa 2 
in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 
patterns— 
re wi ie 1 3 
i ih eee eek feet pa 1 9 
Go. Giemiere TI cc sce ete a 2 3 
do. Special Tints ‘ ' 2 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group 3 __... = 1 8 
2 im, Wired Cast mp te SB im, 2.5 nce cee cee a 1 1 
din. do. do. 50 in. to 72 in. ie ae ae a 2. = 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ... 9... eee ae mn 1 il 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded 5} 5}?x3{in. ... each 3 9 
P.B.3_ Broad reeded 7} x7} 3{ in. ... ss 5 9 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} x 7} x 3{ in. ... i 5 9 
P.B.4 _— Prismatic piers § / aa ee 6 6 
P.B.5 Flemish 72X7EX3G im... one “ 5 9 
P.B.6 Boomerang 723X7}X3{ in. ... oes an 6 6 
Half Size Blocks— 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} x 3} x 3} in. = me 4 10 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match o' with— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded . ~ on pa 8 1 
P.B.3_ Broad reeded .. | oe ‘ 9 8 
P.B.32 Cross reeded . ” 9 8 
P.B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing ‘Blocks at same price. 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ‘ -- per ft. sup. 4 7 
” » ” 5 ft. sup. ia’ ew * $7 
ms pet des 45 ft. sup. ie on ss 7 6 
i 100 ft. sup. . a 7 6 
2 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. =. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways pas ma ll 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or =a ~ 15 0 


Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 

Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 

Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 

pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 

Minimum per ft. sup. 

Description of Glass— quantity s. d. 

18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... a a ee F 

Be « a ene ese eve eee eee eco 9. 

2a «a - 2,000 11 


Ox 2,000 l af 
4 in. Rolled Plate. 1,000 10 
iin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White Group 1 fee 1,000 1 
do. Group 2 1,000 '@ 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing and Spotlyte Group 3 eve 1,000 1 2$ 

#, in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast ... a 1 2 
} in. do. do.  - ae L 23 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal up to ‘50 in. + 2,000 . ¢ 
jin. do. do. do 50in. to eae in. ..» 2,000 : 2 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast - o« 2,000 \ 5} 
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AS FROM OCTOBER 2nd, 1961. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 











1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. Young Male Labourers. 
Regfon Craftsmen) Labour: Age Per cent of London and | England, Wales Age Per cent of London and | England, Wales 
rT 4 Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. (Grade A) Craft Rate Liverpool Dist. | and Scotland 
8. 8. 

England & Wales a a s a s. d. ea ¢& 

(Grade A) ...| 5 6 4 10) 15 25 * | 1 4 15 333 1 8 1 7 
London .. 5 7 s 0 16 334 11 1 10 

. F 17 50 os . 2 16 45 s 3 2 2% 
Liverpool and 18 624 3 3 5 

District 5 $0 19 42 a4 17 664 3 4 3 3 
Scotland... 3 6 4 105 im 411 4 18 100 $ 6 4 10} 















































NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local o 


WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 30s. 6d. 


ffices. 
in London and Liverpool District, and 29s. 3d. in the provinces. 


FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 7d. 
per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 4s. 34d. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 10}d. after a probationary 


period, and the woman labourer, 4s. 44d. 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


AGDO BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Nov. 3. 29 
Hilldrop-cres., N7. Secy.: G. M. Gay. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. 

HULL BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Nov. 3. 
Walmsley-hse., Spring Bank, Hull. Secy.: 
S. Ellis. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: William 
A. Scruton, Ings Bridge Farm, Beverley High- 
rd., Hull. 

PROCTOR PEDLER & CO. LTD.—Regd. Nov. 3. 
118 Upper Hanover-st., Sheffield 3. Secy.: 
P. C. Dalai. Bldrs. & contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. 

F. H. E. BADCOCK LTD.—Regd. Nov. 3. 29 
St. Marks-cres.. NW1. Secy.: Shirley Hart. 
Bidrs., flooring contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

FOX & MULLOWNEY (CONTRACTORS) LTD.— 
Regd. Nov. 3. 101 Warwick-rd., Sparkhill, 
Birmingham. Secy.: M. P. Fox. Bldg. contrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

HOPKINS (BUILDERS) SUNBURY LTD.—Regd. 
Nov. 3. 73a Staines-rd. west, Sunbury-on- 
Thames, Mdx. Secy.: Daphne Hopkins. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. 

CESAR PRODUCTS LTD.—Regd. Nov. 6. 307a 
Edgware-rd., W2. Secy.: S. S. Cesar. Mnfrs. 
of and dlrs. in builders’ and decorators’ 
materials, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

NICHOLLS & MORTIMORE LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
6. 20 St. Dominic-st., Truro, Cornwall. Secy.: 
G. R. Mortimore. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. 

E. L. GREENING & SONS (TAVISTOCK) LTD.— 
Regd. Nov. 6. 7-8 Taylor-sq., Tavistock, 
Devon. Secy.: J. Greening. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

A. A. MORGAN LTD.—Regd. Nov. 6. ‘ Newlyn,’ 
New-st., Lymington, Hants. Secy.: Doris 
Morgan. Bldr. & contr., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. 

A. W. CRAWSHAW LTD.—Regd. Nov. 6. 26 
Hanover-rd., Exeter. Secy.: Janet K. Morgan. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

DECORLEC LTD.—Regd. Nov. 6. 14 Bouverie- 
sq., Folkestone. Secy.: Joan N. Chapman. 
Decorators, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

MILLHAVEN CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION 
co. LtTpD.—Regd. Nov. 6.  Prospect-hse., 
Holmrook, Cumberland. Secy.: Sheila Turn- 
bull. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

A. H. & E. H. BAKER (WEDNESBURY) LTD. 
Regd. Nov. 6. 313 High-st., West Bromwich. 
Secy.: Audrey M. Baker. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. 

J. CHAPMAN (CONTRACTORS) BIRMINGHAM 
LTD.—Regd. Nov. 7. 3 Frederick-rd., Bir- 
mingham 15. Secy.: Monica Chapman. 
Public works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. 

GOOD CLASS BUILDERS (GUILDFORD) LTD.— 
Regd. Nov. 7. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: 


Percy W. Hall, The Holding, Hamesmoor- 
rd., Mytchett, Surrey. 

KINGS HEATH BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
7. 21 Shenstone-rd., Hollywood, Worcs. 
Secy.: T. A. Herbert. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: Thos. G. Taylor, 37 Taylor-rd., Bir- 
mingham 14. 

RILEY & WHEWAY LTD.—Regd. Nov. 7. 2 
Robert-st., WC2. Secy.: Maureen E. Riley. 
Bldrs. & contrs. Nom. cap.: £100. 

D. & G. DECORATIONS (HARLESDEN) LTD.— 
Regd. Nov. 7. 47 Mordaunt-rd., NW10. 


Secy.: Maureen J. Goldsmith. Bldrs., build- 
ing contractors, decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£200. 


REEVES BROTHERS (CONSTRUCTION) LTD.— 
Regd. Nov. 7. 108 Woodcock Hill, Kenton, 
Mdx. Secy.: T. Reeves. Bidrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. 

FREEMAN AND STOKES LTD.—Regd. Nov. 8. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: Wm. 
C. Holmes, Oak Lodge, Courtington-la., 
Bloxham, Banbury, Oxon. 

ROBERTS AND BARTLETT LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
8. Old Greystones, Newbridge, Mon. Secy.: 
C. Honeywell. Bldrs., & genl. & public works 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 


Sheet Covering for Timber Roofs 


Five Groups of Materials Tested 


SINCE the advent of the timber shell roof, 
suitable weather skins for large curved 
areas of boarding have become a focal 
point of interest among designers. Bitu- 
minous felt and metal sheeting, among 
the traditional materials, possess many of 
the properties needed but bitumen 
presents something of a fire hazard and 
metal is costly. Many new alternatives 
whose behaviour on timber and general 
weather resistance are not fully known 
have come on to the market recently; 
others are now being introduced on an 
experimental scale. 

Two years ago the Timber Development 
Association began exposure tests on a 
variety of the roof coverings with the 
aim of finding satisfactory skins for shell 
roofing. An account of this work, with 
some interim conclusions has now been 
published in TDA _ Research Report 
C/RR/9— Roofing Materials for Use on 
Timber,’ by V. R. Gray, MA, PhD. 

Dr. Gray’s investigation covered most 
of the mewer coverings available. 
Materials were applied to 3 ft. square 
panels of 4 in. T & G boarding mounted 
on bearers, and the panels were exposed 
at 15 degrees facing south on wooden 
frames erected at the Tylers Green 
Laboratories of the Association. Obser- 
vations were made at intervals and per- 
formance assessed with particular atten- 
tion to detachment and ability to with- 
stand movement between boards. 

The test programme embraced five 
groups of materials—modified (glass fibre 
or asbestos base) bituminous felts, metal 


or bituminous felts, built-up bitumen 
systems, plastic sheet materials, and 
liquid coatings. In all, thirty-five cover- 
ing types were tested. Products were 
either applied by manufacturers or 
applied in conformity with their instruc- 
tions. 

In evaluating the results of his tests Dr. 
Gray stressed the importance of the 
price/performance relationship. 

‘There is no doubt,’ he writes, ‘ that 
bituminous felt of the required quality 
(three layer and reinforced with asbestos 
or glass fibre) cannot be beaten on price 
and has little to be criticised on durability 
up to now.’ 

It was found that, among the new 
products, the only materials which really 
challenge the price of bitumen felt are 
the polyvinyl sheets. The type with 
embossed metallic finish is at present to 
be preferred, as it is more attractive and 
remains cooler in use. Black rigid pvc 
and black copolymer sheet seem also to 
be satisfactory. 

Another product likely to be regarded 
as an economic alternative to felt, con- 
cludes the author of the TDA report, is 
a sprayed polyvinyl acetate/asbestos 
material. More costly but satisfactory 
alternatives are polyiscbutylene or 
embossed aluminium sheet on felt, bitu- 
men/asbestos panels, nylon cloth/poly- 
vinyl chloride and polyester/ fibreglass. 

Copies of the report, price 5s. each, 
may be obtained from the Timber 
Development Association, 21 College-hill, 
London, EC4. 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 


new features—is intended 


to give brief details only of the products 


mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 160 of this 


issue. 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


1. The Preferred Dimension Frame 


A quite considerable advance has 
recently been made in developing a pre- 
stressed and precast CONCRETE FRAME for 
multi-storey buildings. This system, in 
which the frame is manufactured in the 
factory as a series of units, which are 
later assembled on site, has always had 
the disadvantage that, because of the 
necessary standardisation, the architect’s 
freedom in design has been limited. 
Admittedly a frame could be designed 
specifically for any individual scheme but 
this also meant it was a much more costly 
item. 

However, following an analysis of the 
dimensional basis and structural forms of 
a number of frame buildings it was found 
that most of the basic layouts were 
markedly similar and from this research 
a series of preferred sizes have been pro- 
duced. In other words, the most com- 
monly selected dimensions have been 
adopted as a basis of an evenly graduated 
scale of standard dimensions or what are 
now called the preferred dimensions. 
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Columns, for instance, can be spaced at 
10 ft., with 2 ft. 6 in. variations, up to 
20 ft. centres, and these different spacings 
may be varied in the same building. 
There is also a wide variation in the 
height of the storeys. Ground to first 
floor height may vary from 10 ft. to 15 ft. 
in 1 ft. modules. Other floor to floor 
heights are 10 ft., 11 ft. and 12 ft. The 
width of the building is variable. Items 
such as staircases, lift shafts and ducts 
are standardised in complementary 
dimensions. 

The frame is a structure of up to four 
storeys and may be used in buildings of 
a wide variety although it seems well 
suited for schools, hospitals, offices and 
other types of industrial buildings. 

There are considerable advantages to 
be gained from the system, such as 
quicker erection on site, more rapid in- 
stallation of services and a saving of time 
in the drawing office. Moreover it is 
estimated that economies of the order of 
15 to 20 per cent can be realised. So far 


internal columns and 
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the new technique has not yet been used 
in any building though it is being applied 
to several in the design tendering stage. 
Concrete Ltd., 

16 Northumberland-ave., London, WC2. 


2. Concrete 


So that large and small areas of con- 
crete, such as factory and office floors, 
roads and runways, can be tamped 
speedily, a TAMPING TRESTLE has recently 
been introduced. This is a tripod struc- 
ture, which stands on vertical tubular 
steel legs shouldered to meet centrally. 
The design enables the trestle to be with- 
drawn vertically from the tamped area, 
with no sticking, pulling, distorting or 
breaking away of the concrete. 

Through the centre of the tripod passes 
the tamping bar, to the lower end of 
which is welded a bracket which holds 
the shuttering. The position of the bar, 
and therefore the height of the shuttering, 
is infinitely adjustable up to 18 in. by 
means of two pinch bolts. Erecting and 
adjustment can be carried out by one 
man in a matter of minutes. The top of 
the tamping bar is shaped to take a 
4 in. x 3 in. cross member. The tamping 
trestle can therefore be used as a plat- 
form trestle, with heights adjustable 
from 40 in. to 53 in. For this purpose 
the bar is pin-locked in position at 2 in. 
centres. The new trestle is of all-welded 
heavy-duty tubular steel construction and 
has no loose fittings to be lost. 
Causeway Reinforcement Ltd., 

Five Ash-works, Dover-rd. East, 
Northfleet, Kent. 


3. Surface Finishes 


Details of a new DECORATIVE FINISH, 
known as Sandtex, have recently been 
released. It is emulsion based with a 
loaded sand and, as its name implies, 
gives a sand textured surface finish which 
is water-repellant and long lasting. It is 
particularly effective when applied over 
bitumen for it will stop the usual cracking 
and blistering that affects this material 
and so preserves its life. Application can 
be made over most sound surfaces. 

Where a surface is friable or dusty, 
after removing any loose material a 
stabilising solution can be used. This 
has good penetration and will bind the 
surface so that it provides a good backing 
for subsequent decoration. - Sandtex 
should be applied not less than twelve 
hours later although this stabilising solu- 
tion can also be used as a sealer for 
ordinary paint. 

The Sandtex finish itself is supplied 
ready mixed, and is available in twenty- 
one standard colours. 

The Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., 
Portland-hse., Tothill-st., London, SWI. 


4. Insulation 

A new form of DOMESTIC LAGGING has 
been introduced recently which is in 
effect a white pvc filled with mineral 
fibre. It is extremely easy to fit and, a 
welcome feature, is entirely non-irritant. 
The plastic cover gives an attractive and 
waterproof finish. 
Hodgson & Hodgson Ltd., 
Derby-rd., Burton-on-Trent. 
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News in Brief 


Housing: A New Approach at Stevenage 


UNDER A FIVE YEAR CONTRACT recently 
negotiated between Stevenage Develop- 
ment Corporation and John Mowlem and 
Co. Ltd. for the building of some 2,000 
houses, architects, builders and engineers 
will work together on new methods of 
house building in a new form of housing 
layout involving new designs. Houses are 
to be mass-produced by the use of 
advanced techniques which turn them out 
more quickly and give, it is claimed, a 
better article for no more cost. Under- 
lying the whole operation is co-operation 
between architect and builder at all 
stages—design, testing, construction and 
finishing. 


NFBTE Annual Meeting 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers is to be held in the Henry 
Jarvis Hall, Royal Institute of British 
Architects, 66 Portland-place, London, 
WI, on February 7 next at 10.30 a.m. 
The Federation’s annual dinner is to be 
held on the previous evening at Gros- 
venor House, Park-lane, London, WI, 
when Dr. Charles Hill, the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, will be 
the guest of honour. Tickets, price four 
guineas each, may be obtained from the 
NFBTE or from regional federations. 


Price of Land in Leicester 


A FIRM OF TAILORS recently paid £200,000 
for a five-storey fancy goods store in 
Gallowtree-gate, Leicester, covering 181 
sq. yd. This is approximately £1,100 per 
sq. yd., the previous highest price in the 
vicinity being £860 a sq. yd. 


Warwickshire Building Costs Increase 


IT IS REPORTED by the county architect, 
Mr. E. Davies, FRIBA, AMTPI, that 
building costs in Warwickshire rose by 15 
per cent in 1960 and are still increasing. 
It is also becoming more difficult to 
obtain land for county council projects. 
The report of the county buildings com- 
mittee states that capital projects for the 
current year will exceed £3m. which will 
be £375,000 above the 1961-62 figure. It 
is intended to proceed with plans for the 
£400,000 extensions to the council offices 
at Warwick. 


The Late Mr. F. S. Butler 


THE DEATH has occurred of Mr. F. S. 
Butler who was managing director of 
Wyckham Blackwell Ltd., of Hampton- 
in-Arden, Warwickshire. He was 75 years 
of age. 


Winner of Company’s Safety Competition 


THE SAFETY SHIELD awarded annually by 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Scot- 
land) Ltd. to their most safety conscious 
site has been won by the Alf Cooke print- 
ing works contract at Leeds. This is the 
second year that the competition has 
been held. 


New IWS Ditector 


THE COUNCIL OF THE INDUSTRIAL WELFARE 
SOCIETY has announced the appointment 
of a new director, Mr. John Garnett, who 
becomes the society’s third director in its 
43 years existence. The vacancy arose 
earlier this year when Mr. John Marsh 
became director of the British Institute 
of Management. Mr. Garnett was pre- 
viously with Imperial Chemical Industries 
Ltd. 


LMBA Medals 


ON November 3 at the Fishmongers Hall, 
EC2, Field-Marshall The Viscount Slim 
presented the 1961 LMBA Medals. The 
silver medal for plasterers’ work was 
awarded to J. McColley, employed by 
G. J. Green & Sons (G.J.G.) Ltd. He was 
trained at the South East London Tech- 
nical College, Worsley Bridge-road, Lower 
Sydenham, SE26. 


Southend Scheme Rejected 


DR. CHARLES HILL, the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, has rejected 
a proposal for the comprehensive 
redevelopment of 63 acres of Southend- 
on-Sea town centre involving a new 
High-street parallel to the present one. 
He is, however, prepared to amend the 
town’s development plan to include pro- 
posals for a ring road, an office zone, a 
civic centre, bus station and car parks, 
and would consider revised proposals for 
the central area. 


Jersey Builders’ Pay Rise 


A PAY RISE of 3d. an hour has been agreed 
for building trades employees in Jersey. 
This will bring the rate for craftsmen up 
to 5s. ld. an hour, for lorry drivers, 
4s. 6d., and for labourers, 4s. 34d. per 
hour. The new agreement, which takes 
effect from November 26, has been 
negotiated between the Jersey Building 
and Allied Trades Employers’ Federation, 
the Transport and General Workers 
Union and the Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers. The working week re- 
mains unaltered at 44 hours from Novem- 
ber 1 to March 31, and 464 hours for the 
remaining months of the year. 


Leicester Development Cancelled 


BECAUSE of the present economic situa- 
tion Grosvenor House, London, have 
decided not to proceed with their Leices- 
ter development project. The scheme 
envisaged an office block and an hotel. 


‘Little Hollywood’ Application 


SWEETHILL STUDIOS LTD., a private com- 
pany backed by film and television in- 
terests, has submitted an application to 
Chichester RDC for outline planning con- 
sent to build a ‘ Little Hollywood’ at a 
cost of about £3m. on part of a 53-acre 
site at Rookery Farm Estate, North 
Bersted, on the outskirts of Bognor Regis. 
The company plans to erect three studios 
with glass fibre-covered exteriors between 
the buildings to facilitate outside shoot- 
ing regardless of the weather. 
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French Polishers and 
Wood Finishers 


Annual Dinner and Dance 


THOSE WHO CONSIDER that the day of the 
craftsman in the industry is passing might 
be confounded by the progress made by 
the French Polishing and Wood Finishing 
Trades Association since its inception 
four years ago. The second annual 
dinner and dance of the association was 
held on November 18 at the Connaught 
Rooms, and was attended by twice as 
many members as the first. Referring in 
his speech to this increase the president, 
MR. J. BUCKLEY, wished that the general 
meetings were as well attended and hoped 
that those present would help to increase 
the membership by telling their business 
acquaintances about the association. He 
also referred to the advice and other 
services which had been given to con- 
tractors and members, and mentioned 
that the association’s booklet had been 
revised and was being prepared for pub- 
lication. The preparation for an appren- 
ticeship scheme was continuing and, it 
was hoped, would be completed by March 
next year. This would ensure that 
apprentices were given an efficient train- 
ing and would increase recognition of the 
craft. 


The secretary, MR. N. P. SEARLE, 
regretted that many in the trade had not 
yet decided to join the association but 
looked forward to the time when all 
realised it to be a necessity. MRS. D. 
FISHER, general secretary of the Associa- 
tion of Master Upholsterers, replied to 
the toast of ‘ The Ladies’ and mentioned 
the advantages of an annual dinner from 
the wives’ viewpoint. An energetic master 
of ceremonies and entertaining cabaret 
carried the evening successfully to its 
finale. 


Personal Column 


MR. HAROLD MCCUE and MR. R. S. HEASMAN 
have joined the board of Tavlor Woodrow 
Ltd., parent company of the Taylor Wood- 
row Group. MR. NORMAN F. H. W. D’ARCY has 
joined the board as a non-executive director. 


The Key Engineering Co. Ltd., Larkfield, 
nr. Maidstone, Kent, has appointed two new 
representatives. MR. R. K. RATCLIFFE, of 
*Daneshill,’” Duloe, St. Neots, Hunts., will 
serve the eastern counties and MR. G. T. 
RICHARDSON, 68 Brent-way, Finchley, London, 
N3, will be based at the company’s London 
office, 2 Caxton-st., Westminster, SW1. 


MR. T. POOLEY, joint managing director of 
Expandite Ltd., Chase-rd., London, NW10, 
left by air on November 19 for a tour of 
Pakistan, India, Singapore, Malaya, Australia 
and New Zealand. 

Sanders & Forster Ltd. of Bridgwater House, 
Warton-rd., Stratford, E15, the structural 
company of the Chamberlain Group of build- 
ing construction, engineering & property com- 
panies, has announced the appointment of 
MR. RONALD W. ABEL aS home sales manager 
of its standard steel building division. 


Rumour Refuted 


IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED by Charles Port- 
way & Son Ltd., of Halstead, that, con- 
trary to a current rumour, the company 
is not to withdraw from the oil-fired 
boiler trade. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING! 





From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA (NSW).—The Federal Govern- 
ment is to contribute £A2.65m. to a 
£A6m. port and harbour improvement 
programme to expand the coal export 
trade. 


AUSTRALIA (QUEENSLAND).—The Federal 
Government is contributing to the cost 
of a £A3m. project to make Gladstone a 
major coal-handling port. 


AUSTRALIA (SOUTH).—L’Air Liquide SA, 
of France, is to build a large factory at 
Elizabeth South for the manufacture of 
oxygen, acetylene and other gases. 


AUSTRALIA (NSW).—Myer Emporium 
Ltd. plans a £A5m. regional shopping 
centre on 57 acres at Bass Hill, a suburb 
of Sydney, in conjunction with its sub- 
sidiary, Farmer & Co. Provision for 
parking 4,000 cars is included. 

CANADA (ALBERTA).—A $7m. plant is to 
be constructed in Camrose for Page- 
Hersey Tubes Ltd. 


CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—The Uni- 
versity of British Columbia is halfway 


through a $35m. construction pro- 
gramme. 
CANADA (MANITOBA).—The Winnipeg 


Metro Council is to consider plans for a 
$265m. underground railway for com- 
pletion by 1970. 


CANADA (NOVA SCOTIA).—A $4m. Pro- 
vincial Government building is to be 
constructed in Charlottetown. 


CANADA (ONTARIO). — Expenditure of 
$25m. on capital works is anticipated for 
London during the next few years. 


CANADA (QUEBEC).—A new warehouse is 
to be constructed for the combine of 
Couvretre-Sauriol Ltee. and Provost and 
Provost Ltee., of Montreal. 


CANADA (SASKATCHEWAN).—A $14m. ex- 
pansion construction programme has 
been announced for the University of 
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon and Regina. 


CEYLON.—The Ministry of Industries 
has announced the establishment of a 
petrol refinery and nitrogenous fertiliser 
plant requiring an investment of 
Rs. 250m. by 1964 or 1965. 


SIERRA LEONE.—A £360,000 contract 
for a _ teachers’ training college at 
Goderich, near Freetown, has been 
awarded to Taylor Woodrow (Sierra 
Leone) Ltd. for completion within two 
years. The architect is Frank Rutter, 
FRIBA, and the quantity surveyors, Wid- 
nell and Trollope. 


SOUTH AFRICA.—The South West 
African Administration plan a £lm. air- 
port near Windhoek, for completion 
within 2 years. Initially it will have a 
15,000 ft. runway. The Department of 
Transport is to build a meteorological 
and windmeasuring station at Seasis, 
several miles from the airport site... . 
Official sanction has been received by 
Johannesburg city council for a £224m. 
elevated motorway system, 20 miles long 
across the city, east-west and north-south. 





Completion of the motorways which will 
have six lanes and ramp access to the 
central areas is planned within 9 years. 


usA.—Boston British Properties, Inc., 
a new company formed jointly by Central 
and District Properties Ltd. and E. Alec 
Colman (Investments) Ltd., of London, 
have successfully bid $800,000 for 38,378 
sq. ft. of city-owned land at Pearl and 
Franklin-streets. 


British Company in Sweden 


A HIGH PRESSURE polyethylene plant, the 
first of its type in the country, is to be 
built by George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., of 
London, at Stenungsund, near Gothen- 
burg, Sweden. George Wimpey is respon- 
sible for the engineering design and 
overall management. Construction will 
be by the Swedish contractors, Svenska 
Industribyggen A.B., and Calor and 
Sjogren. 


Manufacturing Stimulus in Australia 


A BRITISH VISITOR to Australia, Mr. D. G. 
Acworth, export director for the General 


- SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 





Another Car Factory for Linwood 


THE ROOTES GROUP, who are already 
building a £22 million car factory at Lin- 
wood, are to set up another factory on 
an adjoining site. This factory, which 
will produce aluminium die-castings, is to 
cost £13 million. 

The new die-casting works will not 
only produce for the car factory, but will 
also serve other Scottish industries. The 
100,000 sq. ft. building will be equipped 
with the latest type of plant for the out- 
put of die-castings in aluminium alloys. 
It will be a self-contained division of 
Rootes’ Scottish company, with its own 
management and technical staff. 

‘The tenders for the new works are 
already out,’ MR. DOUGLAS HANNAY, secre- 
tary of Rootes (Scotland), Ltd., said. ‘We 
are going ahead with the project right 
away. We are planning so that it can 
be expanded to four times the initial size.’ 


New Buildings 


ABERDEEN.—The TC is preparing a list 
of contractors with experience of multi-storey 
flat construction, for a single all-trades con- 
tract basis for 184 houses in four blocks at 
the Hazlehead development. Applicaticus 
to the City A., 11 Broad-st., Aberdeen. 

ABERDEEN.—Littlewoods Mail Order 
Stores Ltd. are building a major supermarket 
at Union-st., Aberdeen. Architects are 
Keppie Henderson and Partners, Glasgow. 

BATHGATE.—Motor Vehicle Collection 
Co. Ltd., London, has acquired a two-acre 
site at Birniehill, Bathgate, and will build a 
depot for handling of vehicles built by the 
BMC at Bathgate. The firm also plans a 
dept. at Linwood, Paisley, for handling of 
Rootes work. 

BUCKHAVEN & METHIL.—Planning ap- 
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Electric Co. Ltd., said in Hobart recently 
that if Britain joined the Common Market 
and there was a change in the structure 
of imperial trade preference, Australia 
might be forced to increase her exports 
of primary produce to other parts of the 
world, including SE Asia. Imports from 
Britain might then decrease and the result 
be a stimulus to the expansion of manu- 
facturing in Australia. 


Bottle Brewery in Nigeria 


TAYLOR WOODROW (NIGERIA) LTD. has 
begun work on a new brewery for Guin- 
ness (Nigeria) Ltd., on a 14-acre site at 
the Ikeja Trading Estate, near Lagos, 
Western Nigeria. The overall project is 
valued at about £1.8m. Designs have 
been drawn up in conjunction with the 
specialist plant suppliers, Robert Morton 
& Co. Ltd., and R. W. Webster & Co. 
Ltd., for a plant using Arcon structures 
supplied by Taylor Woodrow (Building 
Exports) Ltd. The four-storey, air-condi- 
tioned office block has been designed by 
Godwin & Hopwood of Lagos. 


proval has been granted to the TC to erect 
38 houses at the Auld Toll Bar site and for 
6 houses and 2 shops at Falcon-rd. 

DUNDEE.—Approval has been given by 
the Board of Trade for the construction of a 
factory at Dundee. The factory, about 65,000 
sq. ft. in extent, is to be built by the Indus- 
trial Estates Management Corporation for 
Scotland. It will be leased by Lintafoam 
Industries, Ltd., High Wycombe, Bucking- 
hamshire, who are to produce rubber-coated 
textile materials there. 

FALKIRK.—The Metropolitan Property 
Co. Ltd., of 8 Gordon-st., Glasgow, are to 
carry out development work at Falkirk High- 
st., Falkirk, at a cost of £97,500. Plans have 
been submitted and decision deferred until 
Nov. 30. 

FALKLAND BURGH.—Fife education 
committee have approved plans for a new 
primary school in Falkland. Estimated cost 
£45,612. 

FIFE.—CC is to build 13 trad. houses at 
Crosshill 5th development. An all trades 
cum site preparation contract is involved. 
County Clerk, Cupar, Fife. 

FIFE.—Approval was given to Bett Bros. 
Ltd., Dundee, for the erection of 17 private 
dwelling houses at Lower Largo. 

GLENROTHES.—The fourth development 
of the town centre is to start in Feb., 1962. 
It consists of 28 shopping units in three 
blocks, 7 offices and 5 flats. Tender docu- 
ments available to principals experienced in 
such development work, from Glenrothes 
Development Corporation, Glenrothes, Fife. 

GREENOCK.—A plan to redevelop the 
centre of Greenock by building a pedestrian- 
only shopping arcade with multi-storey flats, 
offices, and parking areas has been approved 
by the town planning committee. The com- 
mittee have recommended that the proposals 
of the Murray Real Estate Company Ltd., 
should be accepted by the general purposes 
committee and the town council. 

KIRKCALDY.—Planning approval has 
been granted to the NCB for the erection 
of a canteen and medical centre, alterations 
and additions to the pithead baths at Frances 
Colliery, Dysart. 


KIRKINTILLOCH.—Dumbarton CC is 
planning extensions to Hillhead primary 
school, on a several works basis. County 


Architect, Ferry-rd., Old Kilpatrick. 
NEWBATTLE. Midlothian CC is to build 
a 10,000 sq. ft. electronics factory for rent 
to Norburry Instrument Co. Ltd., Surrey. 
The County will build and lease the factory 
under the scheme for provision of new 
manufacturing space in Midlothian. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (r) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 30 

(aR) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—Erection of 
108 houses at Valley Farm estate, Beacon 
Hill, Rubery. City A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by Dec. 29. 

(an) CUMBERNAULD DEVELOPMENT 
CORPN.—Erection of 301 dwellings at Kil- 
drum. Chief A & Planning Officer. 

(A) NEW SARUM CITY C.—Conversion of 
Odeon cinema, Fisherton-st. for use as city 
hall. City E&S. 

DECEMBER 1 

(AR) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—Firm price 
tenders for alterations to ‘ Elmdene,’ Shenley 
Fields Cottage Homes. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders bv Jan. 9. 

(aR) FARNHAM UDC.—Erection of three 
pairs of dwellings at Baldreys, Lower Wey- 
bourne-la./Lodge Hill-close. Gilbert and 
Hobson, architects, 69a Castle-st., Farnham, 
Surrey. Tenders by Jan. 8. 

(A) MALVERN UDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for 24 two-storey flats at \ epee Green-rd. 
S & Water E. Dep. £ 

(AR) NEWCASTLE REGIONAL HOSPI- 
TAL BD.—-New nurses’ teaching centre at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Stannington. Sec. to Bd. 

(ak) SOUTHEND-ON-SEA CBC.—Pro- 
posed extensions to Eastwood High sch. for 
aepe, Rayleigh-rd., Eastwood. Boro’ A. Dep. 


DECEMBER 2 
(ar) ESSEX CC.—Firm price tenders for 
building work (five contracts) on various sites. 
County A. (separate applications). 
DECEMBER 4 
(ar) HARLOW UDC.—Extensions and 
ilterations to works depot at Edinburgh Way. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
(ar) HASTINGS CBC.—New grammar sch. 
at Parkstone-rd. Boro’ S. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 5 
(an) EAST SUSSEX CC.—(a) Erection of 
a senior hostel at Portslade. (b) Erection of 
home for the aged at Hailsham, County A. 
DECEMBER 6 
(ar) DURHAM CC.—Adaptations, altera- 
tions and other works to various schools, 
police premises and fire station. County A. 
DECEMBER 8 
(ar) CHIGWELL UDC.—Erection of one 
4-storey block of 16 flats, one block contain- 
ing four shops and four flats, one 3-storey 
block of one-bed. flats, etc. Tooley & Foster, 
© cme Midland Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst 
lil. 
(ar) WEST SUSSEX CC.—Erection of four 
classrooms, assembly hall and kitchen block 
quae to prim. sch. at Chichester. County 


DECEMBER 9 
(ak) HORNCHURCH UDC.—Erection of 
five Parks houses on four separate sites. 
Clerk to C. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 14 
(aR) EAST SUSSEX CC.—Erection of 
home for the aged at Hove. County A. 
DECEMBER 15 
(a) MAIDSTONE BC.—Erection of 12 
houses at Park Wood estate. Boro’ E. 
(a) UTTOXETER UDC.—Proposed open- 
° evteuning pool at Oldfields-rd. S. Dep. 
Ss. 
DECEMBER 16 
(a) ELY UDC.—Erection of 70 houses at 
ae Court, West Fen Camp. E&S. Dep. 
> IS. 


DECEMBER 18 

(A) COLCHESTER BC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for 57 units of accommodation at 
Greenstead. Boro’ A. Dep. £6 6s. 

NEWRY (Co. Down).—Erection of 322 
two-storey Houses; 16 single-storey old 
people’s dwellings, and a block of 4 shops 
and maisonettes at Derrybeg, Newry. Town 
Architect. Dep. £5 5s. 

(a) SOWERBY BRIDGE UDC. —Replace- 
ment of 34 temporary bungalows by perma- 
nent bungalows at Lower Bentley Royd, 
Sowerby Bridge. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

DEC 


CO. ANTRIM.—Erection of 50 houses at 
Connor, with roads, paths, drainage and an- 
cillary works. McCarthy & Lilburn, 43 Scot- 
tish Provident-bldgs., Belfast 1. Dep. £5 5s. 

JANUARY 2 

(A) SALFORD CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of Oaklands sch., 
Salford. R. Byrom, architect, 9 Victoria 
Buildings, Silver-st., Bury. Dep. £3 3s. 

UARY 5 


AN 
(A) SOUTHPORT CBC.—Erection of café 
and bar at east end of pier end. Boro’ A & 
TP Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 8 
(a) SALFORD CITY C.—Firm price ten- 
ders for 120 flats (16-storey) at New Church 
site, Bury New-rd. City E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


DECEMBER 1 
(ar) BOURNEMOUTH CBC.—Fixed price 
tenders for sub-contract work for the supply 
and erection of precast concrete garages. 


Boro’ A 
DECEMBER 8 
(ar) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—Inclusion 
in approved list of contractors for repair and 
reconditioning work of sub-standard houses. 
Housing Mgr. 
DECEMBER I1 
(AR) CORNWALL CC.—Supply of 
materials and services (applicants already on 
the approved list need not apply). Country 
A 


(A) FARNHAM UDC.—Modernisation of 
66 Council houses. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 12 
(aA) HESTON & ISLEWORTH BC.—Fixed 
price tenders for bitumen felt re-roofing, new 
lighting, re-decorations and alterations to 
changing accommodation, at swimming baths. 


Boro’ E&S. 
DECEMBER 14 
(A) HERTFORDSHIRE CC.—Construction 
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of brick boundary walls and footway at Wat- 
ling-st., Radlett, The Grove. County S 
DECEMBER 21 
(A) BOURNEMOUTH CBC.—Fixed price 
tenders for the replacement of the rooflight 
in the pavilion ballroom. Boro’ A. Dep. 
£1 ls. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 15 
EAST SHROPSHIRE WATER BD.—Con- 
struction of approx. 9,600 lin.yd. of 12 in. 
dia. spun-iron water main, and incidental 
works. A. H. S. Waters & Ptnrs., engrs., 25 
Temple Row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 
JANUARY 2 
TOWCESTER RDC.—Main drainage of 
Shutlanger and Stoke Bruerne :—Construc- 
tion of approx. three miles of small-diameter 
sewers and rising mains, a pumping station, 
and a sewage disposal works. Howard Hum- 
phreys & Sons, engrs., West-st., Epsom, 


: Surrey. Dep. £3 3s 


JANUARY 8 

SPILSBY RDC.—Laying of approx. 5 miles 
of 7 in., 9 in., 12 in., 15 in. and 18 in. dia. 
concrete sewers, 24 miles of 6 in., 9 in., 12 
in. and 15 in. dia. asbestos-cement pumping 
mains, the construction of five pumping 
stations, and a sewage disposal works. Binnie, 
Deacon & Gourley, engrs., Artillery-hse., 
Artillery Row, SW1l. Dep. £10 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


LONDON CC.—The following town plan- 
ning applications have been received by the 
LCC: Three 2-storey houses at 59-61 Parma- 
cres., Battersea (BC); 10-storey office block 
at 40-46 Weston-st., Bermondsey (M. Biel & 
Partners); houses and maisonettes at Pond 
House, Village Way, Camberwell (Austin 
Vernon and Partners); two 31-storey blocks 
of flats at Latimer-rd. area, Hammersmith 
(BC); shop and four flats at 11-12 Hampstead 
High-st., Hampstead (Bader & Miller); 20 
flats and 12 garages at 42 Primrose Hill-rd. 
and 27 Fellows-rd., Hampstead (Hugh 
Sprince); shops, offices and residential (re- 
vised application) at Swiss Cottage, Hamp- 
stead (Douglas Stephen and Partners); re- 
vised application—residential, theatre, shops 
at 166-173 Drury-la., Holborn (Kenneth Anns 
& Partners); outline—new hall and par park, 
by bridging over a short portion of the 
Grand Union Canal at entrance to Canal, 
Vincent-ter., Islington (Charles R. Price 
Ltd.); 126 flats and maisonettes and 4 old 
people’s bungalows, for Lambeth Borough 
Council, at 119-129 and 130-167 Brixton Hill, 
Lambeth (Clifford Culpin and Partners); 
eight-storey blocks of flats at 47 Dacres-rd., 
Lewisham (N. Starrett); block of flats and 
four houses at 25-31 Hyde Park-st., 3, 4 and 5 
Hyde Park-cres., Paddington (Wates); shops, 
showrooms, workrooms and flats at 38-56 
Langham-st., 53-67 Great Titchfield-st., 1-5 
Rjding House-st. and 1-11 Middleton Build- 
ings, St. Marylebone (Devereux and Davies). 

. Revised drawings in connection with 
earlier applications—{a) 77-81 Portland-place, 
11, 12 and 13 Park-cres. mews west, (b) 83 
Portland-pl., 17 Park-cres., (c) 26-29 Park- 
cres., la, 1-3 Park-cres. mews west, St. Mary- 
lebone (Fitzroy Robinson and Partners); 
multi-storey car park and filling station at 
1-32 Drummond-cres., St. Pancras (Ronald 
Ward and Partners); 3 blocks of flats at Gos- 
pel Oak redevelopment area, St. Pancras (BC); 
use as public car park on site bounded by St. 
Pancras-way, Baynes-st. and Grand Union 
Canal, St. Pancras (National Car Parks); 
2-tier garages at Colville estate Block 12, 
Shoreditch (BC); commercial development 
at 80-94 Newington Causeway, Southwark 
(R. Seifert and Partners); erection of build- 
ing for office and commercial use at 62-88 
Commercial-rd., Backchurch-la. and Sander- 
st., Stepney (C. H. Elsom and Partners); 50 
flats and 36 garages at Albert-dr. and Vic- 
toria-dr., Wandsworth (H. Hubbard Ford); 
use as a petrol filling station at 55 Cressen- 
hall-rd., Wandsworth (Fred. K. Burn, Smith 
and Partners); offices, shops and residential, 
at 91-101 Tooting High-st., Wandsworth 


(Edwin Hill and Partners); shops and offices 
at 188-198 Strand, 1-11 Arundel-st., 7-13 
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Milford-la., 1-11 Water-st. and 3 Tweezers 
Alley, Westminster (Arthur Swift and 
Partners); multi-storey car park with offices 
and flats over and shops for Westminster 
City Council, on site bounded by Whitcomb- 
st., Orange-st., Oxenden-st. and Panton-st., 
Westminster (Oscar Garry and Partners). 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ACCRINGTON.—Lloyds Bank Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of offices and bank on site of 
Kings Hall Cinema. A.B.W. Holdings 
Ltd. propose erection of 15 shopping units at 
Crawshaw-st. / Union-st. 

ALDERSHOT.—BC propose: Erection of 
multi-storey flats at Badshot Lea; substantial 
redevelopment of the town centre. 

ALNWICK.—UDC proposes 100 houses at 
Fisher-la. Plans by G. Beatty, Surveyor. 

BASINGSTOKE.—BC_ propose indoor 
swimming pool and car park at St. Andrews- 


rd. 

BASINGSTOKE.—County planning com- 
mittee is recommended to approve RDC’s 
application to build 54 dwellings and 42 
garages on nearly 5 acres of land at Cavalier- 
rd., Old Basing. ... Plans for phase II of 
the new Technical College, providing new 
accommodation for the commerce depart- 
ment and women’s craft department, are 
making good progress and it is anticipated 
that building will commence next year... . 
CC is to commence phase II of the new court- 
house, comprising three courtrooms and 
offices with an approximate area of 12,000 
sq. ft. County Architect is Mr. H. Benson 
Ansell. 

BLACKBURN.—BC is considering erection 
of modern health centres/doctors’ consulting 
rooms at Shadsworth/ Montague-st. redevelop- 
ment area. 

BOLTON.—BC propose erection of hostel 
for aged people during 1962-63. . . . RC 
Diocesan Trustees Regd. propose extensions 
to St. Patrick’s prim. sch. at Withins-dr. .. . 
Commercial Holdings Ltd., London, propose 
erection of shops/offices/public house at 
Churchgate. 

BUCKS.—CC propose extensions and 
alterations at Lady Verney High school, High 
Wycombe, £150,000 est. 

BURNLEY.—Fairlanes Bowling Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of 24-lane bowling centre with 
social facilities at Pinsley Gate, £250,000 est. 

- Following for BC: Aged persons’ hostel 
at Ebor-st., during 1962-63; site for erection 
of social centre. 

BURTON - ON - TRENT. — Metropolitan 
Railway County Estates Ltd. propose erec- 
tion of 90 houses, with garages, at Leicester- 
st./Barton-st. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT.—RC Auth. propose 
erection of Robert Sutton sec. mod. sch., with 
caretaker’s accommodation, at Bluehouse-la. 

- Birmingham Regional Hospital Board 
propose extensions to staff social club at 
Andressey Hospital. 

BURY.—A new church is proposed for the 
Methodist Church Authorities at Pits o’ th’ 
Moor, Pine-st., -after demolition of the 
existing church. . . . A new school is pro- 
posed by the CoE Auth. for Openshaw Fold. 
Est. £160,000 

CANVEY ISLAND.—Plans for £1,000,000 
housing estate here have been passed and 
work will start soon. 

CHADDERTON.—Following for UDC: 
Extensions to Town Hall during 1964-65, 
£80,000 est.; erection of 30 aged persons’ 
flatlets/communal facilities at Nimble Nook; 
25 houses/30 bungalows at Broadway, all 
during 1962. 

CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH.—Nu Home Con- 
struction Co. propose erection of offices/ 
we iret yam at Market-st. 

EADLE.—UDC are to include the erec- 
tion of 50 ee ald houses during their 
future building programme. 

CHES.—The following expenditure for 
> libraries has been approved by the 

: Bollington (£30,000 est.), Cheadle 
£32,500 est.), Hazel Grove (£30,000 est.), 
Lymm £30,000 est.). 

CHESHIRE.—CC are to make application 
to borrow £44,852 for the second and final 
instalment of Bromborough Mendell primary 
school. Building work including playing field 
development will cost £41,692 and loose fur- 
niture and equipment £2,750. 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











CHESTER.—RC Auth. propose erection 
of new grammar sch. for girls on 27 acres of 
land at Liverpool-rd., Upton, to replace 
Ursuline Convent school. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Robt. McGregor & 
Sons Ltd., Walkden, Lancs., propose indus- 
trial development at Turnoake-la. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Derbys. CC propose 
extensions to Dale Bank Children’s Home. 

CHESTER-le-STREET.—A. McCullough 
Ltd., builders, plasterers, etc.; 46 High-st. 
West, Gateshead, are planning 172 houses at 
Garden House Farm, Chester-le-Street. 

CHICHESTER.—City C plans erection of 
24 flats and 46 bungalows for elderly per- 
sons at NW Parklands, 

COLERAINE.—BC has adopted revised 
layout plans for the redevelopment of the 
Killowen-st. area, which provides for the 
erection of 115 dwellings. . .. The Council 
has decided to acquire 60 acres of land on 
Harpur’s Hill on the Ballycastle-rd. for the 
purpose of further housing development. 

COLWYN BAY.—BC propose conversion 
of Odeon Cinema into indoor swimming 


pool. 

CONNAH’S QUAY.—Ministry approval 
has been received by UDC for erection of 
new council offices, £100,276 est. 

COOKHAM.—Plans submitted to RDC: 
Housing development at Holyport-rd. for 
C. T. Prior & Son, Maidenhead; houses at 
Holyport for Smiths Riding Stables Ltd. 

CULCHETH.—Tough Plastics Ltd. propose 
erection of office block at Common-la. 

DERBYS.—Following schemes are to be 
included in the 1963-64 programme for CC: 
Créche for severely mentally subnormal 
patients, North East Derbys., £20,000 est; 
clinic at Chesterfield, £28,000 est.; clinic at 
Gleadless, £20,000 est.; hostel for mentally 
subnormal at Mid-Derbys., £25,000 est.; 
a centre at North Derbys., £100,000 


“DERBY. —BC propose erection of 12-storey 
block of flats at Bath-st./Brook-st. . . 
Benshawe Ltd. propose erection of factory 
at Holme-la. 

DORKING (Surrey).—MH&LG has upheld 
UDC’s appeal against Surrey CC’s refusal to 
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allow the erection of two point blocks, each 
of 48 housing units at Goodwyns, as final 
phase in estate of over 500 council houses. 
He urges care in design. They should be 
light in colour to reduce appearance of bulk 
when seen against the skyline and blocks 
should not exceed 120 ft. in — (12/13 
storeys) to keep well within 400 contour 
of Tower Hill. 

DRAYTON (Berks.).—Mr. H. W. Poulton, 
Drayton, proposes a 19-acre housing site. 

DUNGANNON (Co. Tyrone).—RDC is to 
apply for sanction to borrow £265,000 for 
slum clearance and the erection of 158 
houses at Coalisland. 

DUNSTABLE.—BC propose redevelopment 
of town hall site with commercial and shop- 
ping accommodation. 

RHAM.—tTenders are expected to be 
invited early in the New Year for the erec- 
tion of 98 traditional houss on the Newton 
Hall Estate, Durham City, for the North- 
Eastern Housing Association, Windsor-terr., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Architects are Richard 
Turley Associates, 46 Jesmond-rd., Newcastle. 

DURHAM.—The CC is planning the con- 
version of Elvet Station into a magistrates’ 
court and office accommodation. Cost will 
be about £48,000. Plans are by the County 
Architect, G. W. Gelson. 

EARBY.—UDC is considering a scheme 
for provision of 20 unit site flats and 16 
unit site of old people’s dwellings. Sites are 
not yet decided. 

EASTLEIGH.—Town and City Properties 
Ltd., London, propose shopping and residen- 
tial development at Winchester-rd. Archi- 
tests: Ian Fraser and Associates, 15 Bedford- 
st., London, WC2. 

EAST RIDING,—CC has been asked to 
approve improvements costing £245,000 for 
the Bridlington/Scarborough main _ road. 
The improvements include proposals for 
rebuilding a considerable distance of the 
road from Bridlington to Filey. 

ESHER.—Badix Properties Ltd. propose 
new offices at Littleworth-rd. Plans by 
Messrs. Connells, 5 Upper George-st., Luton. 

ETON.—UDC propose 3 blocks of 4- 
storey flats at Brocas-st., Meadow-la. 

FAREHAM (Hants.).—CC propose to 
establish a new county primary school for 
about 480 pupils at Wallisdean. 

FARNBOROUGH (Hants.). — Plans sub- 
mitted to UDC: Church hall and curate’s flat 
at Alexandra-rd. and Guildford-rd. for PC 
Council of St. Marks; 5-storey office block at 
Clock House junction for Cathay Investments 
Ltd.; redevelopment and extensions to the 
Inspectorate of Fighting Vehicles and 
Mechanical Equipment, Pirehurst; 125 dwell- 
ings at Sandy-la., Cove, for Credon Park 
Properties Ltd.; 59-acre development at 
Prospect estate, Cove, for Daniel Jackson Ltd. 

FARNHAM (Surrey).—Mr. R. A. Nockolds 
proposes erection of 36 flats and garages at 
71 Frensham-rd. Inquiry pending. 

HAMPSHIRE.—County police authority 
has approved: sketch plans and £335,000 
estimate for new police headquarters to be 
erected on West Hill, Winchester; prelimi- 
nary plans for proposed new Havant police 
station, est. £95,000. A private firm of archi- 
tects is to be engaged for this project. 

HALIFAX.—BC propose residential de- 
velopment at Brow Bottom, Seed Hill-ter. 

HARTLEPOOL.—A further 101 houses are 
planned at King Oswy-dr., Hartlepool, for the 
North-Eastern Housing Association, Windsor- 
terr., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Layout plans are 
being considered. Architects are P. L. Browne, 
Son & Harding, Pearl Buildings, Northumber- 
land-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

JARROW (Co. Durham).—The Arndale 
Property Trust, Bradford, who are building 
a large shopping centre at Jarrow, have 
approached an American syndicate about the 
construction of a £250,000 bowling alley with 
multi-storey car park. 

LANCASTER.—Lancs. CC seek site for 
erection of aged persons’ hostel within RDC 


area. 

LEATHERHEAD.—UDC propose housing 
development at Lillicotts-la., off Kingston-rd., 
and the erection of 76 garages on various 
sites. . .. Ashe Laboratories Ltd. propose a 
4-storey office and storage building at Ashtree 
Works, Kingston-rd. 

LEEDS.—G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd. propose 
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erection of 4 detached houses and 4 garages, 
together with 44 sd houses and 44 garages at 
Primley Park-la., Primley Park-dr., Primley 
Park-gr., Primley Park-cl., Alwoodley. . . . 
Simms Motor Units Ltd., London, propose 
erection of branch premises. ... Stock Bros. 
(Breeze Slabs) Ltd. propose erection of show- 
rooms and offices at York-st./Dawlish-st. 

MAIDENHEAD.—BC propose: Erection 
of 58 houses (Contract 5P) at Cix Green 
estate; aged persons’ flatlets at rear of James 
Smith Almshouses, Bridge-rd. . . . BC propose 
supermarket at Cox Green and 10 other shops. 

MAIDENHEAD.—TC has approved in 
principle, British Ermeto Ltd.’s application to 
build a 2-storey office block and basement 
store after demolition of 12-18 Belmont-rd. 
... Permission has been given for develop- 
ment of land at rear of Boyn Valley & Boyn 
Hill roads for an estate of 126 dwellings and 
119 garages; and for erection of factory in 
Boyn Valley-rd. 

MANCHESTER.—S. Maskey proposes erec- 
tion of 35 flats in three-storey block/garages 
at Longley-la., Northenden, after demolition 
of existing property. . . . Byrom Properties 
Ltd. propose erection of offices/warehouse at 
Stock-st. and Stock-st. edst, Cheetham. .. . 
Manchester Racecourse propose erection of 
new stand/photo finish camera tower. .. . 
J. A. Jarratt & Son Ltd. propose erection of 
showrooms/offices at School-la., Didsbury. 

MARPLE.—Discussions are taking place 
with UDC and Ches. CC regarding the re- 
development of town centre. .. . G. Wimpey 
& Co. Ltd. propose residential development 
off Andrew-la. / High-la. 

NEWPORT (Salop).—UDC is considering 
a scheme for erection of a further 24 aged 
persons’ dwellings. 

NORTHERN IRELAND.—Dr. David 
Holmes, director of manufacture at Elas- 
tomer Chemicals Department of Du Pont 
Corporation in Wilmington, Delaware, has 
stated in Londonderry that the construction 
of a new isocyanates plant at Maydown will 
start next year and is expected to be in 
production in 1963. 

NORTHWICH.—UDC propose erection of 
30 dwellings at London-rd. 

NOTTINGHAM. — National Union of 
General & Municipal Workers propose erec- 
tion of new office block at Woodborough-rd. 
. . . TC propose erection of ESN school at 
Clifton. . . . Midland Electricity Bd. propose 
erection of workshop block, £80,000 est. 

OLDHAM.—BC propose overspill develop- 
ment in the Thorp area of Royton and a site 
at Crompton. Oldham, Henshaw & 
Church of England Educational Trust Regd. 
propose erection of St. Martin’s primary sch. 
at Timberley-rd. 

PORTSMOUTH.—Proposals agreed in 
principle for the development of Southsea 
Castle area include the construction of large 
swimming-pool, open air dancing area and 
beer garden and Castle Pavilion. Est. total 
is £500,000. Loan sanction for £50,000 
has been received for phase I. City Develop- 
ment Officer is Mr. G. F. Heath... 
Application for planning permission has been 
made by private company for construction of 
60 tw »-roomed self-contained nuclear shelters 
under Hilsea Ramparts. Health and 
housing committee has approved housing 
scheme to provide 309 houses and flats 
on land adjoining Children’s Cottage 
Homes at Cosham. Developmert provides 
2, 10-storey blocks of flats (80 flats) to 
north of Portsdown-cres. In all, 173 flats 
and 136 houses are proposed. ; + ae 
C propose revised plans for the re-develop- 
ment of the area, west of Wingfield-st., pro- 
viding for 12 houses, 45 flats, 52 maisonettes, 
57 garages and 60 parking spaces. ... 
City C plan modernization of 23 pre-war flats 
at Denmead House, Landport. 

READING.—MoW propose extensions to 
Royal Ordnance Factory at Birfield... . 
Cranleigh Group Ltd., Manchester, propose 
redevelopment of the Palace Theatre site. 
Architects: Chaplin and Burgoine, Norwich. 

READING.—MH&LG approval has been 
received by TC for proposed use of 1.35 acres 
of land in Bedford-rd. for the construction of 
a swimming bath. . . . TC has approved 
following: planning permission for erection 
of 10-storey office building with basement 
parking on land adjoining Reading Bridge; 


outline planning permission for the erection 
of 47 houses with integral garages on land 
in Lower Henley-rd., Caversham. 

ROCHDALE:—Town planning approval is 
being sought by James Duckworth & Son Ltd. 
to include a 10-pin bowling centre in the 
Butts Mill redevelopment scheme. 

SALFORD.—Following for TC: Building 
development on Old Manchester Golf Course; 
loan sanction for Halls of Residence at Royal 
College of Advanced Technology, £57,976 
est.; extensions to West and North Salford 
youth clubs. 

SALISBURY.—County town & country 
planning committee has selected Mr. Max 
Lock as consultant-planner and Mr. W. 
Bishop as consultant-valuer to draw up plan 
for the central development of Salisbury in 
the area bought by the Hammerson Group 
of Companies. ... City C plans conversion 
of Odeon cinema, Fisherton-st. for use as City 
Hall. Tenders will be invited during January, 

2 


SALISBURY—City C is to raise no objec- 
tion to an application by Caledonian Pro- 
perty Investments Co. Ltd., for a bowling 
centre, cloakroom, changing accommodation, 
spectators’ gallery, restaurant, snack bar, 
creche and manager’s flat on a site in Castle- 
st... . MH&LG has upheld Bristol & West 
Building Society Ltd.’s appeal against refusal 
of planning permission by the City C for the 
reconstruction of three adjoining properties 
in High-st. 

SANDBACH.—Ches. CC propose conver- 
sion former RDC offices for police purposes. 

SHEFFIELD.—TC propose erection of 398 
dwellings at Middlewood-rd. housing site... . 
Cussins Contractors Ltd. propose erection of 
multi-storey car park at Bank-st./ Hartshead. 
. « » Covenant Securities Ltd., London, pro- 
pose erection of shops/public house/garages 
at Church-st., with tenement factory at 
Trafalgar-st. 

SOUTHPORT.—BC propose erection of 
shops/multi-storey car park for 1,200 cars 
at Chapel-st. station. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—Boro’ E (John Reid) 
has prepared pians for erection of 107 houses 
at Reading-rd., Brinkburn estate. Tenders 
are being obtained. 

STAFFORD.—Birmingham Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. propose erection of nurses’ dining 
room at Staffs. General Infirmary. 

STRETFORD.—The Kellogg Co. of Gt. 
Britain Ltd. propose erection of a single- 
storey warehouse at Barton Dock-rd. ... 
Following for BC: Erection of three-storey 
block of flats at Nansen-close; three blocks 
of maisonettes (12 units per block) at Corn- 
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brook Park-rd. 

TYNEMOUTH.—Plans by Boro’ E (D. M. 
O’herlihy), 16 Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields, for a 40-bedroomed old people’s 
home at Simpson-st., Chirton, have been 
approved. 

WALLINGFORD.—BC propose 24 dwel- 
lings at Church-la. and Goldsmiths-la. 

WALTON & WEYBRIDGE. — UDC is 
recommended to inform MH&LG that the 
Council hope to put 60 homes under contract 
in 1962. .. . Council’s consulting engineers, 
Messrs. Ove, Arup & Partners, have provided 
a revised estimate of £170,000 for construc- 
tion of swimming-pool. Council is recom- 
mended to instruct the consulting engineers 
to proceed with the preparation of detailed 


plans. 

WAKEFIELD.—West Riding CC propose 
erection of two office buildings at Sandy 
Walk. ... Hales & Ptnrs., London, propose 
erection of a three-storey department store 
on site of Corn Exchange. 

WEST BYFLEET.—Surrey CC propose 
erection of new secondary school, £270,000 
est. 

WIGAN.—Following for BC: Maternity/ 
child welfare clinic at Marsh Green; five- 
storey block of maisonettes/flats at Dum- 
barton Green. 

WILLENHALL.—UDC propose erection of 
four 10-storey blocks flats. 

WINSFORD.—Ches. CC propose erection 
of infant/nursery/junior schools on land 
opposite Wharton Vicarage. 

_ WINSLOW.—The RDC, subject to permis- 
sion from the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, hopes to build 34 bungalows in 
its 1962 programme, in addition to the 16 at 
Newton Longville, for which permission has 
already been granted. The council is also to 
explore the possibilities of further building 
land at Stewkley and Great Horwood. The 
34 bungalows are made up of four at Shenley 
Brook End and 30 at Winslow. 

WOKING.—A 10-storey block of 34 flats at 
Craigmore, Guildford, for Development Co. 
; Messrs. Mossop & Bowser propose erec- 
tion of 63 houses at Guildford-rd. 

WOKINGHAM.—Dolphin Developments 
—. London, propose 30 flats at Nonsuch- 
close. 


TENDERS 


(A) Denotes accepted. 

(PA) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(RA) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(aM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(GD) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 

ARMAGH.—Construction of a further sec- 
tion of the T3 Motorway, between Verners 
Inn and The Birches, for CC. (A) Thomas 
Lowe & Sons, Ltd., Carryduff, Belfast, in 
association with Farrans, Ltd., Dunmurry, 
Belfast, £1,938,860. 

BANGOR.—Erection of 25 flats in Green- 
wood-ave. vicinity for TC. (a) Gregory 
Housing Ltd. 

BEDFORD.—New municipal offices for BC. 
Designed by the Boro’ E&S (F. W. Dawkes). 
(A) A. T. Chown & Co. Ltd., £270,000 
(approx.). 

BIRMINGHAM.—New office block, ware- 
house and cold store for T. Walls & Sons, 
Wembley. Architects: Starr, Clifford & Car- 
man, Beedhamme-hse., Derby-rd., Notts. (A) 
Ronald Lyon Construction Ltd., £65,000. 
Office block and warehouse for Hoover Ltd., 
Greenford, Middx. Architects: Wallis Gilbert 
& Ptnrs., London, SW7. (a) Ronald Lyon 
Construction Ltd., £100,000. 

BRISTOL.—New methodist church, hall 
and flats at Cathay, Recliffe, for Methodist 
Mission. (A) Wilkins and Coventry Ltd. 

CARLISLE.—Offices and warehouse at Wil- 
low Holme industrial estate for United Yeast 
Co. Ltd. (a) E. Anderson. 

CUMBERLAND.—Construction of bridge 
and by-pass road at Portinscale for CC. (A) 
Cleveland Bridge and Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Darlington, £206,954. 

DURHAM.—Erection of new modern 
school at Chilton for CC. (a) Middleton and 
Co. (Sunderland) Ltd., Queen Alexandra 
Bridge Approach, Sunderland, £153,823. 

GATESHEAD.—Factory additions at 
Queensway North, Team Valley Trading 
estate for the Industrial Estates Management 
Corporation (on behalf of Sigmund Pumps, 
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Ltd.). Architects: G. H. Gray and Partner, 
8 Portland-ter., Newcastle-on-Tyne. (A) A. 
Monk and Co., Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. 
Preliminary work on £1,000,000 freight ter- 
minal at Gateshead for British Transport 
Commission. (A) Preparation of site, main 
drainage, constructing roads, and water sup- 
ply. Derek Crouch Ltd., Station-rd., Birtley, 
Co. Durham, and erection of two sheds, 
Wright Anderson and Co. Ltd., Gateshead. 

HARROGATE.—Office block at Victoria- 
ave. for Shop & Store Developments Ltd. 
(A) Fowlers (Contractors) Ltd. 

HAYES (Middx.).—Additional factory for 
Nestle Co. Ltd. (a) Truscon Ltd. 

LEEDS.—Following for TC: Branch library 
at Seacroft. (A) West & Sons (Leeds) Ltd., 
£41,720. 12-storey block of 46 flats/34 four- 
storey maisonettes/28 houses/35 garages at 
Theaker-la.,/Beckett Park. (A) G. Wimpey 
& Co. Ltd., £251,798. 18 shops/maisonettes 
over/12 garages at Chraing Cross/Ebor-gdns. 
(a) N. B. Bell & Co. Ltd., £99,840. ts 

LINWOOD (Scotland).—New aluminium 
die-casting plant for Rootes Motors (Scot- 
land) Ltd. Architects: Harry W. Weeden & 
Ptnrs., in conjunction with W. Underwood & 
Ptners. QS: L. C. Wakeman & Ptnrs. (A) 
Holland & Hannén and Cubitts (Scotland) 
Ltd., £400,000. 

LIVERPOOL.—Following for TC:45 dwel- 
lings/9 garages at Mill-la. (a) Peak Con- 
struction (Liverpool) Ltd., £109,359. 12 flats/ 
4 garages at Devonshire-rd./Belvedere-rd., 
(a) John J. Gallagher & Co, Ltd., Widnes, 
£22,962. Extensions to primary sch. at 
Sudley-rd. (A) Rimmer Bros. (Liverpool) 
Ltd., £21,970. Teaching accommodation to 
C. F. Mott Training College. (A) R. J. Barton 
& Sons Lted., Formby, £171,885. _ 

LIVERPOOL.—Extension to main runway 
of Airport for City C. (A) A. Monk & Co. Ltd., 
Warrington (concrete work), and Amalgam- 
ated Asphalte Companies Ltd. (asphalting), 
£132,836 and £127,659, respectively. _ 

(cp) LONDON (Admiralty).—Particulars 
of contracts over £4,000 in value: Hertford- 
shire: Erection of extensions to flats; Charles 
Brightman & Son Ltd., Watford. Hampshire: 
Extension to workshop; Jno. Croad Ltd., 
Portsmouth. 

(Gb) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week 
ended November 17: Building work: Cottes- 
more, Rutland; Bernard Pumfrey Ltd., Gains- 
borough, Lincs. Boscombe Down, Wilts.; 
Campbell & McGill Ltd., Winchester, Hants. 
Upavon, Wilts.; W. E. Chivers & Sons Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts. Artificers work: Brize Norton 
(Oxford); F. R. Hipperson, Dagenham, Essex. 
Painting work: Quedgeley, Birdlip & Win- 
stone (Gloucestershire); Ian Williams & Co. 
Ltd., Cardiff. Preparation & maintenance of 
land: Manston (Kent) & Bovingdon (Herts.), 
etc.; Turfsoil Ltd., Greenwich, London, SE10. 

(Gp) LONDON (British Railways).—Recent 
contracts placed by North Eastern Region: 
Painting of bridges, signal boxes, signals, 
small buildings, mile and gradient posts on 
the Thornhill to Farnley Line; Arundel (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., Louth. Erection of a new 
signal box compressor house and _ ancillary 
works at Hessle-rd., Hull and modifications 
to Dairycoates West signal box to form a 
new relay room; Berwick Building Co., Ber- 
wick. Provision and installation of Central 
Heating in the carriage and wagon works 
stores, Walkergate; H. Morfitt & Son, Ltd., 
Leeds. Provision and installation of piles for 
the control tower at Healey Mills marshall- 
ing yard and at Railway-st.. goods depot, 
Hull; Holmpress Piles, Ltd., Hull. Building 
work for the pre-apprentice training school 
at York; Wm. Birch & Sons, Ltd., York. 
Construction of a new embankment at 
Hessle-rd., Hull; Sangwin, Ltd., Hull. Earth- 
works in connection with the new marshall- 
ing yard at Stourton; Shellabear Price, Ltd., 
Walton-on-Thames. Alterations to the Road 
Motor Engineer’s garage at valley goods 
depot, Bradford; The Brighouse Estate 
(Builders) Ltd., Bradford. Demolition of four 
masonry arches and the construction of a 
new two-span bridge and regrading of ap- 
proach road at Bridge No. 105 at Bradley 
Junction, near Huddersfield; Ruddock & 
Meighan, Ltd., Barnsley. Construction of a 
new footbridge between Grosvenor-ter. and 
Bridge-la., York. The contract includes the 
provision of fences and laying of approaches, 


also the demolition and removal of the exist- 
ing bridge; Concrete Services, Ltd., York. 
Construction of control tower at the new 
Healey Mills marshalling yard; Mitchell Con- 
struction Co. Ltd., Peterborough. 

(cp) LONDON (British Railways).—Con- 
tracts placed by the Eastern Region: Heating 
installation for diesel stores building at Don- 
caster locomotive works; Freeman Heating 
Co. Ltd., 314-314a Balham High-rd., London, 
SW17. Electrical installations at Great 
Bentley, Kirby Cross, Wivenhoe, Weeley, 
Frinton-on-Sea and Alresford stations; Elec- 
tro Installations (London) Ltd., Gresham 
House, 24 Holborn-viaduct, London, WCl. 
Construction of two lock keepers’ houses at 
Sheffield Tinsley marshalling yard; H. R. 
Smith, (Contractors) Ltd., 19 Clyde-rd., 
Sheffield, 8. Construction of offices and mess- 
room block for the district engineer and 
signal engineer at marshgate yard, Doncaster; 
Charles R. Price, Barnsley-rd., Doncaster. 
Reconstruction of the superstructure of 
underline bridge No. 1495, between Stansted 
and Elsenham; Butterley Co. Ltd., Engineer- 
ing Works, Butterley, Nr. Derby. Construc- 
tion of inspection pit with awning, workshop 
building, provision of drainage and oil separa- 
tion facilities at King’s Lynn; W. & C. French 
Ltd., South Brink, Wisbech, Cambs. 

(Gp) LONDON (Metropolitan Police).— 
Recent contracts placed: Erection of a police 
section house at 179 & 185 Dartmouth-rd., 
Sydenham, SE26; Robt. Hart & Sons Ltd., 
£245,597. Construction of gymnasium and 
classroom block at cadet training centre at 
Grosvenor Hall estate, Ashford, Kent; A. A. 
Anderson Ltd., £127,396. Alterations and 
internal re-decorations at Arbour-sq. police 
station and Thames magistrates court, East 
Arbour-st., El; Geo. Barker (Builders) Ltd., 
£5,872. 

(Gp) LONDON (British Railways).—Recent 
contracts placed by North Eastern Region: 
Provision and installation of a transformer 
in the control tower substation at the new 
Tyne marshalling yard; Denis Ferranti & Co. 
Ltd., Royton. Renewal of the signalling 
standby alternator at Hull Paragon station; 
Auto Diesels Ltd., Uxbridge. Construction 
of a flat roofed three-storey office block for 
the yardmaster’s and staiths superintendent’s 
staff at Blyth; H. & R. Wylie Ltd., Morpeth. 
Supply and erection of a low pressure hot 
water heating installation in the central 
boiler house, central block, down yard con- 
trol buildings and hump yard inspector’s 
office at the New Tees marshalling yard; 
Brightside Heating & Engineering, Newcastle. 
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Supply and erection of sheeting and patent 
glazing for the roof of platform Nos. 1 and 
2 at Bridlington; Williams & Williams, Leeds. 
Painting of bridges, signal boxes, signals, 
small buildings, mile and gradient posts, on 
the Spen Valley junction to Farnley Line, 
between Mirfield and Diggle and between 
Hebden Bridge and Wakefield; Arundel (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., Bradford. Provision and in- 
Stallation of cables for the new signal box 
at Hessle-rd., Hull; Enfield Standard Power 
Cables, Ltd., Enfield. Repairs to the coal 
cells at Market Weighton goods station; A. 
Sanderson (Builders) Ltd., Hull. Provision 
and installation of a double tier storage struc- 
ture and ancillary equipment at Shildon 
wagon works; Steel Equipment Co. Ltd., 
West Bromwich. Provision and installation 
of a 100-ton chain testing machine at North- 
rd. locomotive works, Darlington; W. & T. 
Avery Ltd., Birmingham. Construction of 
control tower at the new Tyne marshalling 
yard; R. Costain (Construction) Ltd., Mid- 
dlesbrough. Conversion of an existing build- 
ing into a boiler room and the installation 
of toilet facilities at the Leeman-rd. canteen, 
York; J. R. Deacon Ltd., Lichfield. 

(cD) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended November 11: Aberdeen 
shire: Erection of a telephone exchange and 
a telephone engineering centre, at Windmill- 
st., Peterhead; William G. Cooper, Building 
Contractor, 3 Ugie-st., Peterhead. Hamp- 
shire: Steam and condense pipework and 
valves at National Gas Turbine establishment, 
Pyestock; Stewarts & Lloyds Ltd., Broad-st. 
chambers, Birmingham 1, Warwickshire. 
Cooling water services at National Gas Tur- 
bine establishment, Pyestock; Stewarts & 
Lloyds Ltd., Broad-st. chambers, Birmingham 
1, Warwickshire. New theatre and lecture 
room at Home Office, Bramshill House, 
Hartley Wintney; Pool & Sons, Hartley Wint- 
ney. Lanarkshire: Erection of the Southern 
District Post Office at Thornliebank, Glas- 
gow; William S. Gordon & Co. Ltd., 2 Royal- 
cres., Glasgow, C3. Extension to the Post 
Office radio station at Kirk O’Shotts; Robert 
Paterson & Sons Ltd., Milton-st., Airdrie. 
Lancashire: Repair and re-surface roads, 
paths at Ministry of Pensions and National 
Insurance, Warbreck Hill, Blackpool; F. 
Parkinson Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool. 
London: Erection of water mains at British 
Museum, WC2; Ellis (Kensington) Ltd., Ken- 
drick-pl., London, SW7. Remodelling of 
public areas, offices, etc. at Branch Post 
Office, Ludgate Circus, EC4; H. N. Barnes 
Ltd., 40 Peterborough-rd., SW6. Midlothian: 
Renewal of the water main at Royal Botanic 
Garden, Edinburgh; Hepburn Bros. (Plum- 
bers & Electricans) Ltd., 84-88 Comiston-rd., 
Edinburgh. Sussex: Erection of a telepione 
exchange at Polegate; Cr. Bainbridge & Sons 
Ltd., 39 Terminus-rd., Eastbourne. Warwick- 
shire: Concrete hardstanding and gatehouses 
at Post Office Supplies depot, Fordrough-la., 
Birmingham; Sir Alfred McAlpine, 49 Water- 
lo-rd., Wolverhampton. 

LUTON.—Erection of civil defence head- 
quarters and control centre for BC. (a) 
Welwyn Builders Ltd., Welwyn Garden City, 
£34,053. 

MARYPORT.—Erection of proposed St. 
Patrick’s RC scl. Architect: N. M. Phillips. 
(A) Thomas Armstrong Ltd., South-st., 
Cockermouth. 

NEWBURN-ON-TYNE (Northumberland). 
—Erection of bakery for British Bakeries 
Ltd., Lime-st., London. (A) Wimpey and Co. 
Ltd., Orchard-hse., Fenwick-ter., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne (work not yet started). 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Work on erec- 
tion of a 15-storey office block at Gallowgate. 
Architects: W. H. Williamson and Partners, 
7 St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. (A) Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts Ltd., Team Valley Trad- 
ing estate, Gateshead. 

NORTH RIDING.—Erection of Cleveland 
Technical College (stage 3) for EC. Archi- 
tects: Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners, 
15 Manchester-sq., London, Wl. (A) Charles 
Tennet (Contractors) Ltd., Church-rd., 
Stockton-on-Tees, £111,219. Erection of the 
proposed George Pindar county modern sch. 
(Stage 2) for CC. Architects: Gollins, Melvin 
Ward and Partners, 15 Manchester-sq., Lon- 
don, W1. (A) F. Shepherd and Son Ltd., Blue 
Bridge-la., York, £84,141. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Erection of 6 shops at 
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junction of Amber Hiil/Cherry Orchard PETERSFIELD.—Erection of 12 houses 
Mount for TC. (A) Thomas Bow, £35,485. and 8 flats at Tower-rd., Liphook, for RDC. 

sacl --—— (A) Powell & Lillywhite Ltd., Portsmouth, 
£43,652. 

SALFORD.—Erection of Broughton high 
school for girls at Kersal for TC. (a) Stanley 
Porter Ltd., £327,750. 

SCARBOROUGH.—Additions to Town 
Hall buildings for TC. (a) A. Monk and Co. 
Ltd., la Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, £238,736. 

SHEFFIELD.—-Following for TC: Exten- 
sions to Myers Grove sch., (A) Direct labour, 
£371,087. New fire station at Mansfield-rd. 
(aA) Wm. Drabble & Sons Ltd., £52,054. Erec- 
tion of Park House sec. sch. (A) J. F. Fin- 
negan & Co. (Sheffield) Ltd., £251,909. 

SMETHWICK (Staffs.).—Erection of two 
20-storey blocks of flats for CBC. Archi- 
tects: Bryant Design Group, Small Heath, 
Birmingham. (a) C. Bryant & Son Ltd., Small 
Heath, Birmingham, £683,500. 

STEVENAGE.—Five-year housing develop- 
ment (2,000 dwellings). Initial stage, 750 
houses and garages, for Development Corpn. 
(A) John Mowlem & Co. Ltd., £5m. (nego- 
tiated). 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Erection of pro- 
posed Harrowgate Junior Mixed School for 
TC. (a) Skeen and Partner, Wilson-st., 
Thornaby-on-Tees, £60,635. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.—New college of art 
at Shelton for EC. (a) J. Kelly (Stoke-on- 
Trent) Ltd. 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON.—Erection of the 
new Shakespeare Centre for the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust. Architects: Wood, Kend- 
rick & Williams, 57 Colmore-row, Birmin 
ham 3. 
Coventry, £125,000 (approx.). The contract 
will be operated from the Coventry office. 

ULVERSTON.—Erection of Croftlands 
school, Oakwood-dr., for Lancs. CC. 
John Laing & Son Ltd., Carlisle. 

WAKEFIELD.—Erection of an 11-storey 
for TC. (A) 
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Membership 14,000 
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BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, CAMBRIDGE, 
CARDIFF, EDINBURGH, LEEDS, LONDON, 
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OvER 130 BRANCHES block of 87 flats at Park-st. 


Truscon Ltd., London. 
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James’s-pl. for St. James’s Securities (1960) 
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Tel: CHANCERY 7583 (6 lines) 
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of membership to 
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GARAGES 
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. @ 3 Years’ Guarantee 
permanent source of income. Ideal for 
Housing Estates, Public Utilities, Hotels, @ “insed or Up & Over Doors 
etc. Rentals will cover repayments under @ Purchased by over 300 Councils 
our attractive deferred terms scheme. @ Wooden roller sh doors opti 
Write for illustrated brochure to:- @ Extensive Free Delivery Area 


ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 
66 Colledge Rd., Holbrooks, Coventry * 87253 


Provide an unequalled 





THE BUILDER November 24 1961 


London, W1. QS: E. R. Babbs & Sons. (A) 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Gt. Britain) 
Ltd., £76,000. 

WESTMINSTER.—Provision of 100 coi 
crete piles to form retaining wall for Hyde 
Park underground car park for City C. (A) 
Economic Foundations. 

WEST MINSTER.—New passenger terminal 
at Victoria Station for British United Air- 
ways. Architects: Pascall and Watson. (A} 
J. Jarvis & Sons Ltd., £100,000. 

WHITLEY BAY.—Erection of old people's 
home at Whitley Bay for Northumberland 
CC. (a) R. Hush Ltd., Union-st., Blyth, 


64,000. 

WINCHESTER.—Shops with offices over 
at Andover-rd. for Harman & Co. Ltd. (a) 
Ashdown Construction Co. Ltd., Andover. 

WORKINGTON.—Erection of 120 houses 
at Moorclose estate for TC. (a) Thomas 
Armstrong’ Ltd., South-st., Cockermouth, 
Cumberland. 





(a) Higgs & Hill Ltd., London and BLOCK- 
PARQUET 
(A) CORK 


HARDWOOD 
STRIP 


Stevens Adams 


Ltd. Architects: W. H. Saunders & Son, POINT PLEASANT-WANDSWORTH-S4¥-19 


TELEPHONE: Vanayne 6655/8 
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Also 66 New Islington, Manchester 4 & 123 Shepperton Rd., London, N.I. 








